
MINUTESOFTHETOWNCOUNCILMEETING
OFTHETOWNOFSOUTHINGTON

January10 2011

TheTownCounciloftheTownofSouthingtonheldameeting
onMonday January10 2011 EdwardS Pocock III Chairman
calledthemeetingtoorderat701oclock pm

ThefollowingCouncilpersonswerepresent viz

ChristopherJ Palmieri AnthonyE DAngelo
JohnN Barry DawnA Miceli
JohnC Dobbins StephanieA Urillo
AlbertA Natelli Jr PeterJ Romano Jr

EdwardS Pocock III

Exofficiomemberspresentwereasfollows viz

AnthonyJ Tranquillo DirectorofPublicWorksTown
Engineer

MarkJ Sciota DeputyTownManagerTownAttorney
JohnWeichsel TownManager

Arrivedwherenoted

AprayerwasrecitedbyJohnBarry Councilman

Amomentofsilencewasobservedforthevictimsofthetragedy
inArizona

ThePledgeofAllegiancewasrecitedbyeveryoneinattendance
beingledbyChiefThomasMurphy

Therewereapproximately20otherpersonsinattendance

EDWARDS POCOCK III Chairman Presiding

II Minutes

Mr Palmierimadeamotiontoapproveaspresented Mr
Dobbinsseconded Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

III CouncilmanicCommunications

TheChairnotedtheblizzardattheendoflastyear He
thankedstafffortheirworkonthat Weopeneduptheshelter
andthatwasinresponsetoourbiggestfearwhichwasthewinds
Wehadabunchoftreescomedownandpeopleactuallyutilized
theshelter
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TheCERTTeam onceagain didafantasticjob Highway
department bussing thedialysispatientswerestillabletogo

Iwanttothankeveryonefortheirinputandtheirhelp
Kudostostafffortheirfinework

Withtheupcomingstorm keeparealcloseeyeonthe
winds Theyhavealreadyrearrangedthedialysispatientsoffof
Wednesday Planningaheadforthisone

Mr Dobbinsacknowledgedthepublicworksdepartmentfor
thenicejobtheyvedonewiththeroadsthelastfewstormsthat
wevehad LastnightIwasoutandtheroadsareclear The
newsaltsubstitutedoesreallyseemtobedoinganicejob I
thinktheydeserveacknowledgementforthegoodjobthattheyve
done

Dr Urilloechoedthat Sheapplaudedthetownforbeing
proactivewithregardstotheseverestormandthewinds I
thinkwithregardstotheupcomingstorm itmaybejustasbad
withthewindstheyrepredicting Iknowthatourtowncanonce
againcomethroughtohelpthecitizenstoweatherthewinter
stormsthatweseemtobehavingrightinarow

Dr NatelliacknowledgedTomSnowwhoreceivedhisEagle
Scoutovertheweekend Hefinishedtheprojectwith55minutes
tospare Theyhavetodoaprojectbythetimetheyre18
yearsoldandiftheydontcompletetheprojecttheydonotget
theawardofEagleScout Thisyoungmandidaprojectthathe
workedwithSt ThomasChurchonandcompleteditwith55minutes
tospare Heshouldbeacknowledgedforthat Congratulations
tohim

Mr BarrybroughtuptheCAFR Audit justreceived He
saidhewasverypleased itwasthelastbudgetthathewas
Chairmanin20092010anditendedwithasurplusofaround
700000 Verygoodnewsintermsofthefiscalhealthofour

community

Itwastheresultofhardworkofouradministrationand
townemployeesfromthebottomtothetop Itshowsusinthat
budgetyear thetownbudgetwasflat Azeropercentincrease
Itwasnteasytogowithazeroincreaseinthebudget butwe
didit Wediditagainstsomeopposition Butitshowsthere
aresavingstobefoundingovernment Waystomakeitleaner
andmoreefficient Whenyouhaveazeropercentincreaseand
stillendupwithalmosta 700000surplus Ithinkitsagood
wayforustogointothenextbudgetcycle

