MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
OF THE TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON
S MARCH 9, 2009

The Town: Council of the Town of Southington held a regular
meeting on Monday, March 9, 2009. Chairman John N. Barry called
the meeting to order at 7:10 o'clock, p.m.

The following Councilpersons were present, viz:

Michael Riccio Arthur Secondo
Nicholas DePaola Christopher Palmieri
Anthony D’Angelo Edward Pocock, III
David Zoni John Carmody

John N. Barry, Chair

Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz:

Anthony J. Tranquillo, Director of Public Works/Town
Engineer

Mark J. Sciota, Deputy Town Manager/Town Attorney

John Weichsel, Town Manager

There were approximately 50 other persons in attendance.
A prayer was recited by Councilman Christopher Palmieri.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by
everyone present being led by Councilman Arthur Secondo.

JOHN N. BARRY, Chair, presiding:

II. Minutes

THE CHAIR: Could I have a motion to accept the Minutes
from our last meeting.

MR. PALMIERI: Motion to approve the Minutes from the
previous meeting.

MR. POCOCK: Second.
(Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.)

THE CHAIR: Motion clearly is adopted and passes.

III. Councilmanic Communications
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THE CHAIR: I want to call upon Sal and Adem from Verona’s
Pizza. If they could come right up here and join me right at the
Council. We have a Proclamation that we’d like to present.

(Pause)

And, we also have Chief Buddy Clark, if the Chief would
like to join us up here, I'd appreciate it.

Before I begin, I do want to introduce the Fire Chief of
Southington, Chief Clark. There was actually a very intense
house fire about a week ago and Chief, if you just want to
mention the intensity of the fire and how quick it was. And, I
do want to say that our response time from the fire department 4
minutes. And, luckily it was that quick because if anyone saw
the area or has seen the house, there’s newspaper articles about
the fire, it’s very close to other houses. So, Chief, do you
want to just give a brief run down about --- I know you were on
scene and how intense it was.

CHIEF CLARK: Basically, the fire had a good jump on us.
It was in an older home that was built in the 1800’s, about 1886,
I believe. And, it’s old construction so once the fire got into
the walls it moved very quickly.

And, we were on scene very quickly, also. However, it was
a car that was on scene within 4 minutes but it took us a few
more minutes for an engine.

What Sal and his son did is very brave and very heroic. I
think bravery and compassion are interchangeable. They showed
compassion for their fellow man for other people and I'm very
proud to know Sal and his son. And, very proud to have them as
citizens of Southington.

. THE CHAIR: Thank you, Chief.

So, I'd like to present a Town Council Citation for what
you did that evening. Sal and Adem were right across the street
and they quickly went when they saw the fire start, they went
right into the building and it’s a three family home and they
risked their own safety for the safety of others that they
thought maybe were in the house.

Luckily everyone was safe. There was no fatalities in
terms of death of humans and we’re very proud of the heroic
efforts that both of you did in trying to not only help a fellow
citizen, but your neighbors.

So, congratulations. And, thank you very much for all you
did on that evening. So, I’'d like to present you with a Town
Council Citation. It’s introduced by the entire members.
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(Read Citation language which is on file in the Town
Clerk’s Office.) ' : Attachment #1

(Applause, applause)

SAL AJRO: I’'m very proud to be in the Town of Southington.
And, thank you for this report for the business. And, for you,
spend so much time in the same town, you are part of the town,
part of the neighbors and like we tried to do, when it happened,
the incident.

One thing I want to say, my son Adem, he don’t listen too
much when I say go get the -

(Laughter)

-- the wood. But when I told him there’s a fire at the next
door neighbor, he jumped before on that. So I am very proud of
my boy. That’s the only thing I can say.

(Applause, applause)
Thank you very much. Thank you.
THE CHAIR: We’ll continue with our Agenda items.

B. Plantsville & South End Schools building Committee
report

THE CHAIR: As I am sure many of you know, we have two
major building projects going on in Southington. Both the South
End Elementary School and the Plantsville Elementary School are
undergoing major construction. A new school at South End and a
major expansion at Plantsville and renovations to the existing
school.

- So at this time I’'d like to call upon Roger Jones who is
the Chairman of the building committee. I want to thank Roger
and all the members of the committee for their work on these two
very important projects.

And, Mr. Jones, if you could just give us a brief rundown.
I know you have some, the architects, also with us this evening
and you can just give an overview to the public of how things are
progressing.

ROGER JONES: Thank you for having us. This evening I have
Brian Solywoda from Friar Associates. He’s South End.

And, Friar Associates (sic) Curt Krushinsky. He’s the ---
or from Fletcher Thompson.
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And, we have Tom DiMauro who is a construction manager and
Josh Johnson who are our construction managers.

