
MINUTESOFTHEPARKSANDRECREATIONBOARD
WEDNESDAY JANUARY6 2010

NOTE Priortotheregularmeeting theboardhadaninformaldiscussionwithMarkPalmieri
regardingautismandrecreationaloptionsforchildrenwithspecialneeds

CALLTOORDER
ChairmanJohnFontanacalledthemeetingtoorderat705pm intheParks andRecreation
office 75MainStreet Southington CT

ROLLCALL
Present ChairmanJohnFontana ViceChairmanMeganO Maruzo CommissionersMichael
FasuloandJosephLaPorte DirectorofRecreationWilliamJ Masci ActingSuperintendentof
ParksDavidLapreay
Excused Commissioner JoanneD Palmieri

MINUTES
Commissioner Fasulomadeamotion seconded byCommissionerMaruzo toaccepttheMinutes
oftheDecember2 2009meetingassubmitted Motioncarriedunanimously

PRESENTATION
ChairmanFontanaexpressedhissincereappreciationtoformerCommissionerDavidKanutefor
allhishelpandadvice CommissionerLaPortepresentedMr Kanutewithaplaquethanking
himforhisdedicationandmanyyearsofhard workonbehalfoftheboard thedepartment the
sportsleaguesandeverythingelsehewasinvolvedin Hewillbemissed Mr Kanutereceived
around ofapplause

VISITORS
1 RickBouchard BlueKnightsTravelFootball Mr Bouchardattendedthemeetingonbehalf
ofEricDaigleinreferencetotheletteraddressed toMr Masciregardingsignificantproblemsat
thefieldhouseatMemorialPark Theletterrequestsabudgetappropriationof 20 25 000for
neededrepairs ChairmanFontanastatedthatwhileheisnotopposedtotherequest hehad
otherthingsinmindthatmayhave aneffecton therequest OneistheRiverStreetpropertyand
anotheristhepotentialofnothavingtoworryaboutitbecausetheturfprojectatthehighschool
seemstobegainingground Iftheturffieldisinstalled thegroupwouldbeabletouseit

Muchdiscussionfollowedonthepoorconditionofthebathrooms asmentionedbyMr Lapreay
atthelastmeeting thebuildingisveryoldandtheroofleaks Therearenumerousproblems
withelectricalandplumbingincludingexposedwiringintheshed Thesearesafetyhazards
Mr Bouchardsaidthat thetownsHealthDepartment ScottCook sanitarian reportedthatthe
codeischangingin2011 andthebuildingwoulddefinitelyhavecodeviolationsasitis

ChairmansuggestedthatMr Bouchardwritea lettertotheCouncilaskingiftheycouldusethe
RiverStreetpropertytomakeafield althoughhenotedthatthewoodedareawouldneedalotof
volunteerstocleanitoutfor afield Wecouldputa lineiteminthebudget Asfarastheturf
field Mr Fontanaisplanningtohaveameetinginthenextcoupleofweekswiththeyouth
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groupsaboutit Mr BouchardsaidthetravelleagueplayedatFalconFieldinMeridenwhichis
aturffieldanditwasamazing Therewassomediscussionofwhatamountwouldbeputinthe
budget dependingonwhodidthebathrooms Itwasdecidedtoputin 20000asa one time
allotmenttoincludethebathroomwork Statementsweremade thatothergroupsarealsoasking
foronetimeallotmentssonooneknowshowthebudgetprocesswillworkout Mr Bouchard
willrequestaletterfromtheHealthDepartmentstatingthepoorconditionsobserved tosupport
hisbudgetrequest Hewouldalsogetbetterestimatesonthecostofelectricalandplumbing
workrequiredatthebuilding Mr MascinotedthatbudgetsareduetotheTownManagerby
January22atthelatest sohewouldappreciatereceivingMr Bouchardsrevisedbudgetrequest
withsupportingdocumentationassoonaspossible

2 ToddVerde SouthingtonValleyMidgetFootballLeague Mr Verdecongratulatedtheboard
onthePlanning ZoningCommissionsiteplanapprovaloftheparkattheformerdrive in
Anythingtheleaguecandotoassist intheprocess justlethimknow CommissionerLaPorte
thankedMr VerdeforattendingthePZCmeetinginsupportoftheplan

COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS
1 ParkBoardMeetingDates Thisisthelistofscheduledmeetingsfor2010onfilewiththe
TownClerk Mr MasciremindedCommissionersthatinJune JulyandAugustthemeetingsare
onThursdaybecauseofMusicontheGreen
2 ProjectFinancingPlan Budget Thisisthedrive inpropertyproject The 200000can
onlybespentonthis project notnecessarilyintheexactamountslisted Forexample legalfees
maynotbe 5000asshown inthebudget
3 F VincireZoningComplaintfromA Cyr ArtCyrcomplainedaboutthechanges tothe
formerdriveinsign Mr Vinci sresponsesareincluded
4 LettertoKeithNappi SuburbanSport ThisistheletterwrittentoMr Nappiregardingthe
kayakrentals Wehavesincereceivedacheckfor 39450 Nextyearwewillaskformonthly
oreveryothermonthreceipts
5 LettertoEricDaigle SMFLbuildings ThisistheletterinformingMr Daiglethattheitem
wastabledatthelastmeeting
6 LettertoTVerdereRonNewman ThislettertothenewpresidentofSVMFLwasinpraise
ofRonNewman
7 Ext RequestforDriveinRedevelopment ThiswastheextensionrequesttotheStateDECD
fromEmiliaPortelinhafortheredevelopment fundstoDecember31 2010
8 LetterfromDonnaAlbaneseFunkreCubScouts PanthornTrail Whentheweatheris
better Ms Albanese Funkwill adviseuswhat shewouldliketodo Suggestionwasmadetoask
StuartEstraifhewouldbeinterested inbeingatrailguideforthem
9 LetterfromIreneMurrayreNatureHikearoundCrescentLake Mrs Murrayofthe
SouthingtonLandTrustisrequestinganaturehikeinJune Whenitgetscloser Mr Masciwill
beintouchwithher

PUBLICCOMMUNICATIONS None

DIRECTOROFRECREATIONREPORT
Mr Mascistated thatthetripsfor2010werelisted inhisreport Theremaybea fewmore
coming Programs Boatingprogram willbesometime inFebruary Ballroomdancingwhich
waspreviouslyheldatPlantsvilleSchoolwasheldatNorthCenterSchoolthisyear Nowthat
Plantsvilleismovedbacktotheirbuilding Mr Masciwillseewhenwecanstart theprogramat
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PlantsvilleSchoolagain YogastartsonJanuary25 fitnessonJanuary22 ArtsandCraftstobe
announced JumpStartBasketballProgram hadreceivedabillfor 1170forcustodialservices
whichwasdroppedto 195 Therewassupposedtobenocharge CommissionerMaruzo
checkedtheminuteswhenthisprogramwasapproved anditwasstated thattherewouldbeno
chargeforcustodian Totalcollected forthatprogram was 3200but 2695waspaidtothe
clinicians sothetownreceived about 500

CheckfromSuburbanSportforthekayakrentalswasdeposited Commissionersaskedifthere
wasareportshowinghowmanyrentalstherewere Mr Mascididnothaveafullreportbut
therewerealotofrentals TheTowngot 150perrental Hewill getthecompletereport
Bowhuntingisconcluded gota totalof19 11bucksand8does Lastyearwehad24 There
isnosupervisionatCrescentLakeforJanuary FebruaryandMarch Justopenandclose Mr
MasciandMr Lapreaymakeperiodictripstocheckitoutduringtheday

AtthistimeCommissionerMaruzohadtoleavethemeeting 740pm

Mr MascispokewithMr Prozzoaboutsoftball Wewillstartmid Februarysendinglettersout
toeverybody Therewassomediscussionaboutwhocallsarainout Mr LapreaygivesMr
Mascianideaoftheconditionofthefieldsbeforeheleaves at330pm Ifithasrained itisMr
Lapreayscall Ifithasnotrainedbutrainslateron itistheumpirescall

