
AMENDEDMINUTESOF JULY13 2010MEETING

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat632pm byCommission ChairmanEarlTemchin

Memberspresent Ben Cammuso MarleneCarbone MarjorieChase SusanLocks LynnMaschi
SandraMicalizzi GussNevelos MichaelRossiandEarlTemchin

PledgeofAllegianceCommissionerBenCammusoledthe totheAmericanFlag

TheminutesoftheJune8 2010meeting werepresentedtotheCommission Amotionwasmadeby
GussNevelostoaccepttheminutesaspresented secondedbyBenCammuso allwereinfavor

Treasurer sReportThe wasgivenbyCommissioner TreasurerSusanLockswhoreportedthatofthe
FY20092010 509025 revisedbudget whichincludes 44016inTransfersAdjustments
46688331 929 hasbeenexpended 622574remainsencumbered leaving 3591595 Ms

LocksnotedthatMr Verderamehadinformedherthatseveralbillshavebeensubmittedandwillbe
paidagainst theexistingfunds afterwhichremainingfundswillbereturnedtotheTownsgeneralfund
Fundsthatremaininthespecialrevenueaccountwillbecarriedoverintothe nextfiscalyearandwill
continuetoaugmenttransportationservicesasstipulatedbythetermsofthegrant Ms Locksalso
reportedthatoftheFY20102011 475644 revisedbudget 1143340 83 hasbeenexpended
2782780hasbeenencumbered leavinganavailablebudgetof 43638280 CommissionerMicalizzi

commentedonovertimepaidinthisFY andreiteratedthatwithatightbudget all expensesneedtobe
monitored AmotionwasmadebyGussNevelostoaccepttheTreasurer sReportaspresented
secondedbyLynnMaschi allwereinfavor

DirectorsandProgramCoordinatorsReportExecutiveDirector RobertVerderamepresentedthe
forJune2010 notingthattheDialARideProgramprovided960onewayrides including506medical

thruns Some210RenterReliefapplicationshavebeenprocessedsincetheprogrambeganonMay17
ProgramCoordinatorSharynMurphyandvolunteersaredoinganexcellentjob Twohousingauthority
siteswerevisited withfouradditionalsitesscheduledduringJuly Thisprogramgeneratesconsiderable
telephonecalls withoveronehundredcallsspecifictoitreceivedduringJune Connecticutbecamethe
firststatetoexpandMedicaidcoverageundertheAffordable CareActrequiringstatestocoverlow
incomeindividuals Asvariousprovisionsofthe newHealthCareReformBilltakeeffect therewillbe
additionaltrainingandinformationalsessionsscheduled

UnderBusMaintenance Allbusesarerunning well

UnderBuildingMaintenance Themercuryswitchthermostatintheoffice areawasreplaced aswell
asathermostat lockboxinthegameroom HVACunitswereservedandductworktoHVACunitswas
cleaned Lightfixtureballastsinthekitchenandhallwayareaswerechanged AchangeintheAT T
serviceaddingtwoadditionallineswithroll overfeaturewascompleted

YouthHonorDayTheannual pairingSouthingtonHighSchoolstudentswithvariousTown
DepartmentstookplaceonTuesday June1 MissBrookeSakowiczspentthemorningattheCalendar
Houseinteractingwithanumberofseniorcitizensaswellaswith thestaff
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ContinuingundertheDirectorsReport TheExecutiveDirectorattendedseveralmeetings
ndincluding theStateofConnecticutDepartmentofTransportationTitleVImeetingonJune2 the
thConnecticutAssociationofMunicipalAgentsstatewideseminarinMontville CTonJune11 andthe

ConnecticutAssociationofMunicipalAgentsAnnualMandatoryTrainingSessionattheTollandSenior
ththCenteronJune15 OnJune25 theCalendarHousestaffwasabletoparticipateintheConnecticut

AssociationofSeniorCenterPersonnel CASCP AnnualAllStaffTrainingafternoonsession

TheExecutiveDirectormetwithMr DanBrittwhoisconductingasurveyfor theBristolChamberof
Commercerelatingtotransportationneeds andconcerns ItemsdiscussedincludedtheDialaRide
programaswellasissuesrelatingtotheCTStateDistrictLineandthefactthatSouthington isoneof
onlythreetownsthatdoesnothaveatransit line Thissurveyshouldbecompletedbytheendofthe
year