IwanttothanktheTownManagerandtheTownAttorneyand
allthedepartmentheads ButIwantedtothankallthe
employees too Inthatyearweeliminatedalotofovertime
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ExplainedabouttheTaxOfficebeingopenonThursdayonlyduring
thepeakmonths

Wereinreallygoodfiscalshape buttherearebig
challengesahead Ilookforwardtothenextbudgetcycleand
hopefullywewillusethatasaguideaswegothroughthe
process

TheChairremindedeveryonethePolarPlungeiscoming He
willbetakingthedipthisyearforthepolicedepartment Its
adonationforagoodcause Kidsthatcantaffordtogoto
camparegoingtobeabletogotocamp

Mr BarrybroughtupbeingontheCouncilyouareableto
meetalotofdifferentpeopleandnewpeople Itsoneofthe
thingsIlikeaboutservingontheCouncil

Overthelastholiday FatherBrenzaatMaryOurQueen
Churchpassedaway IgottoknowhimbecauseIinvitedhimto
leadusinprayer Iwantedtoreachouttotheclergyinour
community Ireallyenjoyedtalkingtohimashewasvery
gracious IthensawhimoveraThanksgivingDayprogramatMary
OurQueenChurch Ifwecouldjusthaveamomentofsilencefor
theformerPriestatMaryOurQueenChurchinSouthingtonwhowas
arealfriendtothepeopleofSouthington

AmomentofsilencewasobservedforFatherBrenza

IV ReportofSpecialCommittees

A SewerCommittee

Mr Dobbinsreportedthesewercommitteeheldaspecial
thmeetingonJanuary5 toreviewandmakerecommendationstothe

Councilonthreeprojects Attachment1

1 RFQforroofreplacementatthetreatmentplant
influentpumpstation Atotalofsixcompaniesbid Thesewer
committeerecommendsPreissBreismeister PCof
NorwalkGlastonburyfortheprojectintheamountof 3400

Heexplainedthelowestbidwasnotrecommendedasitdid
notincludeconstructionadministrationcosts

Therewasasavingsof 9400overpriorproposals This
isanactionitemthiseveningunder8c

2 RFQforfuelstoragereplacementtanksatthewater
pollutioncontrolplant Thisprojectincludesremovaloftwo
oiltanks Thefirstisa6000gallontanklocatednexttothe
digesterplant Itsnolongerinuseduetotheboilertheyre
using Theyreusingnaturalgas
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fromNovemberthruDecember Wediscussedthisatcommittee
level ProEnergyisdoinganexcellentjobwiththestreet
lightingmaintenance

Theyareslightlybehindonthefivedayturnaround which
isstillaheckofanimprovementoverthepreviousvendor Its
duetotheirownproactivemaintenanceinotherareas Theyve
beendoinganightlyauditofallareasandtheyveeatensomuch
oftheirinventorythattheyhadtoordermore Thatswhythey
fellbehindalittlebit

Theyunderstoodtheimportanceofusgettingbackand
makingsurewestaywithinthosefivedays Ihadameetingwith
staff

Mr TranquilloadvisedofameetingwithProEnergylate
lastweekandtheyaretotallycaughtup

Mr RomanoacknowledgedMs Turnquistwhohasbeendoingan
excellentjobwiththatprogram

3 IntersectionSightDistanceImprovements Thisisan
actionitem Thepurposeofthispolicyistoidentifyaprocess
bywhichresidentsmaygoaboutrequestingtheremovalof
obstructionsontownpropertythatisimpedingtheirsightofthe
roadtraffic Attachment2

Thisdoesnotmeantheyautomaticallygettoremovethe
obstruction Itonlygivesthemaprocedureofhowtogoabout
requestingthatsotheycanalteritattheirowncostwithno
liabilitytothetown Thisisonlyontownproperty

Thatsactionitem8F

Mr Tranquillopointedoutthispolicymirrorsthestates
policyandaninformalpolicywehavehadforthepastthirty
years

