
PARKSANDRECREATIONBOARD
Wednesday April6 2011

Minutes

CALLTOORDER
ChairmanJohnFontanacalledthemeetingtoorder at630pm intheParksandRecreationoffice 75
MainStreet Southington CT

ROLLCALL
Present ChairmanJohnFontana ViceChairmanMichaelFasulo Commissioners DavidKanute Joseph
LaPorteandJoanneD Palmieri DirectorofRecreation WilliamJ Masci Asst Supt ofParksDavidA
Lapreay

MINUTES
CommissionerKanutemadeamotion secondedbyCommissioner Palmieri toaccepttheMinutesofthe
March 2 2011assubmitted Motioncarriedunanimously

VISITORS
1 Mr HarrisandMr WellenreDogPark Mr Harrisrelatedanincidentwherehewasaskedtoleave
theDogParkbecauseheisan outoftowner hedoesnotliveinSouthington He explainedhowhetakes
careofthepark volunteeringhistimewithhisfriendPaul Wellentocleanup fixupandrepairthingsas
heseesthem Hetriestokeeptheparkwellmaintained HesaidBristolhasadog parkbutsinceheis
handicapped hecantnavigatethehillthere Mr Harrisspokeaboutwhatoccurredwithhisdogand
anotherdogandthepolicestoppingby ChairmanFontanahappenedtobethere andgave hisaccountof
theincident Becausethedogparkrulesstate nooutoftowners Mr Harriswasaskedtoleave but
ChairmanFontanaaskedhimtoattendtonights meetingtotalkabout it HealsospoketoJimGura
presidentoftheDogParkAssociation

CommissionerLaPortesaidthatsincewehavetherulehewasunsureaboutsettingaprecedentif we
madeanexception forMr Harris Mr Harriswasaskedaboutwhetherornothehadbeenincontactwith
Mr Guraaboutanyoftheworktheyhavebeendoingthere andMr Harris replied thathedidnotcontact
MrGuranordidheworkforhim There weresomeSouthington residentsinattendancewho spokein
favorofMrHarrisandtheirappreciationforallhehasdoneatthepark Mr Harrisalsocommentedthat
heandMr Wellenhadplannedtorepairtheroofoftheconcessionstand CommissionerLaPortestated
thatthey mustcooperateandworkwithJimGurasoheknows whatisgoingon

Followingdiscussion MrMasciwasaskedtocheckwiththeTownAttorneytoseeifawrittenexception
canbemade Also tocheckwiththeDogParkAssociationontheissue

PaulWellenspokeatthistimeandexplainedwhythepoliceshowedupatthedogpark Anotherperson
wasthreateningMr HarrisandMr Wellensteppedintopreventanargument Hedidnotraisehisvoice
orthreateninanywaytheotherperson however thatpersondidcall thepolice Chairman Fontanasaid
hewasunawareofthatfact andbelievedthepolicetobetherebecauseofapitbullincident

ChairmanFontana toldthementhatwewouldgetbacktothemafterspeakingwiththeTownAttorney
butaskedthemnottodoanyworkattheparkuntil theyheardback

2 DaveMaroun IceCreamVendor Mr MarounrepresentsBob sIceCreaminNewBritain He
receivedhispermitfromtheTownofSouthington tooperatehistruckintown Apparentlytherewasa
misunderstandingwhenhespokewithMrMasciregardingsellingicecream intheparks He alsospoke
aboutanothervendor Mr Zendros whoindicatedthathewas grandfathered in Mr Maroun feltthatit
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wasunfair He lovesSouthingtonandwouldliketodonatetothebaseballleagues etc Heisvery
conscientiousaboutkeeping thekidssafe Henowunderstands thathecangointhepark Memorial
nearthepoolbutnotnearthe concessionstand He understandsand respectsthat Heaskedwhatarethe
actual regulationsofgoingintheparks Mr Masciexplainedthatwithhispermit hecangoanywhere in
townbutjustrespecttheconcessionstandsandifanothertruckisalreadythere Mr Marounstatedthat
theTownofNewingtonhasnobidprocessandZendroshastheexclusiverightstosellinthattown
SinceZendroshas10trucks hefeltthatitwasalmostamonopoly

3 John KarenGersbeck IceCream Vendors Mr GersbeckagreedwithMr Marounabout theissues
withtheothervendor Heisatownresident butwouldnotmindsharingwithMr Maroun theyareboth
gentlemen andrespecteachother ZendrosactuallywenttoMr Gersbeck shomeandharassedhis
family Zendrosisnotwillingtoworkitoutwith anyone

