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MINUTESOFTHETOWNCOUNCILMEETING
OFTHETOWNOFSOUTHINGTON

July12 2010

TheTownCounciloftheTownofSouthingtonheldaregular
meetingonMonday July12 2010 EdwardS Pocock III Chairman
calledthemeetingtoorderat701oclock pm

ThefollowingCouncilpersonswerepresent viz

JohnN Barry DawnA Miceli
JohnC Dobbins AnthonyE DAngelo
AlbertA Natelli Jr PeterJ Romano Jr
ChristopherPalmieri EdwardS Pocock III

Exofficiomemberspresentwereasfollows viz

AnthonyJ Tranquillo DirectorofPublicWorksTownEngineer
MarkJ Sciota DeputyTownManagerTownAttorney
JohnWeichsel TownManager

Absent Dr StephanieA Urillo Councilwoman

AprayerwasrecitedbyCouncilwomanDawnMiceli

ThePledgeofAllegiancewasrecitedbyeveryoneinattendancebeing
ledbyMissSouthingtonAshelyHaydenandMissConnecticutOutstanding
Teen LoganWest

Therewereapproximately15otherpersonsinattendance

EDWARDS POCOCK III Chairman Presiding

II Minutes

Mr PalmierimadeamotiontoapprovetheMinutesassubmitted
Mr Dobbinsseconded Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

III CouncilmanicCommunications

A PresentationtoRosemaryChampagne Attachment1

TheChairpresentedaProclamationtoMs Champagne Readthe
languageontheProclamationwhichisattachedhereto

TheChairalsopresentedMs ChampagnewithaTownSealpin

Ms Champagnestatedshewassoproudofthecommunitywho
supportstheRelay Itgivessomanypeoplehope Childrenoftoday
cansaycancerwithoutthinkingtheyredying And Ihavefaithand
itissodeartomyheart InSouthingtonitisourmilliondollar
yearandweraisedover200000thisyear
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Thankyou

Applause applause applause

TheChairannouncedhereceivedadonationtodayfromPete
RopacciowhorunsSignPro And weregoingtogetridofour
wrinkledsealbehindhere Hemadeareallygorgeousdecalsoitllbe
upnextmeetinganditlllooknicerthantheonethatspeelingon
thesides ThankyoutoPeteforthatdonation Verykindofyou

B MissSouthington

Mr PalmieriintroducedMissSouthingtonAshelyHaydenandwith
her MissConnecticut OutstandTeen LoganWest

Mr Palmierigavealittlebackgroundoneachgirl Ms Haydens
areaofconcernismusicdefinesthecommunity Ashleyworkedwith
theChildrensMiracleNetworktomakeaCD Shewroteandrecorded
thesongherself Shesusingthattosendhermessagetopeople

PresentedSouthingtonTownSealpin

Ms Haydenthankedeveryoneandsaidshewasveryhonoredto
representmyhometowninthispageant Itsanhonortogivebackto
theTownthatgavesomuchtome

Applause applause

Mr PalmieriinvitedMs HaydentotheAppleHarvestFestival
OpeningCeremony

Mr PalmieriintroducedformerlyMs SouthingtonOutstandingTeen
andnowMissConnecticutOutstandingTeen LoganWest Shewill

thcontinuewithhernationwidecompetitiononAugust27 inFlorida
Herareaofconcernisbullying Logantriestosendhermessageto
asmanypeopleaspossible Shesvisitedschoolsintowntodeliver
thatmessage Shesverytalentedanddanceswell

PresentedSouthingtonTownSealpin

Ms Westthankedeveryone Gaveabackgroundofherexperience
inpageants IcansayallConnecticutschoolsareofficiallybully
proof

Applause

Mr PalmieriinvitedMs WesttotheAppleHarvestFestival
OpeningCeremony

Applause applause applause

Mr Dobbinsreportedthathehadthepleasurelastweekof
attendingtheEagleScoutWorkofHonorforDanielS Greer Jr of
Southington Mr GreersprojectwasthebeautificationofSt
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Thomassconvent BesidesbeinganEagleScout heisalsoagraduate
rdofSouthingtonHighSchoolhighhonors Thisisthe33 EagleScout

ofTroop32 Wehaveaveryactivescoutinggroupintownwhichmeets
rightnextdoor

Mr RomanoadvisedthattheSixthAnnualItalianAmerican
rdFestivalisgoingtobenextFriday July23 startingat500pmat

thelowerCenterStreetarea ItssponsoredbytheChamberof
Commerce theSonsofItalyandtheUNICOClub Allgroupsthatdoa
lotofworkforthecommunity Lastyear 18000peopleshowedup
Theyhaveentertainmenteverynight TheTownCouncilhasbeen
invitedtothepodiumfortheopeningceremonyat500pm Itisa
greateventandyouwillenjoyyourself Yournamedoesnothaveto
endinavowelandyoudonothavetobeItalian Youhavetowantto
comeanddrinkandeatandbemerry