Mr Barrysaidhewasinfavorofthepolicy Hehada
questionon whichIamnotinfavorof butpresentpolicyis
thatusuallycommitteedecisionsarenotthefinaldecisions
ItsusuallytheTownCouncil Itsaysinthepolicy if
adjoiningpropertyownersdonotagreewithwhatisbeing
planned themattershallbereviewedbythepublicworks
committee anditsdecisionshallbefinal Justintermsof
keepingeverythingthesame Iwouldthinkitshouldbethatthe
Councilwouldhavefinaldecision Thecommitteecouldmakea
recommendationtotheCouncil obviously

Mr Tranquilloindicatedstaffhasnoproblemwiththat
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Dr Urilloaskedifoncethisisapproved willthisbeon
thewebsiteforthepublic Mr Romanorespondedyes itwould
bepartofthewebsite

Discussionofhowmanyoftheseissuesactuallycometothe
Council

C EmergencyMedicalServicesCommittee

Dr NatellireportedontheEMSCommittee Wemetlast
weekandwehadthreethingsthatwentout

First Iwilladdressthereportfrom communicationsthat
wasbroughtuppreviously WehavehadMarcusCommissionsgo
aroundthecommunityandtestourradiofrequency Werunontwo
frequencieshereinthetown frequencyoneandten

WhenhewenttothefootofMeridenMountainonMed1
therewereissueswithMed10inthatarea Now theNewHaven
CMEDtrafficoverlapsandconfusesthetransmissions Thismay
becausingsomeoftheissuesforcarscallinginfromthesouth
sideofSouthingtonrequestingaMedchannel

BettercoordinationonMedChannelcoverageoverlapwill
help possiblyevensharingsites Anothersolutionisreceivers
withdirectionalantennasfacingintoyourservicearea

Oneotherpotentialtoeliminatethisproblemdowntheroad
isintwoyearstheFCCismakingitmandatorythatwehave
narrowerbandingontheradio

Asolutionwethinkwehaveiswhenthenarrowbandscome
in assigningdifferentbandstodifferentareas sothereis
thislackofconfusion

WeareworkinghardonthatandMr Motesisontopofit

2 ReportoftheAmbulanceCommitteereviewingAMRs
reportsforSeptember OctoberandNovember Theydidmeetthe
required90 percentinrespondingtoPriority1calls

Sufficeittosaythattheyarerespondingandtheymeet
andexceednationalaveragesfortheirresponsetimes

3 WeactuallywentdowntoAMRsdispatching
headquartersinNorthHaventogetafeelforwhathappenswhena
callcomesin WesawacallcomeintoSouthington

Oneofthechallengescomingupshortlyisthatweare
goingtobedispatchingfromthepolicedepartmentandthatwill
eliminateoneproblemwhichisdispatchingitself
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ItaddstoAMRssuccessbecauseitwilltakeapproximately
15minutesforthecalltocomeinandbedispatchedfromthe
PD Thatisnottakenawayfromthe759AMRhastorespondat
thistime

Inaddition AMRdoesaskitsemployeestocomeupto
Southingtonandsomeofthemhavedoneitontheirown toreview
thestreetsandlookatwaystogetaroundthecommunity They
dotakeaproactivestanceinthis

Sometimesthecustomercanhelpthevendorfindsolutions
IthinkwedidfindoneweregoingtoworkonwithAMRfora
betterresponsetime

Finally AMRisusingourfiredepartmentmoreandmore
whentheydontthinktheyllbeonacallontime ChiefClark
saidthisatthemeetingandhessaidthatduetothat we
respondfastertoourcallsintown

Discussionfollowedregardingtheresponsetimesbecauseof
thepossiblechangeindispatch Mr Barryjustwantedthe
publictofeelsafethatwearenotprolongingtheresponsetime

EndofTape 1 SideA
NoSideBonTape 1
BeginningofTape 2 SideA

V TownManagersReportandCommunications

Mr WeichseladvisedTomWest SuperintendentoftheWater
Departmentisheretopresentthefollowingitems

TheChairnotedfortherecordtonightwehavewithusMr
West SuperintendentofWater BobBerkmoes SecretaryTreasurer
andChiefMurphywhoisthecurrentPresidentoftheWaterBoard

