MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
OF THE TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON
July 12, 2010

The Town Council of the Town of Southington held a regular
meeting on Monday, July 12, 2010. Edward S. Pocock, III, Chairman,
called the meeting to order at 7:01 o'clock, p.m.

The following Councilpersons were present, viz:

John N. Barry Dawn A. Miceli

John C. Dobbins Anthony E. D'Angelo
Albert A. Natelli, Jr. Peter J. Romano, Jr.
Christopher Palmieri Edward S. Pocock, III

Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz:

Anthony J. Tranquillo, Director of Public Works/Town Engineer
Mark J. Sciota, Deputy Town Manager/Town Attorney
John Weichsel, Town Manager

Absent: Dr. Stephanie A. Urillo, Councilwoman
A prayer was recited by Councilwoman Dawn Miceli.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance being
led by Miss Southington Ashely Hayden and Miss Connecticut Outstanding
Teen, Logan West.

There were approximately 15 other persons in attendance.
EDWARD S. POCOCK, III, Chairman, Presiding:
II. Minutes

Mr. Palmieri made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.
Mr. Dobbins seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

IIT. Councilmanic Communications
A. Presentation to Rosemary Champagne (Attachment 1)

The Chair presented a Proclamation to Ms. Champagne. (Read the
language on the Proclamation which is attached hereto.)

The Chair also presented Ms. Champagne with a Town Seal pin.

Ms. Champagne stated she was so proud of the community who
supports the Relay. It gives so many people hope. Children of today
can say cancer without thinking they’re dying. 2And, I have faith and
it is so dear to my heart. In Southington it is our million dollar
year and we raised over 200,000 this year.



Thank you.
(Applause, applause, applause)

The Chair announced he received a donation today from Pete
Ropaccio who runs Sign Pro. And, we’re going to get rid of our
wrinkled seal behind here. He made a really gorgeous decal so it’1l be
up next meeting and it’11 look nicer than the one that’s peeling on
the sides. Thank you to Pete for that donation. Very kind of you.

B. Miss Southington

Mr. Palmieri introduced Miss Southington Ashely Hayden and with
her, Miss Connecticut Outstand Teen, Logan West.

Mr. Palmieri gave a little background on each girl. Ms. Hayden’s
area of concern is music defines the community. Ashley worked with
the Children’s Miracle Network to make a CD. She wrote and recorded
the song herself. She’s using that to send her message to people.

(Presented Southington Town Seal pin.)

Ms. Hayden thanked everyone and said she was very honored to
represent my home town in this pageant. It’s an honor to give back to
the Town that gave so much to me.

(Applause, applause)

Mr. Palmieri invited Ms. Hayden to the Apple Harvest Festival
Opening Ceremony.

Mr. Palmieri introduced formerly Ms. Southington Outstanding Teen
and now Miss Connecticut Outstanding Teen, Logan West. She will
continue with her nationwide competition on August 27" in Florida.

Her area of concern is bullying. Logan tries to send her message to
as many people as possible. She’s visited schools in town to deliver
that message. She’s very talented and dances well.

(Presented Southington Town Seal pin.)

Ms. West thanked everyone. Gave a background of her experience
in pageants. I can say all Connecticut schools are officially bully-
proof.

(Applause)

Mr. Palmieri invited Ms. West to the Apple Harvest Festival
Opening Ceremony.

(Applause, applause, applause)

Mr. Dobbins reported that he had the pleasure last week of
attending the Eagle Scout Work of Honor for Daniel S. Greer, Jr., of
Southington. Mr. Greer’s project was the beautification of St.



Thomas’s convent. Besides being an Eagle Scout, he is also a graduate
of Southington High School high honors. This is the 33'® Eagle Scout
of Troop 32. We have a very active scouting group in town which meets
right next door.

Mr. Romano advised that the Sixth Annual Italian American
Festival is going to be next Friday, July 23* starting at 5:00 pm at
the lower Center Street area. It’s sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce, the Sons of Italy and the UNICO Club. All groups that do a
lot of work for the community. Last year, 18,000 people showed up.
They have entertainment every night. The Town Council has been
invited to the podium for the opening ceremony at 5:00 pm. It is a
great event and you will enjoy yourself. Your name does not have to
end in a vowel and you do not have to be Italian. You have to want to
come and drink and eat and be merry!

Dr. Natelli brought up three items:

- our library on July 6™ had its busiest day on record. They
checked out 2,727 items that day, approximately 227 items an hour. It
should be noted that week we had 90+ degree weather and the library
became a haven for cooling off.

There are two cooling centers in town: Calendar House and the
Library. These are available sites to cool off at when the
temperature hits 90+ degrees.

- A follow up on the YMCA and what they’re doing at the skate
park. They are complying with some of the things we asked them to do.

Sloper’s is open to the residents of Southington on Sundays. You
don’t’ have to be a member of the Y to use Sloper on Sundays. You can
go up on a Sunday and use Sloper. They have swimming and boating

available from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm.