Mr MasciwillscheduleameetingwiththeZendrosbrothersassoonaspossible ChairmanFontanawill
attendalso andpromisedthattheproblemwillbeworkedoutrightaway

4 MikeLeoneandDaveRossiofCub ScoutPack8spoke about theirwillingness toadoptatown park
aspartoftheBoyScoutsLeaveNoTraceprogram Itisallaboutnotharmingtheenvironmentanddoing
acommunityservice TheywouldliketoadoptCrescentLake pickuptrashamongotherthings They
couldworkwithDaveLapreayandhiscrew Theboardhadnoobjectionandapprovedtherequest

5 BobFree SouthingtonLittleLeague He wastoldtherewerequestionsaboutwhousesthefields
ChairmanFontanaexplainedhowforthelastyear wehavebeenindesperate needoffields By accident

stitwasdiscoveredthatsomefieldsare beingleasedtooutoftowners AmeetingwasheldonApril1
withtheBoardofEdandtheParksandRectomapaportionoffieldsandwhatwearedoing Wealso
hadameetingwiththeTownManagerandTownAttorneybecause therewasanoldpolicythatstated
thatanybody whowantedtorenttheirfieldouthadtogototheTownManagerandthenfinallytothe
ParkBoard Twothingsareunderinvestigationnow By theendofAprilweexpecttohaveapolicyfor
Kennedy DePaoloanddifferentfields in town Wewillhavealargebookwherewecanseeataglance
ifafieldisavailable Ithastobe straightenedoutbytheendofApril Mr Freestatedthat theydo not
renttheirfieldsout however theydohaveteamsthatplayonthefields over28andover40teams that
maybe fromoutoftownbuttheyareontheschedule Noone ischarged Mr Freewastoldthatwhathe
described isnotinquestion

Commissioner LaPortecommentedatthistimethatthenetsatRecParkareup CL Ppolesare erected
andthereisprotectivecoatingonthewires Hethankedeveryonewhohelpedmakeallthathappen

6 JimGugliotti hasatravelteamthatislookingforafieldtoplayon Lastyearhewasabletogetthe
backfieldattheRecbutthisyeartheyneedafullsizeBabeRuth field HeunderstoodthatMassarelli
FieldisvacantonSundaysandwonderedifhecouldusethat Mr MascisaidSteveVivianoispresident
oftheBabeRuthLeague wouldhavetocheckwithhim AlsoBrianRanagan iftheyhaverainoutsto
playitmaybeaproblem ChairmanFontana saiduntilwegetpermission noone cantouchtheareanear
theArmory

COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS
1 LionsClubletter ThiswasanacknowledgementlettertotheLionsClubthanking themfortheir
donationtotheCommunityPavilion
2 EmailtoCouncilreKiosksonRailstoTrails ThisemailfromCommissionerLaPortetotheTown
Councilexplained theconversationbetweenMr CyratthelastParkBoardmeeting TheCouncilhad
takensomecommentsoutofcontext
3 SouthingtonJayceesrePetpalooza ThiswasaletterfromJodySocha president requesting

stpermissiontousetheDogParkforthesecondannualPetpaloozaonMay21 Mr Mascihadtheir
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CertificateofInsurance Itisafreeevent CommissionerKanutemadeamotion secondedb
Commissioner Fasulo toallowtheSouthington JayceestoholdtheirPetpalooza attheSouthington Dog
ParkonMay21 2011 Motion carriedunanimously
4 LetterfromMikeLeonereCubScoutPack8 CrescentLake Thiswastherequest toadoptCrescent
LakefortheLeaveNoTraceprogramandhasalreadybeendiscussedandapproved
5 LetterfromKarenGersbeckreice creamtruck Alreadydiscussed
6 Email fromBrianRanaganreSouthingtonNorthBabeRuthField Theemail suggestsparkinginfront
ofthedogpoundratherthanwaitingtohearfromtheArmory abouttheirland Mr Lapreaydidnotfeel
thatthatwasagood idea Alsoyoucan tblockthedrivewaytothepound Mr Fontanawillcall Brian
Ranagan

DIRECTOROFRECREATIONREPORT
Mr MascireportedthattheRedSox BlueJaytriphadtobecancelledbecauseofnotenoughparticipants
Hedidntwanttogetstuckwiththewholebusat 95aticket Ifyoudon thaveaminimumnumber in
town thepeoplewouldhavetogotoMeridentogetthebus Hewill speaktoSilverMillToursaboutit
Othertripsarestartingtofillup WintFilipekgaveustennisracketsforthesummerandagoodnetfor
RecreationPark Theygaveout4scholarshipslast year