CommissionerMicalizziaskedwhytheBristolChamberofCommercewouldwantSouthington
information Mr Verderamerepliedthatthesamestateofficedealswithdistrictlineconcernsforboth
BristolandSouthington andinfactBristolDistrictTransitcomesintoSouthington onalimitedbasis
CommissionerTemchinnotedthattheBristolSeniorCentertransportation programisnotasdeveloped
asSouthington s Mr TemchinalsoremarkedthattheoreticallytheBristolDistrictTransitwould
providetransportationforsomedisablednonseniorindividuals CommissionerMicalizziaskedhowthis
serviceiscommunicatedtoindividualsthatmightbenefit fromit CommissionerMaschiinquiredasto
thecontentanddistributionoftheBristolsurvey Mr Temchinaskedwheretheresults wouldbe
disseminated Mr VerderamerepliedthatinadditiontotheBristolChamberofCommerce survey
conclusionswouldbesubmittedtotheStateRepresentativespositionedtoaddressconsiderationsfor
possiblefunding Mr BrittwillalsobemakingtheresultsavailabletotheExecutiveDirector

CommissionerMicalizziaskedtheExecutiveDirectorhowoftenthegrantsareaudited Mr Verderame
repliedthatquarterlyreportsaresubmittedwithfullcompliancetotherequirementsofboththe
MatchingGrantandtheSEC5310Grant Infactwithreferencetothe5310grant sixtownsarechosen
forauditfromthe160participatingtowns Wewererecentlyduetobe audited However complete
responsesandreadilyaccessibledocumentationtoverbalinquiriesproduced asatisfactoryandvery
complimentaryresult somuchsothatthephysicalauditwasdeemedunnecessarybyEllenM
Lawrence oftheCTDepartmentofTransportation BureauofPublicTransportation

CommissionerTemchinnotedthelowmileageonthe2006Bus askingifproblemswith thelifthad
limitedusage Mr Verderamerespondedthatwasthecase repairshavebeendonebytheRideAway
HandicapEquipment Corp

AmotiontoaccepttheDirectorsReportaspresentedwasmadebyGussNevelos secondedbyMarlene
Carbone allwereinfavor

ProgramCoordinatorsCommissionerTemchinaskedtheExecutiveDirectortocontinuewiththe
Report Mr VerderamehighlightedthedaytriptoRhodeIsland atripsalefor Nantucket andthe

stSpringFlingLuncheonheldat1 CongregationalChurch coordinatedbyStuartEstra attendedby200
ofourseniors BustransportationwasprovidedbyDialaRidetothisevent Also notedwasanice
creamsocial featuringentertainmentbyBobMel 125attendees CountryWesternEveningEvent 160
attendees bustransportationwasprovided aBagelBreakfastwithDr Manning and theCASCPStaff
TrainingSession
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ContinuingundertheProgram CoordinatorsReport CommissionerMicalizzi remarkedthatthe
WolcottSeniorCenteroffersanumberofdaytrips tothecasinos variousrestaurantsandotherplacesof
interestwithinthestate SheprovidedacopyoftheiractivitiestobegiventotheProgramCoordinator
Mr VerderamementionedthatwehaveprovidedtransportationtotheManorInnRestaurantforagroup
ofseniorsattheirrequest onseveraloccasions Transportationisalsoprovidedtoeventswithinthe
town suchastheSpringFling eventandtheLibraryafternoonmoviesprogram
AmotiontoaccepttheProgramCoordinatorsReportaspresentedwasmadebyMichaelRossi
secondedbySusanLocks allwereinfavor

thUnderCorrespondence TheJuly7 DepartmentHeadsMeetingminutesindicatedthattheLibraryis
availableasa coolingcenter inaddition totheCalendarHouse Sincethelibraryisopenuntil9pm
additionalhoursareprovided Alsonotedisthatanupcomingrevaluation willbeineffectforthe
October1 2011grandlist Regardingthe ClosingoftheTownBooksforthe20092010fiscalyear
wearefollowingtheguidelinesasoutlined TheBoardofFinancewillmeetonJuly28 2010

UnderOldBusiness NotificationthatwehavebeenawardedtheMatchingGrantforFY2011was
received Invoicingwillbesubmittedforfirstquarterpayment Commissioner Cammusoreportedthat
heisstillworkingonthehandrailing