As to the skate park, new signs have been ordered. There’s an
increase in publicity, i.e.: on the Town Green, in the newspapers.
They have resurfaced and fixed the cracks in the skate park and
they’ve recently had pro Doug Brown up there. They are trying to
accommodate the community as they set out to do.

- I had the pleasure of attending the Solvents Recovery
meeting on Saturday. Passed around a handout for everybody.
(Attachment 2)

This is a superfund site across Lazy Lane. They are getting
ready to start their clean up there.

They are interested in aiding the town in developing the Rails to
Trails from Curtis Street to Lazy Lane as part of their commitment to
the community. They have approximately $50 million available to them
in a dedicated fund. Explained the Rails that goes from Curtis
Street to Lazy Lane.



Across the street from the parking lot, they’ll put as many
parking spaces as we want there for access to the Trail. The timeline
for completion is approximately 3 to 5 years, depending on how things
go. Their start up time is within the next 12 months.

Mr. D’Angelo gave an update on the Labor Attorney Committee. We
will be meeting this summer to look at the responsibilities of the
labor attorney and looking to see what other options we can use and
hopefully soon come back to the Council. (Mr. Romano, Mr. D’'Angelo
and Mr. Leary)

IV. Report of Special Committees
A. Sewer Committee

Mr. Dobbins reported on one item. Our next meeting is this next
Wednesday and we do have a full Agenda. We had our first regional
buying effort with Cheshire on methanol. We had four prequalified
suppliers for this and prices for the next year will be quoted on a
monthly basis. Our companies prequalified are: Key Chemical, Trident
Chemical, Coyne Chemical and Astro Chemical. This is regionalization
that is working.

B. Public Works Committee

Mr. Romano reported:

- Bulky waste - we were at about 630 patrons this past
weekend. Previous years it has been over a thousand. We’re doing
well there curtailing the illegal dumping in previous years. No

patrons were turned away. There is still an issue with the scanners.
Explained that when the system goes live, it should fix a lot of that.

- The Parks Department as of July 1°%, the public works
department has assumed responsibility of the parks department. There
is a new hierarchy being developed. There may be some personnel
movement. Steve Wlodkowski is reviewing the budget to see if there
are ways to share resources, cross training of the equipment
operators, and overall ways to improve service. I think it will be a
big benefit to the community and we’re excited about that.

The Public Works Committee will include the Parks Department in
our report of ongoing operations. Feel free to join our meeting, if
interested.

- Prequalification Ordinance, public works reviewed this over
the last couple of meetings. Instead of prequalifying every bidder,
the approach we want to take is that the town will check the
qualifications of the three lowest bidders after the bids have been
received. Explained it was unanimously agreed that this update to the
ordinance is in the best interest of the town as it will save the town
time and allow for better use of resources.



- Southington Downtown area. Earlier in the year there was
concern regarding the cleanliness of the downtown area at the
committee level and at the Town Council. We’ve looked into this and
one area of concern was the cleanliness of the sidewalks. We reviewed
it and the town does have an ongoing program in place where the
downtown area streets get swept every Monday, early in the morning, as
well as during period of time when there are events going on.

We drafted a letter and provided it to everybody on the Council.
We are requesting that after closing on Sunday nights the businesses
and landlords sweep all the debris on the sidewalks out into the
street so that on Monday morning when the street sweeper comes by,
they can just pick it up. The letter will go to all businesses and
landlords in the downtown area.

There is a town ordinance requiring them to do this. We think
that we can probably take care of this and the partnership approach is
the best way to get support of the business community.

We feel it is extremely important to maintain the Renaissance
improvements that have happened down there.

- ARRA approval is my last item. The public works committee
and Town Council had previously approved the pavement of Mount Vernon
and South End Road pending approval and funding of the ARRA program.
We have received a letter that was approved on July 1° and that
contractor has been authorized to proceed with the work.

C. Emergency Medical Services (Ambulance) Committee

Dr. Natelli advised the committee met last week. We have a July
1 contract in place for the next two years with AMR. We ran at a
95 (+/-) tenths of a point success rate with the ambulance. They
complied within the contract that we had with them as a responder on
time.

Again, Priority 1 are significant medical emergencies and they
have 7 minutes and 59 seconds to have them on site. It takes
approximately 90 seconds from the call to get in to get the wheels
rolling for that ambulance.

Mr. D’Angelo brought up the letter in the paper from a very
distraught family. Did the committee have an opportunity to research
that?

Dr. Natelli explained the committee did have a chance to research
but he was invited to the meeting. We met in executive session and
seemed to answer all of his questions.

We have a way for AMR to report to us. And, we are streamlining
that. A committee will put together a new set of guidelines for them
to report to us.



D. BOE Facility Advisory Committee (Attachment 3)

Brian Goralski, Chair of the BOE, gave a background on the

report. This is the first of its kind. We had a committee with
members of the Board of Finance and the Town Council and the BOE serve
on the committee. Dr. Erardi’s presentation tonight and

recommendation regarding North Center School will give you the
groundwork to move forward with a potential opportunity.