A Introductionofbondordinanceappropriating
1680000 fordesign constructionandinstallationofwater

mainsonWestCenterStreet WestStreetandWelchRoadand
schedulingpublichearingonJanuary24 2011 Attachment3

TomWestexplainedthisissome12 watermainsthatare
almostcompleteatthispoint Therearesomesidestreetsthat
stillhavetobetiedinonWestCenterStreet

WestStreetiscompletebetweenWestCenterandMill
Street

And thecompletionofaloopthatwestartedinstalling
fouryearsagoonWelchRoad Thisisastreamcrossingthat
goesundertheEightMileRiveronWelchRoad Itsabout100
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butitisthemostdifficultportionofthatproject Thatwas
completedlateinthefall

Stilltobecompletedonthisprojectaresomeofthe
hydrantsthatneedtobeactivated someofthewaterservices
areyettobetiedoveronWestCenterStreetandsomeofthe
sidestreetsstillhavetobetiedinonWestCenterStreet

FinalpavingonWestCenterStreetwilltakeplacenext
year ItsourgoaltocoordinatewiththetownonpavingonWest
StreetbetweenWestCenterandMillStreetsowehaveafinal
pavedroadthatiswithoutanytrenchexcavationonit

And WelchRoad thefinalpavingwilltakeplaceinthe
spring

ProjectisduetobecompletebytheendofMay

B Introductionofbondordinanceappropriating
1730000 fordemolitionandreplacementofwaterstoragetank

attheMariondaleDriveWaterFiltrationPlantandscheduling
publichearingonJanuary24 2011 Attachment3

Mr Westexplainedthistankwasconstructedintheearly
90s Thetankisasteeltankwithanepoxypaintcoating
insideandoutsidetoprotectitfromrust Wefoundsevenyears
agothatthistankwasstartingtodeteriorateontheinside We
putabidoutfouryearsagotorepainttheinsideofthetank
andatthattime thecostwashalfamilliondollars

Webiditoutagaininabetterbiddingenvironment It
wasstillclosetohalfamilliondollarsfortheinterior
paintingandarepairovercoatontheexterior

Wedecidedtoholdup Weconsultedwithanengineering
firmwhodidaneconomicanalysisofrepaintingversus
replacementwithanewreinforcedconcretetank Thereinforced
concretetankshavethebenefitofminimalmaintenanceovertime

Wehaveoneconcretetankintown Thatslocatedat
VillageGateDrive Itsahalfmilliongallontank Itsbeen
inplacesincetheearly90sanditlookslikethedayweputit
in

Thiswillbethecompletereplacementofthetank

Theintentionistobidthisoutinthespringtosummer
withdemolitionoftheoldtankstartinginlateAugustorearly
September Constructionofthenewtankplacewilltakeplace
overthewinterperiodandthetankbeingputonlinebythe
middleofMayof2012
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Thelifespanofasteeltankwillbe60to80yearsand
someareinserviceforoverahundreddependingonhowtheyre
maintained

Discussionofmaintenanceoverthelifeofthetank

Similarlongevityforaconcretetankasthatofasteel
tank

GeneraldiscussionontheAquiferProtectionRegulations
andtheStreamflowRegulations Mr WeststatedthattheAquifer
ProtectionRegulationsarepositivetothewaterdepartment
Applicantsaregoingtoapplybestmanagementpracticestothe
storageandtransferofthosematerialsontheirproperty

VI TownAttorneysReport

A UpdateonNorthCenterSchoolProject

AttorneySciotaadvisedstaffandMr CoxfromtheBOEhave
metonnumerousoccasionswiththeBorghessigroup Weretrying
togetthefloorplansinastatethatthedepartmentheads town
staffandtheBOEarecomfortablewith Werewellalongwith
thatproject

Thesiteplanisstillbeingreviewed TheTownPlanner
EnvironmentalPlanner theTownEngineer theManagerandIare
meetingwiththeBorghessiGrouponthesiteplan

Myaspectofitisthepurchaseandsalesagreementwhich
iscompleted ItsbeingreviewedbytheattorneyImsendingit
totomakesureIdidntmissanything Theleaseisjustabout
readytogototheattorneytomakesureIdidntmissanything
Oncethatscompleted thenitwillgototheBorghessiGroup

