
MINUTESOFTHEPARKSANDRECREATIONDEPARTMENT
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER2 2009

CALLTOORDER
ChairmanJohnFontanacalledthemeetingtoorderat630pm intheParks andRecreation
office 75MainStreet Southington CT

ROLLCALL
Present ChairmanJohnFontana ViceChairmanMeganO Maruzo arrived640pm
CommissionersMichaelFasulo JosephLaPorteandJoanneD Palmieri DirectorofRecreation
WilliamJ Masci ActingSupt ofParksDavidLapreay
Guest Michelle journalismstudentfrom SouthernCTStateUniversity

MINUTES
CommissionerLaPortemadeamotion seconded byCommissionerPalmieri toacceptthe
MinutesoftheNovember4 2009meetingassubmitted Motioncarriedunanimously

VISITORS
RonNewmanandToddVerde SouthingtonValleyMidgetFootballLeague Mr Newman
introducedMr VerdeasthenewpresidentofSVMFL Hetheninformedtheboardofaserious
accidentthatoccurredonNovember7 Atacklewentoutofboundshittingaparentwhohad
beenhelpingwiththechainmarker Shesufferedabrokenlegandneededplatesputin shehas
alreadyhadtwosurgeriesandmoreareplanned Mr Newmanspokeagainaboutthetightfields
atRecreationParkand ishopingthenewfieldwillhelp inpreventinganother accident He
thankedtheboardforhelpinghimoutthepastcoupleofyears

CommissionerLaPorteaskedMr Verdetolettheleagueknowhowmuchtheboardappreciates
everythingRonNewmanhasdone Mr VerdesaidthereisageneralmeetingnextTuesday and
hewouldpassthaton CommentsweremadeaboutMr Newmanscontinuedinvolvementwith
theleague Mr VerdesaidthatwhileMr Newmanwillbe spendingmoretimewith hisfamily
theywillkeephiminvolved

CommissionerLaPortesaidthatirrigationwasnevermentionedaspartofthenewfield butit
wouldbefoolishnottoputitin Thefieldwouldrequiretopsoil hydroseedingandirrigation
Hesaidwewouldneedtheleagueshelp fundraising etc sincethere isnomoneyinthe
currentbudget Mr Verdeaskedifanyotherneedswereforeseensothatwhentheyplan
fundraisers theycouldbeearmarkedfor particularthings Awaterlineneedstobebrought in
anddrainageneeds tobeincluded Wemayrequireafencewherethetreesarehanging Ifthe
workcantgetgoinginApril wemayhave towaituntilJulywiththenewbudget
CommissionerLaPorteestimatedthattheirrigationwouldprobablycostabout 16000

Mr Masciwished topointoutwhileMr Newmanwasstillherethathewasagreat helponthe
daywehadSantainthePark Therewere somanypeopleandRongotsomeconesandplaced
themtokeeppeopleoffthestreet Mr Mascireally appreciatedthat

COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS
1 BlueKnightsTravelFootball ChairmanFontanaaskedthatthisitembeheldoffsincenew
informationwouldbeavailablefordiscussioninafewweeks HespokewithMr Daigleabout
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it Mr Masciwasaskedtowritea lettertoMr Daiglestatingthattheboardwouldgetbackto
himinacouple ofweeks

ELECTIONOFOFFICERS
CommissionerLaPortesuggestedthat asinpastyearsafteramunicipalelection thattheboard
shouldelect itsofficers Hemadea motiontokeepthecurrentofficers JohnFontana
Chairman andMeganMaruzo ViceChairman Motion wassecondedbyCommissioner
Palmieriandpassedunanimously

PUBLICCOMMUNICATIONS None

DIRECTOROFRECREATIONREPORT
Mr MascisaidhehastwomoretripsinDecember Thenewslateoftripsisbeingcompiled
nowandwillbeonthewebsiteinJanuaryforthenewyear YMCAobesityprogram Mr
MascimetwithJohn Myers HeexplainedthattheYMCAgota 50000grantfora programwit
theschools changingthesodamachines healthierfood concessionstands etc Thereisatrip
February1617thatMr Masciissupposedtogoon Ifheisnotavailablehe asked
CommissionerLaPorteifhemightbeavailabletoattendinhisplace Theywanttohave
someonerepresentingtheParkBoard Kayakrentals Mr MascispokewithKeithatSuburban
Sporttoday Hehasnotcompletedhisreportbut willhaveitforthenextmeeting
Commissionerswerenothappythatitistakingsolongtoreceivethefinalreport After
discussion itwasdecidedtoputintheRFPthatthereportwouldbedue30daysafter
completionoftheseason

Musicon theGreen Mr Mascihandedoutasurveyforthesoundsystemthathesentoutto
bandsinanattempttotrytosavemoneyunder thebudgetcontainmentpolicy Muchdiscussion
followedonthesuccessoftheprogramfornumerousyears problemsthatcouldoccurwith
bandsbringing theirownsoundsystems andhowthisprogramisnotonetocutback on
Everyoneseemed toagreethat ifitsnotbroke dontfixit CommissionerLaPortemadea
motiontokeeptheMusicontheGreenprogramasisforthe2010season withJerryLimmeras
thecoordinatorandVinnyMorelliforthesound SecondedbyCommissionerPalmieri passed
unanimously