UnderTransportationCommittee CommissionerMicalizzi reportedthatninetyfivecompleted
surveyshavebeenreceived outofthe202sent ThecommitteewillpresentareportattheSeptember
CommissionMeeting
UnderNewBusiness An AdventureAfternoonattheMovies programisunderwayattheLibraryin
cooperationwithCalendarHouse TransportationisavailabletointerestedseniorsExecutiveDirector
RobertVerderamehasbeenincontactwithTownCouncilBuildingCommitteemembersTony
TranquilloandNickDePaolo Underdiscussionarethebuildingsflatroof theconcretefloorinthe
pavilionandacatchbasinintheparkinglot Mr Verderameindicatedthattherehavebeenleaksinthe
mainhallarea InresponsetoMr Temchinsinquiry Mr Verderamenotedthattheroofwaslastdone
twenty twoyearsago therearetoomanypatches CommissionerMicalizziaskedifthematterwouldbe
takenoutofourhandsbytheBuildingCommittee andMr TemchinrepliedthattheCommissionwould
continuetoaddressthesituation stressingthatwithincidentsofleakingitisanurgentsituation
CommissionerCarboneinquiredifagrantcouldbeattained Mr Verderame remarkedthathewould
certainlyresearchpossiblegrants butnotedthatinthecurrenteconomicclimatefundingsourcesare
limited Ms Carbonequestionedtheconditionofthepavilionpillarsthathadbeenaprevious issue Mr
VerderameassuredtheCommissionthatthepillarsaredoingfine lookinggreat Theconcreteflooris
showingsomesettlingcracksthatarenotaproblemorsafetyconcern butwillbe broughttothe
attentionoftheBuildingCommittee CommissionerMicalizziaskedwhichcatchbasinwasaproblem
Mr Verderameinformedherthatitwasan olderbasin notonethathadbeeninstalledduringthe
parkinglotrenovation

Mr Verderamepresentedarequesttohave themainhallfloorcleaned waxedandsealedsoonerrather
thanwaitinguntilSeptemberwhenitisusuallydone Therehasbeenunusualwearandtearonthefloor
duringthefall winterandspringduetotrackedinsaltandsand Mr Temchinaskedthecostinvolved
Mr Verderamenotedthatdoingtheentireflooring includingthemainhall hallwaysandclassrooms
cost 2000 anamountthathasbeenbudgeted Ms Micalizziclarifiedthatthiswouldbedoneearlier
notadditionally Mr Temchinconcurredthatitwouldnotbeanadditionalexpense simplyamatterof
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PublicCommunication CalendarHousememberWalterKizilskiaskedifthatwouldbethesecond
roof remarkingthatanewroofcanbeputontop Bobindicated theleaks arebasicallyaroundthe
HVACunits Earlnotedthereareinherentproblemswithflatandhiproofs Bobobservedthatthesoft
spotscreateholesandresultantleaking Earlremarkedthatthelongeritgoesthegreaterthejob

ndbecomes Bobsaidthecommitteemaydeterminethata2 layercouldbeapplied Waltfeltthat20
yearsforacommercialbuildingwasgood Cliffaskediftheweightfactorwouldbecheckedbeforean
additionalheavy layeroftar wasapplied Bobnoteditwouldcertainlybeconsidered

ThechairrecognizedMr NormanOuellette whointroducedhimselfasaresidentofSouthingtonat10
FlorenceLanesince 1976 amemberofCalendar Houseandabusrider Followingastrokeseveral
yearsago hehascometorelyonDialaRide andishappytohavetheserviceavailable Mr Ouellette
spokeonanumberofissuesextensively includingbutnotlimitedtothefollowing

Concernsofthebusridersarenotcommunicatedbecausetheyareafraidtoexpresstheirconcernsfor
fearofretaliation Ifconcernsareexpressedtheyfallondeafears arenotresolvedandtendtofesterand
fester Hefeelsthatthebusdriversshouldtransmitconcernsbuthasbeentoldthattheydonothaveany
input Heindicated thathewassurprisedthatthedriversarenotatthesemeetings

Referencingthecommission meeting hementionedthelackofeveningtransportationcitingthatthebus
ridershavenomeanstoattendthemeetingstoexpressconcerns Alludingtocomplaints hedidnot
respondwithanythingspecificwhen askedbyCommissionerMicalizzi Whataretheconcernsthat
havebeenexpressedtoyou Ms Micalizziaddedthatthesurveywassentasawayforconcernstobe
expressed CommissionerNevelosaskedMr Ouelletteifhehadreceivedandcompletedasurvey Mr
OuelletterespondedthatitwasthesurveyandconversationwithCommissionerMaschithatbrought
himtothismeeting Infact Ms Maschiofferedandprovidedaridetothemeetingashe doesnotdrive