One thing I’d like to mention to you as a whole. Certain things
I’ve heard in the community was a concern about the way some
information was shared. I address that simply, you all understand,
that some of the discussions within our committee were handled in
executive session. One is the report in the spiral binder. That was
executive session --- the feasibility study - because it had real
estate implications which you understand.

Thank you for being a part of this partnership committee within
the branches of government to find better ways to serve our community.
Hopefully, at the end of the day, that’s exactly what we’ll be doing.

I’11 answer any questions at the end.

Dr. Joseph Erardi, Superintendent of Schools, presented his
findings.

The charge of the facility advisory committee was to look at the
government offices in the Gura building and look at the now nearly
empty North Center School, to look at Beecher Street, the BOE
building, which turns 100 in two years and to see if we could make
sense out of that puzzle. We have.

He reviewed the three page hand-out (attached hereto). He noted
the information presented is just in concept. There was no action
taken by the school this past Thursday.

The following assumptions were made:

- The committee supports the concept that the BOE, town
offices can be relocated to North Center School.

- They also support the acceptance of the feasibility study
from Kaestle Boos Assoclates. (Spiral booklet) The bottom line is a
dollar that is plus six million.

- At some point in the future we will bring to you a second
consideration for the consolidation of town offices and the BOE into
North Center. This is the conceptually endorsed Item 4 where the
committee would encourage the Town Council to further explore through
the RFP process a private developer purchasing North Center School,
renovating or imploding the building to build new with a lease
purchase plan back to the Town.



The rough time line for that is on or about October 1°%, we’d have
a better sense of what that option looked like. It would come back to
the school board with Option 1, which is the feasibility study and
Option 2 which would give everybody around this table and the school
board’s table and the BOF’s table a compare and contrast to the
dollars and cents.

Attorney Sciota explained this was talked about in executive
session, as mentioned. This is the first time to discuss it in open
session. We would not be the first town to pursue this method. Under
the RFP what we would do is we would get together first of with the
facility director over at the BOE and the Town Engineer and we’d work
on the actual square footage requirements of both sides.

We’d put those together and then put together an RFP to many
entities, third party entities who would have the option to purchase
North Center School property and building, with the requirement that
they would then either rehab the building that’s there - their choice
— or raze the building and building as new to our specifications and
needs.

At that point, during the RFP process, they would also submit a
lease to purchase and at that point the town would have an option to
purchase for a specific amount after the period or continue to lease
for another period of time. That’d be all in the RFP.

Dr. Erardi noted in the three page handout, the final page is
just a fact sheet. He noted it is very important to look at recurring
costs.

The Chair added the lease to own is certainly a pretty
interesting concept. Discussion of other communities using this.

Mr. D’Angelo asked if the square footages for different offices
are the square footages that are required. How did Kaestle Boos come
up with these numbers. Mr. Tranquillo referred to a report that was
generated in 1988 of Central Elementary School wherein they did a
major evaluation of town hall space needs. What we have now on the
plan is reasonable, pretty close to what we need for space for the
town side.

The Chair commented the next logical step is to go forward with
the RFPs. We'’re not committed to anything. We don’t know what the
cost will be until we ask for it. That’s ultimately where I would want
this to go next.

The Chair asked if there was any objection to going forward and
doing that.



Ms. Miceli asked about a lease amount on a building that size.
The Town Attorney explained the different options that might be
proposed in the RFP.

Attorney Sciota noted in talking about the actual sale of the
Beecher Street property, that would bring income into the process as
noted on Page 3 of the handout. Gura building would be razed but
Beecher Street would be sold by the town.

Mr. Barry commended the leadership and the Council Chair for at
least exploring options for consideration.

Mr. Barry noted the issues have to be addressed sometime,
somehow, somewhere. I will reserve my comments and judgment.

Discussion of the timeline in response to a query by Mr.
D’ Angelo.

Mr. Romano pointed out six months of work has gone into this. No
way you’1ll absorb this in one evening. I'm available to talk about
this and speed up your learning curve on it. A big item for us.

Dr. Erardi added that in the school board’s conversation, what
will take place if we go forward with this, this will then go back to
the BOE. North Center School is a town owned building with oversight
from the school board. That action has to take place.

I don’t want you to lose sight of the fact this is phase one of
our work. The second phase is that the facility committee is looking
at this as our last best opportunity to bring something forward that
the community will understand, recognize and support.

Mr. Barry noted the problems that plague the Gura building. What
shape is the Beecher Street building in? Dr. Erardi said there are
significant problems with air and heat. We have ongoing roof repair.
It’s a building well taken care of but it’s not aging into --- I
believe 2012 marks its 100™ anniversary.

Mr. D’Angelo related his experience with the Beecher Street
building as he worked there for 30 years. I would be embarrassed
meeting people in the parking lot who were physically handicapped and
could not get into the building. That alone makes it a building that
is really not too great.

The Chair asked if anybody had an objection to go forward with
the RFP to get more answers.

(No response)