Thereisanissuewiththe824 ThePZCfeltthatthey
werenotbroughtintotheprocesssoonenough Wearegoingto

thbeputtingonafullpresentationforthemattheir18 meeting
TheBorghessiGroupandDr Erardi Chairmanofthecommittee
willmakethepresentation

thWehopetogetafavorable824onthe18 whichwillgo
thbacktoyouforthe24 whichisyourpublichearingforthis

And ifallgoeswell youmightbeabletoactonitthen

Idohavetwothingsforexecutivesession pending
litigationandapersonnelmatter

VII PublicCommunications

ArthurCyr 103BerlinAvenue Discussedthedecisionof
theTownManagerspositionhiring Eitherway nomatterwhat
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youdid someonewasntgoingtobehappy Youmadethe
decision Weregoingtohaveagreatteam Itstimeforallto
bequietandmoveon

AsfortheNorthCenterfacility IbelievethisCouncil
andtheBOEtotallymissedtheboatwhentheysetupthe
facilitiescommittee ItwastopheavywithBOEpeople There
are3BOEmembers 4BOEadministratorstaff only2townstaff
1TownCouncilorand1personfromtheBOF NoonefromthePZC

OurPZCisourplannersforthefuture Howdowego
aboutdealingwith3majorbuildingsinthistownwithoutputting
anybodyfromthePZConthecommittee

ThePZCwasrightwhentheysaidno Icantwaittoseeif
theBOFisgoingtotrytopullthesamethingonyoubecause
thereisamajordecisionformillionsandmillionsofdollars
Wecircumventedvoterreferendumbydoingitthisway And
nobodyaskedtheBOFwhattheythought

Ithinkwefailedtocommunicate Ihopeitsalearning
experienceforthisCouncil

Thebondingonyouractionagendatonightforthewater
department IwouldliketostandheretonightandsayIsupport
thebonding Heaskedalotofquestions Isaytoyou you
willanswermyquestions Ifyoudontlikeit youneedto
thinkaboutthepositionyouhaveinthistown Illask
legitimatequestionsandifyoudontlikeit leave Imgoing
tobehereforalongtime

BennyCammuso MeridenAvenue Hespokeaboutthebulky
wastestation Shouldwechargealittlebitmoreifyougomore
than2or3timesaweek

Spokeaboutthebudgetfornextyearandtheneedtokeep
itlow

WespokeaboutspendingmoneyfortheNewTownManagerto
cometotown Idontthinkitsfair

Lookwherewecansavemoneyforthetaxpayers

Whatrewegoingtodoforthepeoplewithlimited
education Howmanyjobsareavailablewheneverybodycomesout
ofcollege Lookintoit

Lookatthehousing Thinkaboutitwhenyougoforthe
budgetthisyear

LarryDePaolofromBlatchleyAvenue Iwanttofully
supportthewaterdepartmentsrequestforthebonding Itsno
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costtothetaxpayersanditsfullyfundedbythewater
departmentcustomers

HecitedtheTownCharterregardingbondingordinancesor
specialappropriationsinexcessof 1millionshallnotbecome
effectiveuntilthesameshallhavebeenapprovedbyamajority
ofthosequalifiedtovote Votingthereon thatthereferendum
calledbytheCouncilforthatpurpose

Another Anycontractverbalorwrittenmadeinviolation
ofthisChartershallbenullandvoid

MyquestionisontheNorthCenterproject Whenwesign
thecontract itsgoingtocostusthetaxpayersover 1
million And whyarewenotgoingtoreferendumonthat

AttorneySciotarespondedwhenyouhavealeasefor
property weresellingthepropertyandthenwereleasingit
back thetowncanenterleasesonaperiodicbasisandnot
violatetheCharter

IlioFusciello 82AutranAvenue spokeabouthisissue
indicatinghewantedtobepaid

EndofTape 2 SideA
BeginningofTape 2 SideB

IlioFusciellocontinued

SandraFeld 821GlacierWay IwanttocongratulateMr
Dobbinsonthegreatworkthesewercommitteedid Savingsof
9400ontheroofreplacementandareyousayingthatyousaved
20450onItemD