CommissionerTemchinasked Istheresomethingyouhaveobserved Mr Ouelletteexpressed
concernregardingdecorumonthebus Citingan exampleofariderwhoboarded thebuswith fifteen
packagesandwastolditwasagainsttherulestohavethatmanypackages Mr Ouellettestatedthat no
oneseemstoknowtherules Acopyoftherulesandregulationsshouldbegiventoeveryrider and
thereshouldbeconsequencesfornotadheringtothem Hehasbeenriding thebussince2005andwhen
hefirstbeganusingthebus hewasgivenatwopagelistofrulesandregulations butsincethennoone
hasthem theyshouldbeupdatedandmadeavailable Ofconcerntohim isthebehaviorofsome
passengerswhoinsistonkeepingtheirpackageson theseatnexttothem andrefusetoletsomeonesit
ontheseat Hespokeabouttheneedfordecorumonthebus Hehasobservedridersbadgeringother
riders Hementionedhavingsomegoodtimesonthebus butsometimesthereisalotofnegativityand
whenapersonislambastedtheyfeelbadallday Hefeelsthatthedriversaretheauthorityonthebus
andshouldhavetheauthoritytoenforcetherules Hehasheardcommentsfromthedriversthattheyare
notthecontrollersofthepeopleandcantdoanything Hestatedthathe likes Vinny infactVinny
helpedhimoutalotbytakinghimandhiscartoMaine but sometimeshesaysthingsinawaythatis
misunderstood hesaysitwrongandtheydontknowhowtotakeit
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OfmajorconcerntoMr Ouelletteisthelimitationoftransportationoptions HedidnotappreciateMr
WayneStanforthsrecentpubliccomments becausetheyshowedalackofunderstandingandmadeMr
Ouelletteandotherswhoneedthebustransportationfeelliketheywere nothing ofno importance
Sometimeago ataTownCouncilmeetingthetopicofmasstransitwasdiscussedandtheremarks
indicatedthatSouthingtondoes notneedmasstransit butcantakecareoftheneeds At thattime an
additionalbuswasbeingpurchasedandanexpansionofserviceswasanticipated Hedoesnotfeelthat
anyexpansionhastakenplace Whileacknowledgingthatmedical appointments shouldbethe
emphasis heremindedthecommissionersthatformanywhocannotdrive thisistheirlife Hestated
thatSouthingtonisseverely lackinginpublictransportationandthathavinglivedinotherlocations he
enjoyedmanyoptionsnot availableinSouthington

Mr OuelletteexpressedthedesirethatDialaRidebeexpanded evenifitcreatedanexpensetothe
town Forhimandhiswifeshoppingisaneventtheytrytomakethemostofandtake theopportunityto
eatout Theruleofonedestinationonanygivendayhindersthat Itwouldbeappreciatedifavarietyof
destinationswereoffered TheyenjoyedgoingtoBristolorMeridenSquareonoccasion He
acknowledgedthatthebusisavailableforeveningeventsattheCalendarHouse

NotingthattheCalendarHousehasbotha12passengeranda16passengerbus hefeelsthatthelarger
busshouldbeused forshoppingtripssincemorepeopleridethebusforshopping

Mr Ouellettesuggestedforminga BRA BusRidersAssociationtoprovidealiaisonforthebusriders
topresentconcernstotheCommissiononaregularbasis

Healsoexpressedaneedforreasonablelegalservice statinghisfamilyhadaninvolvedissueregarding
propertyownedbymultiplefamilymembersandmanyelderlycannotaffordtheattorneyfeescharged
CommissionerMicalizzi respondedwithinformationregardingCTLegal anavailableservice

CommissionerTemchinthankedMr Ouelletteforhiscomments CommissionerMicalizziexpressed
appreciationtoMr Ouellettefor hiseffortsandforhiswillingnesstocomeforward Mr Temchin
remarkedthatthereisalotofworktobedone noting thatMr Ouellettewasintherightplace Asa
commission wearetheresponsibleplace eachofushasbeenappointedbythetowncouncil anelected
body Notingthatthetimingwasperfect asatransportationsub committeehasrecentlybeen
establishedwiththemajorchargeofdetermininghow wecanimprove Thesurveyisthefirstactionin
anefforttoidentifyandaddressneedsandresources