The team has worked fantastically together. They have all
worked to do cost analysis and cost cutting. We are in probably
one of the worst years for construction. We are on time. We are
under budget. And, we are giving it everything we need to educate
these kids.

I'd like to turn it over to Josh. Josh has some pictures
and some information for you guys. If you have any questions,
I’'1]l address them. What I would like to address is our time
frame of being on time. Some, you hear around town some people
are sdying that we are ahead of schedule. We are right on
schedule. And, when it comes time that we are ahead of schedule
and I hope that day does come, I will be the first one to come
here and make you aware of that.

THE CHAIR: Roger, since you did bring up the time frame.
What do you anticipate --- before we get the whole presentation
and maybe the architects could also elaborate, too.

Obviously, we want to get the students in there as soon as
possible. What do you think is a reasonable goal to -

MR. JONES: We are right on our original dates. When we
have a --- this is construction. So, until we get closer, I will
not tell you that we are ahead. But we will give you by the
dates for both schools that we have originally submitted, I
guarantee you we’ll be in there.

THE CHAIR: Okay. And, just for the public’s knowledge,
what are those dates? Would they be able to get in there as -
the brand new school year in September of 2010? Is that what it
looks like right now?

MR. JONES: Two thousand ten. Definitely.
THE CHAIR: Okay, all right.
MR. JONES: Josh?

JOSH JOHNSON: Good evening. Just to elaborate a little bit
"on what Roger said as far as the schedule goes, I can give you a
little bit better date. Um, for each school. Well, not better.
But just a little bit more accurate.

For Plantsville, right now we are targeting completion of
construction on 11/1 of this year. Now, that’s completion of
construction. After that furniture and equipment will need to be
moved into the building and we’ll need to coordinate the move of
the students with the BOE into the buildings. So, easily
September of 2010 is very feasible for Plantsville School.
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For South End, we are targeting completion of the new
building on January 1°° of this year. But then we also have to do
the -

MR. PALMIERI: Is that for 20107

MR. JOHNSON: Excuse me, yes, of 2010. We would’ve missed
that date. ’

(Chuckles)

We are targeting January, 2010 for completion of the new
building but then as you know, we have to do an extensive
asbestos abatement and demolition of the existing building and
then site improvements to create the new soccer field and new
parking lot areas.

So again, we’re targeting completion of the entire project
there just around the end of August of 2010. So again, there
should be no reason why that building shouldn’t be 100 percent
complete and open for September of 2010.

Now, I do have some photographs. I have some loose
photographs that I can pass around for the Council members or for
the public and I also have just a few larger photographs that I
brought.

This is Plantsville Elementary School here. This is um,
you can see here, this is our north addition here which is our
large gymnasium and the larger classroom addition that we have.
I’11 turn this around for the public in just a moment.

This here is our new media center addition here. We have
our structural steel in place. We’re starting our exterior
masonry and you can see we’'ve got a few roofers up on top of the
roof.

And, then within the existing building here, we have some
light gauge metal stud framing inside the administration offices.
And some new masonry work and hollow metal frames going inside
the existing building. '

So right now, I would estimate we're approximately 40
percent complete with the project. And, I’ll turn this around
for the public.

As Roger said, things are going relatively smoothly. I
mean, we’ve hit some hiccoughs along the way, but nothing that’s
unexpected.

THE CHAIR: I just want to touch upon the occupancy time
again. I’'m sorry to keep going on this issue. Is it at all
possible right now as we speak that that school ---say everything
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goes good and the weather cooperates, that we could see kids in
there January of 2010 instead of September? 1Is that -

MR. JOHNSON: South End?

THE CHAIR: Well, either or? Either of them, is that a
remote possibility? '

MR. JOHNSON: I would really have to talk with the BOE
about that. Right now for Plantsville, well really for both
schools, that is when we are targeting completion of
construction. And, that’s barring any unforeseen conditions. I
couldn’t really commit to that right now. And, also above and
beyond the actual construction of the building, there’s intense
coordination with the moving in of furniture and equipment and
then the BOE moving in with the faculty and the students. So I
couldn’t -

THE CHAIR: Okay. Very good.
MR. JOHNSON: I couldn’t say that at this time.

Now, this is photographs of South End School here. And,
we’ve been working through the winter to put in our foundations
and our structural steel. It doesn’t look like much, but we’ve
actually excavated out a considerable amount of unsuitable
materials for our foundations and we’ve placed all of our piers
for our structural steel --- you can see here on half of the
building, we consider it the Area B half of the building, where
we have a full basement. We’ve erected our structural steel and
we are now just waiting for the weather to break for us so we can
get our concrete slabs in place. So again, you can see we have
some more structural steel up here and you can kind of get an
idea for the footprint of the building that we have.

Fortunately, all of our foundation work is 100 percent
complete. The only concrete we have left to do are our concrete
slabs. So again, I’1l1l turn this around for the public. And, I
do have loose photos if you wish that I can pass around for the
Council and the public.