CommissionerLaPortehadsomequestionsonMr Mascisreport Heaskedwhyhisdepartment
callspeopletoremindthemoftripstheyhave signedupandpaidfor Hefeltitwas
unnecessary however Mr Mascisaidnoovertimeisrequested even ifthecallsaremadeafter
workhours Itisacourtesyhehasalwaysextended forthetripsandpeopleappreciateit
Anothercommentwasmadeaboutadvertisingthewinnersattheendofthesoftballseason At
leastgettheirpictureinthepaper Mr Mascisaidhe woulddothat Otherquestionsconcerned
themiddleschooldances numberofchaperones hoursworked howmuchoutsideworkersget
paidforthingssuchasSantainthePark etc Inresponsetoa questionregardingthedeclining
numberofstudentsatthemiddleschooldances Mr MascisaidthattheYMCAhasstartedafree
programonFridaynightssothereiscompetition TheYrefusedtocanceltheirprogramonthe
nightsofdances Mr MascispokewiththeTownManageraboutthissubject andhestatedthat
theprogramisnottomakemoneybuttohavesomethingforthekidstodo Mr Masciadded
thatlast yeartherecreationalprogramsbroughtin 276000inrevenuewhichmorethancovers
somesmalllosses EvenMusicontheGreencoststhetownabout 1600perconcertbut the
revenuecoversthecostwhileprovidingagreatservicetothetown

AnotherquestionCommissionerLaPortehadwaswhywearepayingatemporaryreplacement
fortheofficeassistantatherunionwage Hefelt itwasnotrequiredsincethetemporaryperson
isnotintheunion Mr MascisaidhespoketoMr Weichselaboutthisandthatisthecurrent
procedure CommissionerLaPortesaidhemaytalktotheTownManageraboutit

MotionwasmadebyCommissioner Fasulo secondedbyCommissionerLaPorte toacceptthe
reportoftheDirectorofRecreation Motioncarriedunanimously

ACTINGSUPERINTENDENTOFPARKSREPORT
Mr LapreayreportedthatthedamagedfenceatJayceeParkwas takentown thepolesremoved
andtakentotheHighwayDepartment Crewsarecleaningup theareaattheboard srequest



P RMinutes1 0610 page4

followingthecomplaintoftheneighbor Heplanstogetthebenchesuptoparinthespring
Drive insitetreeswerecutdown brancheschippedandbroughttoPanthornPark Thedirtisall
gonesotherewontbeanytouseforgrading CommissionerLaPortesaidhewouldcontact
Dlugosregardingcertainothertrees Mr LapreayspoketoGregMartinofGAMCOtogeta
priceonsecuritylighting Thedepartmentispruningthepeartreesdowntown ittakesabouta
monthtogetitalldone Regularworksuchasbrushcuttingopenspaces trailcleaning etc is
ongoing Mr Lapreayhasbeenworkingonthenewbudget

Mr Lapreaysaidhereceived acallfromthePoliceDepartmentaboutanaccidentonthetrailat
HighStreet Acoupleofsectionswere takenout Theinsurancecompanywillbecontacted It
wontbefixeduntilspring

CommissionerLaPortereportedthatatthePZC meetinghewasaccusedofpushing thedrive in
siteplan throughwithouttheParkBoardsknowledge orapprovalsinceourmeetingminutesdid
notshowthattheboardapprovedtheplan Theboard reviewedtheplanseveraltimesand
everyonewasawareoftheproposal Noformalapproval wasneeded togotothePZCforsite
planapproval

CommissionerLaPortestatedthatsinceMr Egidiohassubmittedhisformalretirement effective
March30 2010 theboardshouldbeginthinkingabouttheprocedureforfillingtheunion
vacancy Mr EgidioisamemberoftheSupervisorsunion UPSEU Therewassomediscussion
regardingwhenapplicationsmaybereceivedandwhoiseligibletoapply TheTownManager
willbe consultedonthis topic

MotionwasmadebyCommissioner Fasulo secondedbyCommissionerLaPorte toacceptthe
reportoftheActingSuperintendentofParks Motioncarried unanimously

REPORTOF PARKS Noreports

OLDBUSINESS None

NEWBUSINESS
1 Budget20102011 Theboardwouldreview proposedbudgetsfollowingtheregularmeeting

ADJOURNMENT
MotionwasmadebyCommissioner Fasulotoadjournthemeeting at825pm secondedby
CommissionerLaPorte Motioncarriedunanimously

Respectfullysubmitted

PatriciaBerardinelli
RecordingSecretary