Dr Natellibroughtupthreeitems
thOurlibraryonJuly6 haditsbusiestdayonrecord They

checkedout2727itemsthatday approximately227itemsanhour It
shouldbenotedthatweekwehad90 degreeweatherandthelibrary
becameahavenforcoolingoff

Therearetwocoolingcentersintown CalendarHouseandthe
Library Theseareavailablesitestocooloffatwhenthe
temperaturehits90 degrees

AfollowupontheYMCAandwhattheyredoingattheskate
park Theyarecomplyingwithsomeofthethingsweaskedthemtodo
SlopersisopentotheresidentsofSouthingtononSundays You
dont havetobeamemberoftheYtouseSloperonSundays Youcan
gouponaSundayanduseSloper Theyhaveswimmingandboating
availablefrom1200noonto400pm

Astotheskatepark newsignshavebeenordered Theresan
increaseinpublicity ie ontheTownGreen inthenewspapers
Theyhaveresurfacedandfixedthecracksintheskateparkand
theyverecentlyhadproDougBrownupthere Theyaretryingto
accommodatethecommunityastheysetouttodo

IhadthepleasureofattendingtheSolventsRecovery
meetingonSaturday Passedaroundahandoutforeverybody
Attachment2

ThisisasuperfundsiteacrossLazyLane Theyaregetting
readytostarttheircleanupthere

TheyareinterestedinaidingthetownindevelopingtheRailsto
TrailsfromCurtisStreettoLazyLaneaspartoftheircommitmentto
thecommunity Theyhaveapproximately 50millionavailabletothem
inadedicatedfund ExplainedtheRailsthatgoesfromCurtis
StreettoLazyLane
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Acrossthestreetfromtheparkinglot theyllputasmany
parkingspacesaswewantthereforaccesstotheTrail Thetimeline
forcompletionisapproximately3to5years dependingonhowthings
go Theirstartuptimeiswithinthenext12months

Mr DAngelogaveanupdateontheLaborAttorneyCommittee We
willbemeetingthissummertolookattheresponsibilitiesofthe
laborattorneyandlookingtoseewhatotheroptionswecanuseand
hopefullysooncomebacktotheCouncil Mr Romano Mr DAngelo
andMr Leary

IV ReportofSpecialCommittees

A SewerCommittee

Mr Dobbinsreportedononeitem Ournextmeetingisthisnext
WednesdayandwedohaveafullAgenda Wehadourfirstregional
buyingeffortwithCheshireonmethanol Wehadfourprequalified
suppliersforthisandpricesforthenextyearwillbequotedona
monthlybasis Ourcompaniesprequalifiedare KeyChemical Trident
Chemical CoyneChemicalandAstroChemical Thisisregionalization
thatisworking

B PublicWorksCommittee

Mr Romanoreported

Bulkywaste wewereatabout630patronsthispast
weekend Previousyearsithasbeenoverathousand Weredoing
welltherecurtailingtheillegaldumpinginpreviousyears No
patronswereturnedaway Thereisstillanissuewiththescanners
Explainedthatwhenthesystemgoeslive itshouldfixalotofthat

stTheParksDepartmentasofJuly1 thepublicworks
departmenthasassumedresponsibilityoftheparksdepartment There
isanewhierarchybeingdeveloped Theremaybesomepersonnel
movement SteveWlodkowskiisreviewingthebudgettoseeifthere
arewaystoshareresources crosstrainingoftheequipment
operators andoverallwaystoimproveservice Ithinkitwillbea
bigbenefittothecommunityandwereexcitedaboutthat

ThePublicWorksCommitteewillincludetheParksDepartmentin
ourreportofongoingoperations Feelfreetojoinourmeeting if
interested

PrequalificationOrdinance publicworksreviewedthisover
thelastcoupleofmeetings Insteadofprequalifyingeverybidder
theapproachwewanttotakeisthatthetownwillcheckthe
qualificationsofthethree lowestbiddersafterthebidshavebeen
received Explaineditwasunanimouslyagreedthatthisupdatetothe
ordinanceisinthebestinterestofthetownasitwillsavethetown
timeandallowforbetteruseofresources
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SouthingtonDowntownarea Earlierintheyeartherewas
concernregardingthecleanlinessofthedowntownareaatthe
committeelevelandattheTownCouncil Wevelookedintothisand
oneareaofconcernwasthecleanlinessofthesidewalks Wereviewed
itandthetowndoeshaveanongoingprograminplacewherethe
downtownareastreetsgetswepteveryMonday earlyinthemorning as
wellasduringperiodoftimewhenthereareeventsgoingon

