
MINUTESOFTHETOWNCOUNCILMEETING
OFTHETOWNOFSOUTHINGTON

January24 2011

TheTownCounciloftheTownofSouthingtonheldapublic
hearingandregularmeetingonMonday January24 2011 Edward
S Pocock III Chairman calledthemeetingtoorderat701
oclock pm

PublicHearings

1 Ordinanceappropriating 1680000 forcostsrelatedtothe
design constructionandinstallationofwatermainsonWest
CenterStreet WestStreetandWelchRoad

And

2 Ordinanceappropriating 1730000 forcostsrelatedtothe
demolitionofthewaterstoragetankattheMariondaleDrive
WaterFiltrationPlantanditsreplacementatthesamelocation

ThomasMurphy 197BurrittStreet Presidentofthe
SouthingtonWaterBoard

ThesetwoordinanceshavebeenbeforetheBoardofFinance
previouslyandsubsequentlytheyarereferredtoyoufolksat
thispoint

Thefirstone theWelchRoadportionhasalreadybeen
completed WestStreetportionhasbeencompleted Because
thosetwosections weweretoldbythehighwaydepartmentthey
hadplannedonresurfacingbothWestStreetandaportionof
WelchRoadthiscomingyear Wewanttomakesurethatitwas
settledandrestoredbacktoasnearperfectaspossible

OntheWestCenterStreetportion becauseoftheweather
thereisstillsomeworktobedone And thereisalotofwork
tobedoneonWestStreetdowntoSummit

Themainlinehasalreadybeencompletedallofthewayto
thebottomofWaterStreetbutthereissomeconnectionshalfway
upthehillthatarenotdoneandnumerousothersidestreets
thathavetobetiedin Itllallbedoneassoonasthe
weatherbreaks

Mr Palmieriaskedaboutrateimpacts ChiefMurphysaid
thiswouldnotaffectthewaterratesassuch Wehavebonds
thatarecomingduetobepaidoffwithinthecomingyears
budgetandthiswillbeareplacementofthat

HeexplainedthebookshavebeenopenedtotheBOFandthe
waterboardwillpaythebondingpayments
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TheChairaskediftherewereanyquestionsonthesecond
item

Noresponse

Mr Barryaskedabouttheinterestrateonthetenyear
noteascomparedtotheprivatefunding waystopayforthework
Mr Weichselsaidthebondingwouldbelowerthantheprivate
fundingmaybeevenbyawholepercentagepoint

Interestratesareatanalltimelowanditsagoodtime
toborrowmoney notedMr Barry

JoeLandrie 41PreliCourt Thiswaterboardwantstoact
onanautonomousbasisandnotreporttotheTownManagerbutbe
completelyindependent

Icanunderstandtheirreasonforcomingbeforethisboard
Theyaresavingmoney Butletsnotjustsaywewanttobe
completelyautonomousbutwhenitbecomestheirbestinterest
cometothetownforsupport Letsnothaveitbothways

Ifyouwantourhelp letsworkasatownentityand
reporttotheTownManagerandnottoacommission

Hearingnofurthercomment theChairclosedbothpublic
hearings

3 SalesandLeaseBack ofNorthCenter School
Attachment1FacilityAdvisoryCommitteeReport

BrianGoralski ChairmanoftheBOE presented Hethanked
Mr WeichselforhisyearsofservicetoSouthingtonand
particularlyforassistinguswiththiscommittee Mr Goralski
washeretonightrepresentingtheFacilityAdvisoryCommittee a
committeethatwasputtogetherbytheBOE ItsthelasttimeI
knowIllhavetheopportunitytonameMr Weichseltoserveona
committeewithus Iwanttothankhimforthat plushis
previousyearsofservicethattheBOEhasenjoyedashisservice
asourTownManager Thankyou

Iamherebeforeyoutonight forthesecondtime This
shouldbethenightthatthehardworkdonebyourfacilityuse
committeeseesitscompletionandanopportunitytobringtown
governmentandBOEofficestogether

Weorganizedthefacilityusecommitteealittleovera
yearagowiththeideaoffindingthebestwaytoutilizeour
buildingswhenNorthCenterSchoolbecame vacant
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Heexplainedthemakeupofthecommittee Togetherwe
foundthebestusewecouldrecommendforthatfacilitywasa
needthatwaslookedatmanyyearsagobypreviouscouncilsfor
townoffices Wetookitonestepfurtherandwehadthe
blendingofgovernmentandtheBOE

Wefoundthecostwasmuchhigherthanwethought We
becamecreative Webecamethoughtful Fromtheworkofthat
committeecameforwardthepresentationthatiswithyoutonight
aboutourrecommendationwhichisnowyouractiontofinda
betteruseforthebuilding

Ithinkitsanexcellentopportunitytoaddressconcerns
withinourcommunityformanyyears Itsanopportunityto
moveSouthingtonforwardwhichissomethingweallstrivetodo

Ithankeveryonefortheirworkonthecommittee Ilook
forwardtoyouractionthiseveningandthemanyotherwaysthat
wecanworktogethertomakethishappen

Thankyouforyourtime

Dr JosephErardi SuperintendentofSchools passedaround
abookletontheNorthCenterSchoolProject

