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MINUTESOFTHETOWNCOUNCILMEETING
OFTHETOWNOFSOUTHINGTON

February22 2010

TheTownCounciloftheTownofSouthingtonheldaregular
meetingonMonday February22 2010 EdwardS Pocock III Chairman
calledthemeetingtoorderat702oclock pm

ThefollowingCouncilpersonswerepresent viz

JohnN Barry
JohnC Dobbins DawnA Miceli
AlbertA Natelli Jr ChristopherJ Palmieri
PeterJ Romano Jr StephanieA Urillo

EdwardS Pocock III

Exofficiomemberspresentwereasfollows viz

AnthonyJ Tranquillo DirectorofPublicWorksTownEngineer
MarkJ Sciota DeputyTownManagerTownAttorney
JohnWeichsel TownManager

Absent AnthonyE DAngelo Councilman

AprayerwasrecitedbyCouncilmanPeterRomano

ThePledgeofAllegiancewasrecitedbyeveryoneinattendancebeing
ledbythemembersofGirlScoutTroop66575

Therewereapproximately25otherpersonsinattendance

EDWARDS POCOCK III Chairman Presiding

II Minutes

Mr PalmierimadeamotiontoapprovetheMinutesaspresented
Dr Natelli Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

III CouncilmanicCommunications

Dr Urilloreportedfeedbackshehadgottenfromtheviewing
audienceisthatsometimespeoplewhospeakdonotdosodirectlyinto
themicrophone beitatthepodiumorhereattheCouncilbench So
sheaskedalltospeakloudlyandclearlyintothemicrophonewhen
speakingsotheviewingpubliccanhearmattersathand

Dr UrillobroughtupRescueaBuck Igotthecommunications
viaemailandIquitefranklythoughtitwasSPAMandstarteddeleting
itnotknowingwhatRescueaBuckwas Coincidentally inThe
Citizen thereisaneditorialaboutopenlettertowriters Iwould
askthatifsomebodyhasamattertobringforwardtotheTownCouncil
oradministration thattheywouldkindlysigntheirname Ifitsan
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issueyoufeelisimportanttobringup itshouldhaveasignatureso
itcanbeproperlyaddressed

Mr Weichseladdedthatisaveryimportantpoint Ifyourenot
willingtoputyournameonsomething Ipersonally whenIget
somethingwithnoname giveverylittleweighttoit Therewillbe
noretribution That reallyshouldbearequirement

Theauthoroftheprogramisintheaudienceanditistheone
partIdidntagreewith toallowsomebodyanonymouslytoreport

Mr Palmieriagreedhavinganamemakesitmucheasierto
communicateback ButIdothinktherehavebeensomegood
suggestionsandtheintentofitwasthatwethoughtthatpeople
wouldntcomeforwardiftheyhadtogivetheirname WhileIthink
itisagoodsuggestiontoofferpeopletheabilitytoputtheirname
there Idontthinkweshouldrequireit

IunderstandwhatyouresayingandIagreewithitmoretothe
pointofbeingabletocommunicatebacktotheperson buttherehave
beenthingsthatarenotefficientandmaybeitisSPAM butthereare
somegoodones aswell

Mr BarryagreedwithMr Palmieri Itisimportantwekeepthe
levelsofcommunicationopen Thepublichasgivenussomereally
goodsuggestionsandgoodconceptsthatwecouldconsider Iassume
werekeepingitasisunlessthereisavoteontheCounciltochange
it Rightnowtheprogramdoesallowanonymityingivingopinions

TheChairsaidifitisgoingtobechanged itwillbeaCouncil
vote

TheChairgavesomebackgroundontheRescueaBuckprogram It
goesagainstmygrainhoweverifyouhaveacomplaint youshouldfile
yourname IdontwantittoturnintoanotherwwwSouthingtoncom

Ifweresavingmoneyonthis IdlikeareportonitandId
likeMr Sciotatogiveareportonthegood thebadandtheugly

AttorneySciotareportedareportwasdoneinOctoberandthere
haventbeenthatmanysincethen Wellpullthereportandwork
withDaveZonionthatanddoanupdateonit

Mr Barrynotedarecentgoodsuggestion withnoname
privatizingpayrollandthingslikethatmaysavethetaxpayers
money Ithinkthisdeservesfurtherinvestigation

Mr WeichselpointedoutinSouthingtonwehaveaunionshop
Youcantjustprivatize thatwouldbeunionbusting

TownCouncil February222010



3

IV ReportofSpecialCommittees

A PublicWorksCommittee

Mr Romanospokeaboutfouritems

ChiefDalyhasaskedmetomakesurethateveryoneisaware
thataportionofMarionAvenuewillbeclosedfromMountVernonto

ththFrostStreetfromFebruary24 toMarch17 2010 Thisisforthe
constructionofthesewerlineinthatarea

Mr Palmieripointedouthowhelpfulthatiswhenitis
communicatedtoothertowndepartments ie FredCox Sotheyknow
todeferthebuses HethankedtheTownEngineerfordoingthat

BulkyWasteVehicleStickerswillbeavailableMonday
stMarch1 2010attheTownClerksoffice Also therearepamphlets

aroundtownwithinformationontheprogram aresidentsguide

RequestforProposalfortheStreetLightManagementand
MaintenanceServices NearanddeartoCouncilmanPalmierisheart
wereviewedthisincommitteeandmodifiedtheRFPlanguageandadded
someinformation ItsunderOldBusinessItemCforapproval
tonight