WedraftedaletterandprovidedittoeverybodyontheCouncil
WearerequestingthatafterclosingonSundaynightsthebusinesses
andlandlordssweepallthedebrisonthesidewalksoutintothe
streetsothatonMondaymorningwhenthestreetsweepercomesby
theycanjustpickitup Theletterwillgotoallbusinessesand
landlordsinthedowntownarea

Thereisatownordinancerequiringthemtodothis Wethink
thatwecanprobablytakecareofthisandthepartnershipapproachis
thebestwaytogetsupportofthebusinesscommunity

WefeelitisextremelyimportanttomaintaintheRenaissance
improvementsthathavehappeneddownthere

ARRAapprovalismylastitem Thepublicworkscommittee
andTownCouncilhadpreviouslyapprovedthepavementofMountVernon
andSouthEndRoadpendingapprovalandfundingoftheARRAprogram

stWehavereceivedaletterthatwasapprovedonJuly1 andthat
contractorhasbeenauthorizedtoproceedwiththework

C EmergencyMedicalServices Ambulance Committee

Dr Natelliadvisedthecommitteemetlastweek WehaveaJuly
1contractinplaceforthenexttwoyearswithAMR Weranata
95 tenthsofapointsuccessratewiththeambulance They
compliedwithinthecontractthatwehadwiththemasaresponderon
time

Again Priority1aresignificantmedicalemergenciesandthey
have7minutesand59secondstohavethemonsite Ittakes
approximately90secondsfromthecalltogetintogetthewheels
rollingforthatambulance

Mr DAngelobroughtuptheletterinthepaperfromavery
distraughtfamily Didthecommitteehaveanopportunitytoresearch
that

Dr Natelliexplainedthecommitteedidhaveachancetoresearch
buthewasinvitedtothemeeting Wemetinexecutivesessionand
seemedtoanswerallofhisquestions

WehaveawayforAMRtoreporttous And wearestreamlining
that Acommitteewillputtogetheranewsetofguidelinesforthem
toreporttous
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D BOEFacilityAdvisoryCommittee Attachment3

BrianGoralski ChairoftheBOE gaveabackgroundonthe
report Thisisthefirstofitskind Wehadacommitteewith
membersoftheBoardofFinanceandtheTownCouncilandtheBOEserve
onthecommittee Dr Erardispresentationtonightand
recommendationregardingNorthCenterSchoolwillgiveyouthe
groundworktomoveforwardwithapotentialopportunity

OnethingIdliketomentiontoyouasawhole Certainthings
Iveheardinthecommunitywasaconcernaboutthewaysome
informationwasshared Iaddressthatsimply youallunderstand
thatsomeofthediscussionswithinourcommitteewerehandledin
executivesession Oneisthereportinthespiralbinder Thatwas
executivesession thefeasibilitystudy becauseithadreal
estateimplicationswhichyouunderstand

Thankyouforbeingapartofthispartnershipcommitteewithin
thebranchesofgovernmenttofindbetterwaystoserveourcommunity
Hopefully attheendoftheday thatsexactlywhatwellbedoing

Illansweranyquestionsattheend

Dr JosephErardi SuperintendentofSchools presentedhis
findings

Thechargeofthefacilityadvisorycommitteewastolookatthe
governmentofficesintheGurabuildingandlookatthenownearly
emptyNorthCenterSchool tolookatBeecherStreet theBOE
building whichturns100intwoyearsandtoseeifwecouldmake
senseoutofthatpuzzle Wehave

Hereviewedthethreepagehandout attachedhereto Henoted
theinformationpresentedisjustinconcept Therewasnoaction
takenbytheschoolthispastThursday

Thefollowingassumptionsweremade

ThecommitteesupportstheconceptthattheBOE town
officescanberelocatedtoNorthCenterSchool

Theyalsosupporttheacceptanceofthefeasibilitystudy
fromKaestleBoosAssociates Spiralbooklet Thebottomlineisa
dollarthatisplussixmillion

Atsomepointinthefuturewewillbringtoyouasecond
considerationfortheconsolidationoftownofficesandtheBOEinto
NorthCenter ThisistheconceptuallyendorsedItem4wherethe
committeewouldencouragetheTownCounciltofurtherexplorethrough
theRFPprocessaprivatedeveloperpurchasingNorthCenterSchool
renovatingorimplodingthebuildingtobuildnewwithalease
purchaseplanbacktotheTown



