
PARKSANDRECREATIONBOARD
Wednesday February3 2010

Minutes

CALLTOORDER
ChairmanJohnFontanacalledthemeetingtoorderat630pm intheParks andRecreation
office 75MainStreet Southington CT

ROLLCALL
Present ChairmanJohnFontana CommissionersMichaelFasulo JosephLaPorteandJoanneD
Palmieri DirectorofRecreationWilliamJ Masci ActingSuperintendentofParksDavid
Lapreay
Excused ViceChairmanMeganO Maruzo

MINUTES
Commissioner Fasulomadeamotion seconded byCommissionerLaPorte toaccepttheMinutes
oftheJanuary6 2010meetingassubmitted Motioncarriedunanimously

VISITORS None

COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS None

PUBLICCOMMUNICATIONS None

DIRECTOROFRECREATIONREPORT
Mr Mascisaidtheremaybeacouplemoretripstoballgamesandpossiblya triptoNew
Hampshire HeandMr Lapreaymetwithpeoplewhosupplyprojectors Theyhaddiscussions
aboutrentingvs purchasingprojectorsfor showingmoviesatthedrive inproperty Theywill
prepareapackageofinformationonthevariousitemsandsendittoMr Masci Whenhe
receivesit hewillforwardinformationtotheboard Inflatablescreenswerediscussedbutwere
consideredunreliablebecauseofwindconditions etc Wecanusetheexistingscreen butitwill
needtobe painted thereareafewchipsinit Itisstructurallysound Westillhavetheold
projectors instoragebuttheyaredinosaurs Somepeoplehadtalkedabouthavingcars drive
ontothepropertyformoviewatching WhileMr Mascididnotthinkthatwasagoodidea Mr
Lapreaynotedthattheareawherethemovieswouldbeshowndoesnothavesprinklers Rental
isthewaytogowiththeprojectors Itischeaper andwedontknowhowoftenwewoulduse
them Alsowouldhave toconsiderwheretostoretheprojectorifpurchased AnFMradio
stationwouldbeused peoplecanbringportableradios CommissionerLaPorteproposedthat
MichaelRicciobeanofficialmemberofthecommitteetoreviewtheproposals Heisvery
interestedandwouldbeagoodpersontohaveonthecommittee Everyoneagreed Mr Masci
agreedtoforwardtheemailwithfurtherinformationassoonashe receivesit

LittleLeagueregistrationwillbeheldthis week Saturday andthefollowingweekatthehigh
school InpastyearswehaveusedDerynoskiSchoolbutthere istrafficwiththebasketball
program Therewasnoiceskatingtoday Peopleareclamoringforit Mr Lapreaysaidperhaps
nextyearwecouldbuildaskating rinkandflooditourselves Thewaterrunstooquicklyinour
pondscausingtheicetobetoothinforskating

Mr MascisaidthereisabudgetmeetingwiththeTownManagertomorrowat200pm if
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anyoneisinterested inattending HehandedoutcopiesoftheRecreationDepartmentbudget
andreviewedsomeofthehighlights IntheOrganizedRecreationbudget therewasdiscussion
abouttheone timeallotmentsforNorthernLittleLeague SouthernLittleLeagueand
SouthingtonMidgetFootball Muchdiscussionfollowedregardingwhattheleaguesare
proposingtodowiththerequestedfundsifapproved Letterswere submittedbytheleaguesbut
therewasnoletterfromNorthernLL Mr Masciwillcallfortheirofficialrequestletterpriorto
thebudgetmeeting

CommissionerLaPorteprovidedabriefsummaryofprogressatthedrive inproperty The
concessionstandisdown Discussionfollowedonworktobedone neededfill etc before the
pavilioncouldbebuilt Heestimatedthatitwouldcostabout 130000toconstructthepavilion
withrestrooms Consideringothercosts the 200000grantwillnotcovereverything

Mr MascisaidattheApple HarvestCommitteemeeting therewasdiscussionaboutopening
andclosingthestageforthetwoweekends AsuggestionwasmadetoopenitonFriday and
leavingitopenallweekend thendothesamethefollowingweekendinordertosaveovertimeof
unionemployees Mr MasciwasconcernedaboutsafetyandvandalismandcontactedWenger
thepeoplewhosupplieduswiththestage TheemailfromBillBeck salesmanager was
handedout Theyrecommendthatthestagebeclosedandlockedeachnightduetopossible
stormconditionsandalsotopreventthethreatofseriousinjury ordeathfrompeopleclimbingon
theunit falling etc Theboard agreed Abigapplesign similartotheoneatLewisFarms will
bemadeupandhungontheParks RecreationsignontheTownGreen We receivedapproval
fromtheZoningOfficer