Right now at South End School, I’d estimate we’re
approximately 20 percent complete with the project.

That’s all I have if there’s no questions.
THE CHAIR: Does anyone have any questions?

MR. ZONI: Just one quick question. Have you realized any
cost savings as a result of the economy on some of the contracts
you went out to bid on for construction?
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MR. JOHNSON: Well, I think when the bids actually came in;
they were - for one of the projects, we are just a hair under
budget, which was nice. And, it was Jjust a little bit lower than
Newfield had forecasted.

And, for South End, we were just a hair over budget. But I
think over all, when you look at the numbers, they were really
reflective of the economy, the state of the economy. I think our
numbers were bid pretty tightly. We were fortunate that when the
bids came in they were all grouped very, very tightly which tells
you that everybody was looking at the documents, very intently,
and trying to put forth their best number, basically, to get the
work. And, even as we’ve moved along with other work through the
project, change orders and whatnot, you can see that the pricing
really is reflective of the economy. So I think over all, if you
have the money, this is a good time to build and I think the town
is getting a real value for their tax dollars.

MR. ZONI: Thank you.
MR. JOHNSON: You’re welcome.

MR. RICCIO: Question maybe for Roger. I’'m sure you value
engineered this in the beginning.

MR. JONES: Yes.

MR. RICCIO: Are there things that were engineered out that
because of the budget - '

MR. JONES: Definitely. That’s where I was going to give
an answer to Mr. Zoni’s question.

MR.RICCIO: Okay. I guess there’s things that -

MR. JONES: Value engineering that we’ve done and we are
continuing to do --- as a matter of fact, two weeks ago, even the
Super on one of the jobs has helped us save, what, $5,000 on one
little item?

MR. JOHNSON: Yes.
MR. JONES: I mean, the group is working so well together.
MR. RICCIO: Right. I guess my question though is -

MR. JONES: That the town is benefiting financially very
well.

MR. RICCIO: Okay. Are there or is there a wish list of
items that are valued engineered out -

MR. JONES: No.
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MR. RICCIO:-- that can be --- so that we don’t see them
show up in our education budget -

MR. JONES: No.
MR. RICCIO: =--- in a year or two or three years?

MR. JONES: No. ©Not at this point. Even on South End
School, as tight as it is, we were still doing value engineering
to keep it under so that we can give whatever more we can. We
are looking forward to try to get a playscape in there for them.
It’s not part of it, but we may be able to do it. That’s what
we’re trying to do. Give you as much as we can for the dollars we
have. -

MR. RICCIO: I think it just makes sense to do it now so we
don’t see it as a cost down the road.

' MR. JONES: Definitely.

And, the other thing we are trying to do also is put it
together so that the town doesn’t have expensive maintenance
later. You know we’re trying to build a building so it’s as
maintenance free as you can possibly get because it’s not only
the cost today, it’s the cost down the road that the town’s going
to value --- get better value for.

And, Mr. Barry, you came to one of our meetings and I told
you the next morning I would see a couple of people. We did get
two more contractors in the town, supplying and doing work on the
projects. So, we are trying to do everything that the town
requests.

THE CHAIR: Yes, I appreciate that. That’s very important
in terms of -

MR. JONES: It is. You’re right.

THE CHAIR: -- tax, local tax dollars are being used to
construct these projects and it’s nice if we could use local
vendors if they meet the criteria and they meet the numbers and
all things.

MR. JONES: Well, they did. They came around and again,
they saved us dollars. They saved 40 percent on quite a bit of
excavation and tree clearing and supplying of rock and stuff.
Where we were able to bring all kinds of fill up to the high
school. The high school is going to have a lot more fields up
there just because of these projects.

THE CHAIR: I appreciate that very much.

MR. JONES: Thank you.
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MR. RICCIO: I have one more question. At Hatton School we
built a brand new building and then we went back because of
special education, room by room by room and we added central air
conditioning. I think at a greater expense than it would’ve been
if we just put it in in the beginning in certain areas.

Have there been discussions with the BOE as to whether or
not either of these schools will be used for special education
for summer programming?

MR. JONES: Not with us, no.

MR. RICCIO: Okay, I would just pose that question now so
that if central air is something that’s necessary for the
regulations for summer education, that you look at putting it in
now so that we’re not going back room by room by room and adding
it later at a much higher expense.

MR. JONES: I’1ll bring it up at the next meeting and we’ll
talk about it.

MR. RICCIO: Okay, -thank you.
THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. Appreciate it.

Okay, we’re going to address an issue that’s been in ---
that many members of the Council, actually the entire Council has
been brief on and that’s the issue concerning a group home at
Thunderbird. I want to before I acknowledge Councilman Pocock; I
want to give the floor to the Vice Chairman, Mr. D’Angelo.