Mr Dobbinsstatedtheinitialcontactreceivedbackin
Septemberwasfor 27800forprofessionalservices

Ms Feldstatedthatisterrific Congratulations
Greatwork

VIII OldBusiness

A Actiononschedulingpublichearingonbondordinance
appropriating 1680000 watermains

TheChairstatedthepublichearingwouldbescheduledfor
ththeJanuary24 2011meetingat700pm Mr DAngelomadethe

thmotiontoschedulethepublichearingforthe24 at700pm
Ms Miceliseconded Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

B Actiononschedulingpublichearingonbondordinance
appropriating 1730000 waterstoragetank
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Mr DobbinsmadeamotiontoschedulethisitemforJanuary
24 2011at700pmforapublichearing Mr Palmieriseconded
Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

C AwardofBid RoofReplacementatTreatmentPlant
influentpumpstation

Mr DobbinsmadeamotiontoawardPreissBreismeisterof
NorwalkGlastonburyintheamountof 3400 Dr Urilloseconded
Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

D AwardofBid FuelStorageTankReplacementat the
WPCF

Mr Dobbinsmadeamotion toawardthebidtoHRP
AssociatesofFarmingtonintheamountof 7250 Mr DAngelo
seconded Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

E WardofBid PlantsvilleSettlingTankBypass

Mr PalmierimadeamotiontoawardthebidtoWoodard
CurranoutofCheshirewiththestipulationthatJaySheehanis
theprojectmanagerfortheprojectandthesalariesratesare
included aswell Mr Romanoseconded Motionpassed
unanimouslyonavoicevote

F ActiononIntersectionSightDistanceImprovement
Policy

Mr Palmierimadeamotiontoapprovewiththechangeas
outlinedthiseveningthattheTownCouncilwillhavethefinal
decisionratherthanthepublicworkscommittee Dr Urillo
seconded Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote

IX NewBusiness

A Taxrefunds Attachment4

Ms Micelimadeamotiontoacceptthetaxrefundsthatare
inourpackagesthisevening Mr Palmieriseconded Motion
passedunanimouslyonavoicevote

X Adjournment ExecutiveSession Pendinglitigationand
personnelmatter

Dr Urillosomovedthemotiontogointoexecutivesession
forpendinglitigationandapersonnelmatter Ms Miceli
seconded Fortherecord forthependinglitigationitwillbe
theManagerthePublicWorksDirectorandtheTownAttorney For
personnelmatteritwillbeatleasttheTownManagerandthe
TownAttorney Motionpassedunanimouslyonavoicevote
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EXECUTIVESESSION

TheSouthingtonTownCouncilenteredexecutivesession
immediatelyfollowingtheTownCouncilmeetingwiththefollowing
inattendanceinordertodiscusspendinglitigationanda
personnelmatter

ThefollowingCouncilpersonswerepresent viz

AnthonyE DAngelo ChristopherJ Palmieri
JohnC Dobbins JohnN Barry
DawnA Miceli PeterJ Romano Jr
StephanieA Urillo EdwardS Pocock III Chair

Exofficiomemberspresentwereasfollows

JohnWeichsel TownManager
MarkJ Sciota DeputyTownManagerTownAttorney
AnthonyJ Tranquillo DirectorofPublicWorksTown

Engineer

Absent

AlbertNatelli Jr Councilman

Mr Tranquilloleftafterthependinglitigationmatterwas
discussed

Nomotionsweremadeorvotestakenduringexecutive
session

Ms Micelimadeamotion toadjournfromexecutivesession
Mr Palmieriseconded Motionpassedunanimously

Executivesessionwasadjournedat840oclock pm

REGULARSESSION

Mr DAngelomadeamotiontoadjourntheTownCouncil
meetingwhichwassecondedbyMr Barry Motionpassed
unanimously

Meetingwasadjournedat841oclock pm

MarkJ Sciota
ActingSecretary




