HestartedbythankingMr Weichselwhoreallyofferedmea
bitofaninsightintothiscommunitybeforeIarrivedandwhenI
arrivedandoverthepastfourplusyears Imextremely
appreciativeofallofthatandfurtherappreciativethatyour
numberwasbiggerthanmynumbereverybudgetseasonwhichmade
mylifeveryeasy So Ithankyou Ionlywishyouthebest
John

Hethenreviewedtheexecutivesummarywhichhepassed
around HespokeaboutthethreebuildingissuetheBOEhadtwo
andhalfyearsago Welookedattheapproachinpartnership
withthetown Thedecisionstheschoolboardneededtomake
were

longtermuseofNorthCenterSchoolwhenPlantsville
movedback

didtheschoolboardplantomovebacktothePyne
Centerordidtheschoolboardplantohousetheiralternative
highschoolforanextendedperiodoftime

whatwasthelongtermplanninginabuildingthathas
becomeaverydifficultbuildingtomaintainduetotheenergy
issuesandthebuildingisnolongercompliantwithdisabilities
andwearoverthelasthundredyears
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Wehadmeetingsonhowtogoforwardtoresolvetheissues
Concurrently theTownManagerandTownAttorneyhadissueswith
afacility Thusthefacilitiesadhoccommitteewasformedin
Novemberof2009

Ourworkoverthepast15months wasextensive
collaborativeandIthoughtweknewgoingforwardthiswastruly
theleastexpensivetimeifweweregoingtobegintoresolve
issuesonbothsidesofthetable

Youhaveanaggressiveplan Itsaninnovativeplan Its
aplanthatwebelieveisaplanthatwillsavethecommunity
wellover 1million However itisanexpensiveplan Itsa
planwewouldliketostartasquicklyaswecould Itsaplan
thatwebelieveisaworkinprogress

IhopethisconversationthiseveningwillbearoundNorth
CenterSchool Therewillbefurtherconversationsthroughoutall
ofourelectedandappointedofficials boardsandcommissions
concerningthefutureuseoftheBeecherStreetSchoolandthe
futureuseoftheGuraBuilding

Iseethisasaverypositiveplanforthetownandthe
schoolboardtobegintohaveconversationsaboutefficiencyand
aboutbeingcosteffective Imreferringtopurchasing
personnel andtechnology

Itsanaggressiveplan Thetimelinethatsinfrontof
youisifallgoeswell ourmovedaytoNorthCenterfrom
BeecherStreetwillbesomewherearoundThanksgiving 2011

Iwillsharethiswasthefirstcommitteeinalengthy
periodoftimeinregardstofacilitiesthathadajointvision
andajointlookinbeingaggressivewithwhatwefeltwas
addressingtheissueswithinthiscommunity

Dr Erardicommentedaboutthisbeingafirstclasstown
withsecondorthirdratefacilities

Thisputstobedandcouldtakeofftherolls theBeecher
StreetBOEbuilding itputsterrificuseoftheNorthCenter
Schoolbuildinganditalsoputstobedtheissueofour
alternativehighschoolonoursideoftheledger Thisisan
enormouswinwinfortheBOE

Webelieveinlongtermplanning Itsanenormousfiscal
financial economicwinwinforthecommunity

IwilldefertoMr Tranquillo
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Mr Tranquillotalkedaboutthesitelayout Thebuilding
hasabout20000sfonthefirstfloorand10000sfonthelower
floor

Hepointedtotheentrancetotheschoolinrelationto
HobartStreetbeingjustsouthoftheintersection Heexplained
thecurrentparkingareaswerenoted Theresatwoway
exitentranceontoMillStreetwithabout20parkingspaces
located Theentireparkingforthesiteatpresentisabout40
spaces

Thereissomeveryspottyfloodingconditionsinthelower
lot Pondingisnoted

Thepreliminaryproposedsiteplanwasdiscussed Hobart
Streetwouldbetdupherewiththenewentranceintothesite
Therewouldbeatwowayentrancewithatrafficsignalandsome
improvementsmadetotheintersection Atrafficstudywillbe
donetoascertaintheincreaseintrafficthereandwehaveto
maintainalevelofserviceCatthatintersection

AllanandMarcBorghessiareintheaudience Theywillbe
availabletoansweranyquestionsandtheymaymakecomments
regardingtheworkthatneedstobedonetomakethisfacilitya
modern efficientbuilding

Hediscussedthecircularflowoftheentireparking lot
Veryefficient convenientdesign Sixhandicappedspaceswhich
haveaccesstothebuildingatgradewheretherewillbean
elevatoravailabletoaccesstheentirefootprintofthe
building

Agradeentrancewillbeatthelowerlevel Handicapped
provisionswillbemet

Wehave87parkingspacesinthisarea indicated with6
handicappedforatotalof93 And thenthereisapproximately
25to30towardtheMillStreetside So 126parkingspaces
total Thestaffandtowncarswilloccupyabout75spaces So
50spacesforthepublicandvisitors

Thesynergybetweentheusehere theofficeuseandthe
railstotrailsisverygood Thiscouldactuallydoubleas
parkingforthetrail

Hethenexplainedthepreliminaryfloorplansforthe
building TheBOEareawasdiscussedasbeingapproximately
13000sf net Therestofthebuildingisupfordiscussionin
termsofwhoisgoingtomovethere Thattotalsabout9000sf

Stairwellsandelevatorlocationwaspointedoutand
discussed