7

stTheroughtimelineforthatisonoraboutOctober1 wedhave
abettersenseofwhatthatoptionlookedlike Itwouldcomebackto
theschoolboardwithOption1 whichisthefeasibilitystudyand
Option2whichwouldgiveeverybodyaroundthistableandtheschool
boardstableandtheBOFstableacompareandcontrasttothe
dollarsandcents

AttorneySciotaexplainedthiswastalkedaboutinexecutive
session asmentioned Thisisthefirsttimetodiscussitinopen
session Wewouldnotbethefirsttowntopursuethismethod Under
theRFPwhatwewoulddoiswewouldgettogetherfirstofwiththe
facilitydirectoroverattheBOE andtheTownEngineerandwedwork
ontheactualsquarefootagerequirementsofbothsides

WedputthosetogetherandthenputtogetheranRFPtomany
entities thirdpartyentitieswhowouldhavetheoptiontopurchase
NorthCenterSchoolpropertyandbuilding withtherequirementthat
theywouldtheneitherrehabthebuildingthatsthere theirchoice

orrazethebuildingandbuildingasnewtoourspecificationsand
needs

Atthatpoint duringtheRFPprocess theywouldalsosubmita
leasetopurchaseandatthatpointthetownwouldhaveanoptionto
purchaseforaspecificamountaftertheperiodorcontinuetolease
foranotherperiodoftime ThatdbeallintheRFP

Dr Erardinotedinthethreepagehandout thefinalpageis
justafactsheet Henoteditisveryimportanttolookatrecurring
costs

TheChairaddedtheleasetoowniscertainlyapretty
interestingconcept Discussionofothercommunitiesusingthis

Mr DAngeloaskedifthesquarefootagesfordifferentoffices
arethesquarefootagesthatarerequired HowdidKaestleBooscome
upwiththesenumbers Mr Tranquilloreferredtoareportthatwas
generatedin1988ofCentralElementarySchoolwhereintheydida
majorevaluationoftownhallspaceneeds Whatwehavenowonthe
planisreasonable prettyclosetowhatweneedforspaceforthe
townside

TheChaircommentedthenextlogicalstepistogoforwardwith
theRFPs Werenotcommittedtoanything Wedontknowwhatthe
costwillbeuntilweaskforit ThatsultimatelywhereIwouldwant
thistogonext

TheChairaskediftherewasanyobjectiontogoingforwardand
doingthat
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Ms Miceliaskedaboutaleaseamountonabuildingthatsize
TheTownAttorneyexplainedthedifferentoptionsthatmightbe
proposedintheRFP

AttorneySciotanotedintalkingabouttheactualsaleofthe
BeecherStreetproperty thatwouldbringincomeintotheprocessas
notedonPage3ofthehandout Gurabuildingwouldberazedbut
BeecherStreetwouldbesoldbythetown

Mr BarrycommendedtheleadershipandtheCouncilChairforat
leastexploringoptionsforconsideration

Mr Barrynotedtheissueshavetobeaddressedsometime
somehow somewhere Iwillreservemycommentsandjudgment

DiscussionofthetimelineinresponsetoaquerybyMr
DAngelo

Mr Romanopointedoutsixmonthsofworkhasgoneintothis No
wayyoullabsorbthisinoneevening Imavailabletotalkabout
thisandspeedupyourlearningcurveonit Abigitemforus

Dr Erardiaddedthatintheschoolboardsconversation what
willtakeplaceifwegoforwardwiththis thiswillthengobackto
theBOE NorthCenterSchoolisatownownedbuildingwithoversight
fromtheschoolboard Thatactionhastotakeplace

Idontwantyoutolosesightofthefactthisisphaseoneof
ourwork Thesecondphaseisthatthefacilitycommitteeislooking
atthisasourlastbestopportunitytobringsomethingforwardthat
thecommunitywillunderstand recognizeandsupport

Mr BarrynotedtheproblemsthatplaguetheGurabuilding What
shapeistheBeecherStreetbuildingin Dr Erardisaidthereare
significantproblemswithairandheat Wehaveongoingroofrepair
Itsabuildingwelltakencareofbutitsnotaginginto I

thbelieve2012marksits100 anniversary

Mr DAngelorelatedhisexperiencewiththeBeecherStreet
buildingasheworkedtherefor30years Iwouldbeembarrassed
meetingpeopleintheparkinglotwhowerephysicallyhandicappedand
couldnotgetintothebuilding Thatalonemakesitabuildingthat
isreallynottoogreat

TheChairaskedifanybodyhadanobjectiontogoforwardwith
theRFPtogetmoreanswers

Noresponse




