
PARKSANDRECREATIONBOARD
Wednesday April7 2010

Minutes

CALLTOORDER
ViceChairman MegMaruzo calledthemeetingtoorderat630pm intheParks andRecreationoffice
75MainStreet Southington CT

ROLLCALL
Present ViceChairmanMegan O Maruzo CommissionersMichaelFasulo JosephLaPorteandJoanne
D Palmieri ChairmanJohnFontana arrived645pm DirectorofRecreation WilliamJ Masci Acting
SuperintendentofParksDavidLapreay

MINUTES
CommissionerFasulomadeamotion secondedbyCommissionerPalmieri toaccepttheMinutesofthe
March3 2010meetingaswritten Motioncarriedunanimously

VISITORS None

COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS
1 LetterfromDonnaAlbaneseFunk ThisisarequesttohaveaCubScoutpackeventatPanthornPark
oneitherJuly12or19 Mr Mascisaiditwillnotinterferewithanything Extrabarrelsareputoutand
peopleareaskedtobringtheirownbagsforcleanup CommissionerFasuloaskedifthey hadtonamethe
townontheirinsurance CommissionerLaPortesaidnosincethereisnoexpensetothetown Theirown
insurance issufficient Itwastheconsensusoftheboardtoapprovethe request Mr Masciwillcall Ms
AlbaneseFunk

PUBLICCOMMUNICATIONS None

DIRECTOROFRECREATIONREPORT
Mr MascireportedthathehasatriptoWashington DConFriday Itisbeingshared withanothertown
butmostofthegroupisours Inresponsetoaquestion thebuswillmake apickupinNorthHavenafter
itpicksupinSouthington Red Soxgamesareprettymuchfull Weare backtomonitoringatCrescent
Lakewiththreemen Itisgettingheavy Therewasatrailerwithtwojetskisonit noticedbyone ofthe
guys alsoshowedonthepolicemonitor Theyweretoldtoleaveandthatno motorsareallowed onthe
lake Theparkisopenedby8am andthereare about8hoursofmonitoringeveryday ButchBugbeeis
thereonweekends Wekeep trackoftimeofthemonitorssoasnottogettothe120daylimit Hoursare
trackedbycalendaryear January throughDecember

thAboatingcoursestartsonApril27 wealreadyhadone Peoplewanttogetlegal Theydostoppeople
onthewater KayakrentalswillstartMemorialDayweekend WetoldSuburbanSportthatwewant
accountingeverytwomonths DaveLapreaywill checkthe beachareaandputsomesandthereas
needed MrMascisaidhehadasoftballmeetinglastnight Thereare33men steamsand 6women s
teams Gameswillbe playedMondaythroughFriday 3gamesanight sometimes4gamesforthosewho
wanttoplaylategames MrMasciaskedwhentheyshouldturnonthelightsforthetenniscourtsand
basketballcourts Peoplehavebeencalling toask Thelightsareon timersapproximatelyfrom7to10
pm EveryoneagreedthatApril15wasOKtoturnthelights on

Atthistime 645pm ChairmanFontanaarrivedandchairedtherestofthemeeting

Commissioner PalmieriaskediftheotherleagueshadsubmittedcalendarssimilartotheGirlsSoftball
Leaguecalendar MrMascisaidonceall theschedulesaremadeup theywillsubmitthemandhewill
distributetotheboard Rightnowheisreceiving listsofthenewofficers
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Railsto Trails Mr MascireportedthatthiswasdiscussedattheDepartmentHeadsmeetingthis
morning Theywillstartworkingontheextension Hementioned theproblemHamdenhasstarted
havingwith theirtrailwherebypeopleareusingmotorbikes Weshouldstartthinkingabouthowtocurb
thatifitbeginshere Wedohave signspostedonthetrailthatnomotorizedvehiclesareallowed The
newT3vehiclethatthePoliceDepartmenthasstartedusingonthetrailhasbeensuccessfulsofar
Everyoneagreed thatnomotorizedvehiclesshouldbeallowedonthetrailasitistoodangerous
CommissionerMaruzoaskediftherewasanythingthetowncoulddoregardingtheBrunallisitewhich
youcanseefromthetrail itisverymessylooking Other commissioners agreedsinceitseemsthatthey
putall theitemsthey arenotusingbackthere Therewerenosuggestionsmade