Mr Dobbinsnoticednopenaltiesfornoncomplianceofwork Was
thatdiscussedatthecommitteelevel Mr Romanoansweredthatwas
broughtupandthereisverbiagethattheTownofSouthingtonreserves
therighttoaddapenaltyprovisioninthecontractfornon
performance Atthecommitteeleveltheyconsideredthisindepth
thepointwasthatifweputapenaltyinthere itllscaresome
peopleawayoritmaymakethemcomeupwithamuchhighercost If
wegettherightcontactorinthere thatissomethingthatcanbe
negotiatedwhenwegettotheactualcontract

Mr Palmierinotedstaffrecommendednotputtingitinbecausewe
didnotwanttohavethepoolreducedtoasmallnumber Thepenalty
clausecanbepartoftheoverallnegotiationofthelowest
responsiblebidder

Mr Dobbinsnotedtherewasaterminationclausewhichhefelt
wasverygood

Mr Dobbinsaskedforverbiagetobeaddedunderinquiries that
theycouldbemadebyemail

Mr Romanonotedthereisalsoanoptiontoextendclauseifwe
getavendorwhoisdoinganicejobforus

VendorInPlaceProgram ThisisaStateDOTProgramwhere
theysendoutalisttothepublicworksdirectoronceayeartalking
aboutthestreetstheyreplanningtopave InSouthington theState
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DOTisplanningtopaveplusorminusthreemilesintown Itis
goingtostartjustsouthofLazyLaneandcontinuedowntoSliders

Itsagreatprogrambutwedohavesomeconcernsatthepublic
workscommitteelevel Includedintheirprogramiswhattheycall
incidentalrehabilitativeactivities Theywillincluderoadway
drainagerevision selectedroadwayreclamation somereplacementof
obsoleteprotectivefenceswithmetalguiderails signreplacementand
minorgeometricrevisions

Theproblemiswheretheyretalkingaboutdoingthiswork there
aretwoareasofconcern

1 AreabetweenBristolStreetandOldTurnpikeRoad There
needstobemorethanjustincidentalrehabilitativeactivitiesthere
Thereislittleornocurbinginsectionsofthatarea Thereare
sectionswherethesidewalkisbelowthestreetlevel Heexplained
issueswithpondingonthesidewalksandflooding Wedonotwant
themjusttopavethisandwalk awayfor20years

2 PreviousCouncilhadastudydonebyWeston Sampson a
trafficandgeometriccorridorstudyforNorthMainStreet Route10
Thereisalotofgreatinformationhere Theareaisfromwhere
QueenStreetendsanditgoesallthewayouttothelibrary

TheDOTdoesnothaveanythingontheirradarforthenextfour
years Thisreportgottothem buttheydontknowwhereitis
theyreactinglikeitneverexisted Wecantallowthemtojust
comeinandpaveandnotdoanythingelse Itisimportantwemake
sureweholdtheirfeettothefire

Atthecommittee Ireceivedtheirblessingstosetupameeting
withthestaff theDOTandsomeofourstatelegislators Imjust
lookingfortheCounciltogivemethesamesupportsoIcango
forwardtothestateandpushthisalittlebit Anyobjections

Noobjectionsvoiced

Mr RomanowillkeeptheCouncilinformed

Dr UrilloaskedsincethisisgoingfromLazyLanesouth is
thereanyconsiderationtowideningaroundwhereOakHillCemeteryis
andperhapsgettingridofthedangerouscurvethatsthere

Mr Romanorespondedtheyconsideredeveryintersectionandthere
aremodificationsthatcanbemade Wearenotgoingtogetthemtodo
everythingthatsinthisreport Thisisgoingtobeacooperative
effortbetweenthestateandthetown Therearesidestreetswhere
wecandoadjusting therearesometrafficsignalizationthatcan
happen therearesomerealigningofthestreetsthatllmakea
differenceforus Butatthatintersection thereisawideningon
NorthMainStreetaswellasFlanders
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B SewerCommittee
thMr Dobbinsreportedhismeetingofthe10 ofFebruarywas

cancelledduetoweather WehadaspecialmeetingonlastWednesday
toreviewthesewerrates Thisreportisforinformationalpurposes
only Nodecisionsaregoingtobemadethiseveningconcerning
rates Hethankedbothstaffandconsultantsfortheirworkin
preparingthisanalysis

Heexplainedthegoalofthesewercommittee Iamgoingtoturn
thepresentationovertoEmiliaandMikeZiebkaandask themtogo
forward

Ms Portelinha FinanceDirector wentovertheinformationthat
wasdistributedandcontainedinareportdatedFebruary17 2010
Attachment1

Evenwiththerecommendedincrease therewillbeadeficit

Nitrogencreditpurchaseamountwasdiscussednotingadecrease
intheamountrequiredbecauseourownplantwentonlineinOctober
2009

TheChairadvisedofanaggressivemaintenanceprogramthatis
goingtotakeplaceandthismoneyisactuallygoingtobeusedfor
someofthat Iknowtheydidthenorthcorridoroftheborough
interceptorandtheyregoingtobelookingatrepairsforthat When
youstartdigginguplinestofixthem itsgoingtobeexpensiveand
thatsjustthewayitis

Mr Barryquestionedtherealisticnessofbeingabletoproject
thesenumbersoutsixyears Howconfidentareyou In2016 well
seehowclosethesenumbersare

Ms Portelinhaexplainedhowtheprojectionfigureswerearrived
at Includedintheworksheetisourinitiationtoreachatarget
reserve

TheChairstatedhefeltthisreportwasverywelldone Hehas
wantedtoseeaprojectionoutlikethisforawhile

Ms Miceliaskedaquestionregardingthereserveanddiscussion
followedregardingprojectsthatmightbeincludedinthereserve
amount

Dr Urilloaskedforanexplanationofhownitrogencreditsare
purchased Ms Portelinhasaiditisaformuladevelopedthroughthe
state Theygiveusastatementsayinghowmuchisowedandhowmuch
revenuewellbegetting
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