SouthEndSchoolwillbedemolishedsometimethissummer Thisyear wewill usethegymat
DePaoloMiddleSchool fortheplayground programandMemorial Poolforswimming There
willbenoplaygroundprogramatRecreationParkthisyear

Softball Mr MascispokewithMr Prozzotoday Theydecidednottospend 1500forthe
website Alsowillnotspend 500forstickersforthebats Theywillbeprintedhereinthe
officeandplacedonthebats

Mr Mascisaidhewillbe havinganewprogram Zumba Itwillstartsometime inMarchand
AprilatStrongSchool

MotionwasmadebyCommissioner Palmieri seconded byCommissionerFasulo toacceptthe
reportoftheDirectorofRecreation Motioncarriedunanimously

CommissionerPalmieriaskedifanythingwasgoingtohappenwiththeautisticprogram Atthe
lastmeetingitwassuggestedtoworkwiththeBoardofEducation Fortheplaygroundprogram
theBOEpaysforoneononewithkidsintheCRECprogram Wewouldstartwiththat Mr
MascisaidhewouldhaveGerricallandgetmoreinformationonthepolicyandprocedure He
saidhewouldhave itforthenextmeeting

ACTINGSUPERINTENDENTOFPARKSREPORT
Mr Lapreaysaidthathewouldbe attendingthebudgetmeetingandwillspeakonhiscapital
items Thedepartment isdownatleasttwomen heisaskingfor anadditionalperson
Discussionfollowedonthecapitalitemsandtheirpriority
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ChairmanFontanaspoketotheboardaboutthediscussionsthathave beentakingplaceregarding
reorganizationoftheParksDepartmentandconsolidationwith HighwayPublicWorks Many
townsweresurveyedandnotmanyarecombined Heisnotinfavorofthischangeandstated
severalreasons Furtherdiscussionwillhavetotakeplaceandunionswillneedtobeconsulted
beforeanychangesaremade CommissionerLaPortebelievedthattheboardshouldwritea
letterinopposition givingthereasonswho HeandtheChairmanplannedtomeetnextweek to
composeanappropriateletter

Mr Lapreaysaidhiswrittenreportissimilartolastmonth Theyarecontinuingtreepruning
downtown brushcutting etc HeishelpingArtSecondoandtheChamberofCommercewitha
lightingprojectdowntown Theywant toputlightsonsomeofthetrees Astimepermits they
arehelpingwith thatonatemporarybasis Theyaretryingtofindtherightlights Usingsolar
power theymaynotworkwellonbothsidesofthestreet

MotionwasmadebyCommissioner LaPorte seconded byCommissionerPalmieri toacceptthe
reportoftheActingSuperintendentofParks Motioncarried unanimously

REPORTOF PARKS CrescentLake Mr MasciandMr Lapreayaretaking turnsgoingup
theresincethereisnomonitoringduringJanuary FebruaryandMarch Mr Lapreayischecking
foricefishing Peoplewant toiceskatebutitisnotpermitted Itistoodangerouswiththe
holes peoplecouldfallthrough Havenotheardanycomplaintson theDogPark Mr Lapreay
saiditismuddythere Hewaslookingatchipsandcontacted acoupleoftowns Theyusechips
andthereisnomud Youwillneverhavegrassthere itispretty muchimpossibleinthatarea
Hewonderedifthechipswouldhurtthedogs feet Atleastwecouldputchipsinthe
entranceway Rails toTrailswill startgoingshortly Questionaroseabouttheoldrailroad
stationownedbytwopeople Someonetalkedaboutdoingsomethingwiththatbuilding Paul
McCallaisrestoringit

OLDBUSINESS None

NEWBUSINESS
1 Budget20102011 MotionwasmadebyCommissionerFasulo secondedbyCommissioner
Palmieri toaccepttheRecreationDepartmentbudget subjecttoreceivinga requestletterfrom
NorthernLittleLeague foratotalbudgetof 611849 Motioncarried

MotionmadebyCommissionerLaPorte secondedbyCommissioner Palmieri toapprovethe
budgetoftheParksDepartmentintheamountof 1191870 Motioncarried

Mr MascisaidnovotewasrequiredfortheOrganizedRecreationorCommunityCelebrations
budgets

ADJOURNMENT
Therebeingnofurtherbusiness motionwasmadebyCommissionerLaPortetoadjournthe
meeting at745pm secondedbyCommissionerPalmieri Motioncarriedunanimously

Respectfullysubmitted

PatriciaBerardinelli
RecordingSecretary