TDBankcalledaboutchangingthe nameontheShowmobilefromSouthingtonSavingsBankwhichno
longer existstoTDBank SSBwasoneoftheoriginal contributorsforthemobilestage Mr Masci
askediftherewasaproblemwithchangingthe name Theywouldpaythecost Noonehadaproblem
withit MrMascisaidhewouldmakearrangements beforeMusicontheGreenstarts

ThisSundayweare doingBeauty andtheBeast withtheNewingtonChildrens TheateratDerynoski
Schoolat200pm ItisbeingdoneinconjunctionwithJanetMellon Sheissupplyingvolunteersto
collectticketsandsellwater

Mr Masciismakingupa35team schedule Alsodoingwomenssoftball theyhad16teamsatlast
thcount Weare planningforanApril 26 opening DaveLapreaysaidthefieldwillbeready

RegistrationforthePlaygroundProgramwillbeatDerynoskionMay2 3 Accepting100for each
session Thecostwillbe 100foreachtwoweeksessionand 50forthelastone weeksessiondueto
schoolopening Mr MascimetwithCaitlynwhoishandlingthechildrenwithspecialneeds

YouthTheaterregistrationisgoingonnow Preparingfortennis andgolf

Commissioner KanuteaskedaboutthenumberofkidsattendingtheMiddleSchoolDances Mr Masci
saidthismonthwasactuallyhigherthanithasbeen lownumberdue totheYMCATwilightProgramon
thesame night Wearedowntosixchaperonesandonepoliceofficer

Motionwasmade byCommissionerFasulo secondedbyCommissionerKanute toacceptthereportof
theDirectorofRecreation Motioncarriedunanimously

ASSISTANTSUPERINTENDENT OFPARKS
Mr Lapreaysaidthecrewhasbeenworkinghardwiththegoodweather HeworkedwiththeHighway
guys theyhadabuckettruck cleaningupdeadwoodnthepicnicgroveareas etc Telephonepoles
wereremovedfromthedrive insite Stilltryingtoget ridofconcrete SteveWlodkowskimaytakeitat
theHighway WaterpipewasinstalledbytheWaterDepartmentforthegazeboatthedrive in
Electricityisin Restrooms willbe openedthisweekendinall theparksbecausethe seasonstarts

Mr Lapreaysaidsomestonefillwasputinatthedogpark Itgetsreallybadthere Alsothedrivewayto
theconcessionatMassarelli Fieldwasfilledinwithstone Theyarestartingtogetthepoolsready
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Motorsaretunedupandreadytogo SteveWlodkowskiistryingtogettheroofatMemorial repaired
Thereisacrack inthewallwhichisbecomingunsafe Itwillprobablyhavetobereplaced Heishaving
plumbingdownstairsdonethisweekornextweek

Playgroundequipment tryingtogetonaninspectionschedulesonoone getshurt Heisworkingwith
BlakeBauer fromtheEagleScoutswithhisprojectattheJaycee Park Theywentoverwhathecando
Hehasabout40peoplecomingtohelphim ThebathroomsatMemorialwillbe discussedunderBudget
Cuts

CommissionerPalmierimadeamotiontoapprovethereportoftheAssistantSuperintendentofParks
secondedbyCommissionerKanute Motioncarriedunanimously

REPORTONPARKS RecreationPark ChairmanFontanastillwantscurbingandNoParkingsigns
placedorcarswouldbe towed CommissionerKanutestatedthatcarswillnotbetowed unlesstheyarein
afirelanebut theywouldbeticketed Peoplehavebeencomplaining oftheircarsbeinghitbyfoulballs
Mr Lapreaysaidhewouldgetsignsupasrequested

OLDBUSINESS
1 SafetyNet BabeRuthField Reportedearlier Netsare up

NEWBUSINESS
1 Budgetcuts Mr MascihandedoutcopiesofthedepartmentbudgetincludingcutsmadebytheBoard
ofFinance Thecutswerereviewedanddiscussed Afterdiscussion CommissionerKanutemadea
motion secondedbyCommissionerFasulo towritealetter totheTownCouncil requesting restorationof
funding forthreeitems bathroomsatMemorialPark wrestlingmats and theYMCAskatepark Motion
carriedunanimously MrMasciwilldraftupaletter CommissionerKanutesaidhewouldhelpwiththe
letter

ADJOURNMENT
Therebeingnofurtherbusiness motionwasmadebyCommissionerLaPorte seconded byCommissioner
Fasulotoadjourn themeeting Motioncarriedunanimously Meetingadjournedat814pm

Respectfullysubmitted

Patricia Berardinelli
RecordingSecretary