MR. D’ANGELO: Last week there was an open house at that
group home or proposed grodp home on Thunderbird Drive. I know
Chairman Barry, myself, Councilman Pocock attended that as well
as Councilman Zoni, - sorry Dave - attended that open house along
with Sam Caligiuri and Joe Arsemowicz from the state.

I think there are many concerns that came out but I would
just like to touch upon a couple of the major concerns or try to
group them. I think the first concern is the process in which the
state chose that group home in town, how they did it without any
input from the town government, without the town residents and
without knowledge from the neighborhood. I think that was a very
large concern that we should all be looking into.

Also, that particular group home is definitely going to be
a potential safety hazard to that neighborhood. That’s going to
house six young male adults ages 16 to 21. We were told that
they’ve been identified with a history of abuse, low functioning,
intellectual functioning as well as some psychotic and
neurological problems and including some bipolar disorder. So
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these are pretty heavy duty kids that are being proposed to be
put in that house.

Based on the non-answers that we did get at that open house
and we hardly got any answers from them, there is a concern with
the supervision. There’s a concern of the training of the
clinicians in that house. And just the clients in that house.
It’s not a conducive house.

I think the other, the last concern really would be and the
residents of the neighborhood did express the concern that not
only are they concerned about their own families and their own
children but they’re also concerned about the clients in those
houses - in that house, as well.

I think the clients deserve more than just being put in a
residential area without anything around them. And, it’s really
setting up those clients for some real potential problems. We
need to monitor this situation with the state delegation.

We would insist that we get really more support or more
knowledge from the state or more information from the state
before these group homes do go in.

So, I know tomorrow there’s a meeting. I think Mr. Pocock
will be in attendance with the Commissioner of DCF along with
some representatives from Thunderbird and hopefully we can come
to a resolution of this particular house and try to stop this
potential safety hazard in the neighborhood.

And, also look down the road, too, with the state of trying
to come up with a solution on how we can stop this or how we can
be informed from the state for future homes to come in, too.

So not only do we have a short term issue of trying to stop
this particular house but we also need to get some more guidance
from the state to be more informed on future homes, anyway.

THE CHAIR: Thank you. I Jjust want to --- before I give it
to Mr. Pocock ---I first of all, Councilman Pocock will be
representing the Council at tomorrow’s meeting with the
Commissioner of DCF.

I want to publicly thank our state senator, Sam Caligiuri
for his efforts and work in setting up this meeting. Also,
Representative Joe Arsemowicz who’s also been instrumental in
making sure that the town has at least the opportunity to discuss
with the Commissioner the situation that is evolving over at
Thunderbird. )

So, obviously, once again, I want to thank Senator
Caligiuri and Representative Arsemowicz for really being active
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participants in really trying to address the concerns that have
been raised on this group home.

Thank you, Mr. Pocock, for willing to represent the Council
at the meeting tomorrow. I appreciate it. And, I’ll hand it over
to you.

MR. POCOCK: First off, Mr. Chairman, as the Vice Chair
just said, I mean, that’s pretty much a nutshell of what went on.
We had two meetings up at the - one next door to 36 Thunderbird
and one actually at the address itself.

There were two meetings there. I know Mr. Riccio came to
the first one. Tons of Council people have shown up. Everybody
in the neighborhood has been extremely happy with the support
they’ve received from this body.

First, let me just say something about my neighborhood.
The people who live in my area up there are probably some of the
most loving and caring people I’'ve ever known. They’re also
tough. As Joe Arsemowicz said, he remembers knocking on doors up
there and he says, my God, Ed. This is a tough neighborhocod. So
they’ re great people up there.

And, I think the thing that bothered us the most was the
first night that the neighborhood met, they’re very open minded
to what was going on. There was a lot of confusion over whether
or not this was going to be a DMR which is now DDS facility or if
this was going to be a DCF facility. And, there is a difference.

What we have found was a lot of times that they like to fly
the flag that it’s going to be a DDS facility in which you are
going to have people with IQs less than 60 that are going to be
living there. And, I’'ve been to some of these homes in my
professional capacity and let me tell you something, this is
probably the only shot some of these folks get at having a normal
life outside of an institution.

So a lot of my neighbors, and I don’t want to speak for
them but I’'m sure they’ll agree, if that was the case and
something like that was coming in, let me tell you: open arms.

But when we found out that it was going to be a DCF
facility with 18 to 20 year old young men and they kept referring
to them as kids, they’re young men, with problems. To come into
a neighborhood that is so isolated in area where there is no
access to anything out there, period, other than the bodies of
water, et cetera, somewhere along the line I don’t believe the
DCF Commissioner is even aware of this and I think it’s going to
be a great meeting tomorrow to be able to sit down there and
profess our case.
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