Mr Mascisaidheissigningupfortennis lessonsandplayground HemetwithJohnVitaleandhewill
dothree5weekgolf sessionsfor 100 Therewillbe threelonggamesandtwoshortgames Theywill
beatHawk sLanding

Pools WeareshootingforJune19toopen WearenotusingSouthEndSchoolthisyearbecausethey
willbe demolishingtheoldschool WewilluseDePaoloMiddleSchoolfortheplaygroundprogramand
MemorialPoolfortheswimlessons Mr Mascimadeasuggestionaboutchanging theopeningtimefor
thepublicforMemorialPoolto100pm insteadofnoon inordertoaccommodate theswimming
segmentoftheplaygroundprogram Hewouldhavethekidsswimto1100am andthenhaveswim
lessonsfrom11am to100pm and thenopenforthepubliconMonday Tuesday Thursday andFriday
ThereisasidewalkfromDePaolo toMemorial CommissionerMaruzocommentedonthecheck inand
check outofkidsfortheplaygroundprogram Shenotedthatcheck inwasverygoodbutinthe
afternoonitwaslacking sheherselfwasabletotakeotherchildrenhomewithherandnoonequestioned
it Thatcouldbeabigproblemwaitingtohappen Everyoneagreedthatthecheck outprocedureneeded
tobe tightenedup MrMasciwillseetoit Henotedthatthechangeinopeningtimewouldonlybefor
one year Itwasthe consensustoapproveMrMascis suggestion

Skatepark Mr Mascihasthecheckfor 4500andiswaitingfortheYMCAtopickitup Budget
TodaywewereaskedattheDepartmentHeadsmeetingifwehaveanythingtocutoratleastdeferbefore
theBoardofFinancemakesits cuts Theboardagreedthatthebudgetisveryleanas itissothere were
nocutstosuggest Drivein Mr MascidistributedacopyofanemailfromAdamBirnbaumwhoworks
inthemoviebusinessasafilmbuyerconsultant He isintroducinghimselfshouldthetownneedthetype
ofservicesheprovides MrMascigaveittotheboard forinformationbuthewillbepassingitonto
MikeRiccioandhisteamofvolunteerswho areworkingongettingamovieeventgoing Commissioner
LaPortesaidthatVinnyMorellisaidhehasdigitalequipment thatwouldprobablyworkforthetown
Wearenotsettingupadrive inbusiness Moreinformationwasneeded Mr Newman whowasin
attendance saidheisonMikeRiccio scommittee Ameetingisplannedfornextweek MrRiccio
wouldliketogetatleastonemovieshownbeforetheend oftheseason Mr Lapreaysaidthathe
receivedacall fromVinnyMorelliaskingaboutcuttingsometreesdown CommissionerLaPorteatthat
pointreviewedamapofthepark showingwherethecurrentfieldsandparkingare wherethescreenis
etc andnoonebelievedthatanytreeswereinthewayand didnotapprovecuttinganytrees atthat
location TennisTournament WintFilipekishaving theannualtournamentandagain askedfora
donationofacoupleofcasesoftennisballsaswehavedoneinthepast Hegivesscholarshipsto
studentsincluding Southington studentsandgivesareport onitaswell Itwastheconsensustoapprove
therequest AmericanLegionAuxiliaryrequestedpermissiontoputyellowribbonsonafewofthetrees
ontheGreeninhonorofourpeopleinthemilitary Everyoneagreedtoapprovetherequest Softball
website MrMascisaidwe arenotdoingthewebsite DarrenProzzo isgoingtodoit Also wearenot
buyingstickersforthelegalbatsthisyear Wecameupwithourownsticker saving 500 allowingusto
chargealittlelessforteamentrancefees