Commissioner FasuloaskedMr Masciifhestillprovided listsofexpensesforprogramsashe
didinthepast Hesaidhecoulddo that Afterdiscussion itwasagreedthatMr Masciwould
submitreportsofall eventswhereexpensesareincurred

CrescentLakewillbeclosingonJanuary1asfarassupervision Mr Mascispokewiththe
TownManagerabouticeskatingthere hewouldnotrecommendit Thereistoo muchchance
ofaccidentsoccurring icefishingholestotripon thelakecurvesandyouwouldntbeableto
seesomeonearoundthebend etc Therewassomediscussionaboutnotbeingable toiceskate
anywhereinSouthington Thereistoo muchwaterflowatRecreationParkandMemorialPark
sotheicenevergetsthickenough Mr Lapreaysaidhecouldlookintootheroptions Bow
huntingisalittledownfromlastyear Huntersgot17 TheprogramresumesDecember9

AutismProgramming Mr Mascihanded outapacketofinformationforthecommissionersto
readathome HespokewiththeTownManagerabouttheprogram MarkPalmieriwillgivea

thpresentationattheJanuary6 meeting Themeetingwillstartat600pm
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Mr MascisaidtomorrownightisChristmasintheVillageofPlantsville Theyarehavinganice
carvingcontest anareanearthegazebowillberopedoff OnFridaynightat530pm the
downtownlightingofthetreeswilltakeplace Achildwillbeturningthemon

CommissionerPalmierisaidshewouldliketoseehourly sheetsforall oftheworkers She
wantstoseewhoisworkingwhatondifferentevents CommissionerLaPortesaiditshouldbe
madepartoftheagenda

Mr Mascisaidhewouldstartworkingonthebudget Hewill trytoputalltheorganized
recreationgroupsbacktowhattheywerelastyear DaveLapreaymadeasuggestiontoput
30000inthebudgetforrepairsofparkbuildings Discussionfollowedonwhatwouldmake

senseandalsopasstheTownManager sbudgetcuts Mr Lapreaynotedthatthebathroomsat
MemorialParkareindireneedofrepair Inresponsetoaquestion Mr Mascisaidthetown
ownsthebuildingsbutwhileagroupisusingoccupyingit theyareresponsibleforupkeep If
thebuildingisabandoned bythegroup itwouldrevertback tothetown Itwastheconsensus
thatspecificlineitems suchasRestRoomRepair ratherthanalumpsumfor repairswould
standa betterchanceofpassing Mr Lapreaywasaskedtogetsomepricesforrepairingthe
bathroomsatMemorialPark Mr Mascihandedoutacopyoftheawardletterforthedemolition
oftheconcessionstandtoAbconEnvironmental Theywerethelowbidder

MotionwasmadebyCommissioner Fasulo secondedbyCommissionerLaPorte toacceptthe
reportoftheDirectorofRecreation Motioncarriedunanimously

ACTINGSUPERINTENDENTOFPARKSREPORT
Mr Lapreayreportedthatapieceofleafequipmentwasrepaired theyarecatchingup This
weekthedepartmentwasbusywithgettingthegreensreadyforChristmas theyareallset We
havebeenkeepingupwithtrailcleanup Mr Lapreaymetwith TonyTranquilloregardingthe
parkinglotatthedogpark Suggestedchangescouldworktoalleviatethemudproblemdueto
wetland Atleast20spacescouldbemadeinthenewarea perhapsmore

Oneitemnotonthewrittenreportisthatthedepartmentsmechanic GaryOHala willbe going
inforshouldersurgeryonDecember11andwillbeoutforatleastthree months Wemaybein
abindwithbreakdownswhichoccurconstantly HewilltalkwithSteveWlodkowskitoseehow
hehandlesit Hesaidhehasusedtemporarymechanics inthepast Therewas somediscussion
aboutthedepartmentbeingshorthandedalready withMr Egidiooutandalaborerpositionthat
wasnever filled Mr LapreaysaidthatMr Egidiohastriedtoadda persontothebudgetbutthe
itemwascut Commissionersbelieveditshouldbeputintheproposedbudget

MotionwasmadebyCommissioner Palmieri seconded byCommissionerFasulo toacceptthe
reportoftheActingSuperintendentofParks Motioncarried unanimously

REPORTOF PARKS Noreports

OLDBUSINESS
1 DriveInTheaterProperty CommissionerLaPortereported thathegota priceforthe
pavilion Theyaredoingtheengineeringonthebathroomsthatwillgothere Asiteplanis
made ItwillgotoPlanning Zoningandthewetlandscommission Hebelieves thepavilion
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willgoupinthespring

NEWBUSINESS
1 Budget20102011 Mr Mascisaidhewouldsenda draftbudgettocommissionersassoonas
itisreadybutbeforethenextmeeting

ADJOURNMENT
Therebeingnofurtherbusiness motiontoadjournwasmadebyCommissionerPalmieri
secondedbyCommissionerFasulo Motioncarriedunanimously Meetingadjournedat
726pm

Respectfullysubmitted

PatriciaBerardinelli
RecordingSecretary