Mr Temchinalsonotedthat youhaveabroadliaisoninplace theCalendarHouseMembership
Association Mr Ouelletterespondedthathefeelsthatbusissuesarenotimportanttothegeneral
membership Onoccasion hehasattendedmembershipmeetingswhereastheonlyvoiceamongeighty
attendees heraisedconcernsandfeltdismissed thatnothingwasaddressed Mr Temchinassuredhim
thatnothingwouldbetakenlightlybythiscommission andthatwhilewecantpromiseresolutions
overnight weareintheprocessofaddressingtheconcerns

CommissionersTemchin MicalizziandMaschiexpressedthankstoMr Ouellette forhistimeandfor
expressinghisperspectiveandconcerns Mr TemchinaskedMr Ouellettetoencourageotherbus
riderstocometothecommissionmeetingsandassurethemtheywouldbe heard



CalendarHouseMembershipAssociationBoardMemberandpastpresidentCliffSnowaskedto
respondtoacomment madebythebusrider Hestatedthatateverymembershipmeeting an
opportunityisgivenforanyonetospeak forthegoodoftheorganization andpresentanyconcerns
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HeinsistedthatnotoncehadheeverheardMr Ouellettespeakup Heexpressedthatparticularlyasa
pastpresidenthe wasveryupsetbyMr Ouellettesremarks NotingthatbothWalterKizilskiandheare
currentlyBoardMembers youmaybesuretheseconcernswillbebroughtbeforethemembershipand
especiallytotheBoardofDirectors WalterKizilski remarkedthathehadnotspokentoNormaneither
andwasnotawareofamembershipmeetingthathehadraisedconcerns

AsMr OuellettebegantospeaktoMr Snow CommissionerTemchinstatedthatthisisnotadebate
andinsisted thatallcommentsbeaddressed tothechair

CommissionerCammusonotedhehadneverseen morethanfortypersonsatamembershipmeeting
CommissionerMicalizzi remarkedthatitisgoodthataresidenthascomeforward

CommissionTemchininquiredregardinga forgottenrider SeniorCenterSecretaryCynthiaGilbert
repliedthatalthoughtherewasamiscommunicationandtrafficcongestionresultinginalongerwait
timethanusual theindividualhadbeenassuredthatthebuswouldbethere WithoutnotifyingCalendar
House theindividual decidedtoleavethelocationandgethimselfhome Followuptelephone
conversationconfirmedhehadarrivedhomesafely andinfactapologizedtoastaffmemberfornot
waitingfor thebus CommissionerMaschiremarkedthatshehadbeenintheCalendar Houseofficeat
thetime

Preparingtoadjourn Mr Temchinaskediftherewereanymorecomments

CitinganarticleshereadintheHartfordCourant CommissionerMicalizzi remarked Iseewehavea
verytalentedbusdriver Shedisplayedthenewsarticleindicatingthatthebusdriverisinvolvedwith
theSouthingtonDrive In whichisagoodthingforthecommunity SheaskedtheExecutiveDirectorif
thisactivityinterfereswithhisresponsibilitiesatCalendarHouse Mr Verderamerepliedabsolutelynot
hevolunteerstohelpwiththisactivitythatoccursontheweekend whenhe hasnoresponsibilitiesat
CalendarHouse

CommissionerCammusoobservedthatwecannotpleaseeveryoneormeetalltheexpectations
CommissionerMicalizzi injectedthattheneedsareexplodinginSouthington Herpersonalexperience
inobtainingresources forelderlyfamilymembershasbeenfrustratingparticularly infindingplacesthat
delivermeals toshut ins There justarentanyoptions ExecutiveDirectorVerderamesuggestedMeals
onWheelsandTopsMarket Mr CammusoremarkedthatheworksatBreadforLifeandmealsare
deliveredeveryday Ms Micalizzi remarkedTopsMarketonlydeliversgroceriesandthatnoteveryone
wantsorqualifiesforMealsonWheelsorBreadforLifeandwouldlikerestaurantfood

CommissionerMaschisummedupthemeetingbynotingthattherearemanyissuesanditwilltaketime
Wehave workaheadofus WeappreciateMr Ouellettecomingtonightand thinkitwasgreattohear
hisperspective

Amotion toadjournthemeetingwasmadebyBenCammuso secondedbyGussNevelos Allwerein
favor Themeetingwasadjournedat818pm

Asthereisnomeeting scheduledinAugust thenextSeniorCitizens Commissionmeetingwillbeheld
Tuesday September14 2010 at630pm



RespectfullySubmitted
CynthiaGilbert
SeniorCenterSecretary