Motionwasmade byCommissionerPalmieri secondedbyCommissionerFasulo toacceptthereportof
theDirectorofRecreation Motioncarriedunanimously
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ACTINGSUPERINTENDENT OFPARKSREPORT
Mr Lapreayreportedthatthe lastfewweeksthedepartmentwasinfullswingwithcleanupoftheparks
Afewpiecesofequipmentaredownsoitistaking longer Theyareputting upsiltfencingandremoving
snowfenceatthedrive insite He spokewithGeorgeColeoftheHighwayDepartmenttoday Theywill
stockpilesoilforusuntilweare readyforit Mr LapreaycheckedwithAgwayagainonthedog
dispensers While theyadmitted theyhavedoneitinthepast rightnowtheyarenotdoinganydonations
becauseoftheeconomy Itwassuggestedhetryagainmidsummer ChairmanFontanaaddedthat
someoneheknowswhowassuccessful inreceivingadonationhadgonethroughthecorporateoffice
ratherthanthelocalfranchise Itmightbeworthatry

Mr Lapreay saidtherestroomswillstartbeingopenontheweekendsfortheleagues Hewill schedule
menforovertimetocleanthemontheweekendsifOKwiththeboard Theboardapproved Signsare
beingreplacedonthetrailasnecessary Theyare beingdefacedwithspraypaintandcan tbecleaned
Fourwerereplacedandmoreareordered theycost 3040each Itwillprobablybeanongoingthing
Mr Lapreaysaidhewillbehiringpart timersforthesummer Rightnowhehastwothatwillbe
scheduledinacoupleofweeksasitisgetting busy Hedidntwant tohavetoomanypart timersbecause
ofthependingmerger notsurehowitwouldwork

ParkingAuthoritywantstoputparkingsignstoindicatewherethemunicipal lotsareoneachend ofthe
TownGreen Theyare24 x30 toolarge Theyalsowantthemonthepoleswherewehave theflags
EveryoneagreedtheywouldnotlookgoodontheGreen also howmanypeople can tfindtheparking
lots Mr LapreaywillmeetwithTomDelSantooftheParkingAuthoritytomorrow Suggestionwas
madetoputasign onCenterStreetdownnearPraline s itwouldbeamuchbetter location Dog Park
CommissionerMaruzoaskedifMr Lapreayhadany moreinformationonAgragate He saidhedidnot
butheknowsitisprobablyexpensiveanddoesnotbelieveitwouldsolvetheproblematthedogpark
Nofillcanbeplacedthereeither WeweretoldwecouldplantgrassbutMr Lapreaydidnotbelieve that
wouldwork either

Motionwasmade byCommissionerFasulo secondedbyCommissionerPalmieri toacceptthereportof
theActingSuperintendentofParks Motioncarriedunanimously

REPORTOFPARKS
Drivein CommissionerLaPortespokeaboutwhatneedstobedonethere andthefrustrationofnot
gettinganywhereas farashaving enoughrevenuetodoit Outofthe 200000grant fromthestate
25000wasusedtodemolish theconcessionstand 25000forsomedrainagefortheroadtothesewer

plant 5000forthestatetoreviewtheplans Whenyouinclude the 25000donation wehaveabout
175000to buildthepavilion putinrestrooms electrical andutilities waterand sewer landscaping

parking areas andafield Itwilldefinitelynotbeenough UnbeknownsttoanyParkBoardmembers
TonyTranquillohadputin 200000inthetown s CapitalBudget forthedrive in Commissioner
LaPortefound outabout itthenightoftheFinanceBoardmeeting TheBOFistelling ustojustgoasfar
aswecanwiththe 175000thatwehave WehavenoideaiftheBOFwillletthecapitalamountgo
throughthebudgetprocess Commissionersplannedtospeakorwritetoboardoffinancemembersand
Councilmembers topleadtheircase Somediscussion followedregardingquestionsraisedbyCouncil
memberstoChairmanFontanaabout thewateringsystemfortheallpurposefield Thesprinklersystem
wouldcostabout 15000 CommissionerLaPorte agreedtoemailtheParkBoardmembersalistofthe
costofeachofthe itemsforthedrive insothattheywillhavethefactsthey needwhenspeakingwith
people Thiswouldbeaone timeexpenseforthe town

OLDBUSINESS
Turffield ChairmanFontanaspokeaboutall thecallsheisreceivingfromtheleagues Aftermonths of
workingwithpeopletogettheturffieldapproved itisnow threeyearsaway Hesaiditisunfortunate
becausetheprice willbeabout 500000higherifwewait He feltitwasamajorissueinthistown
becausethereisnotenoughspaceforplayingandpracticefields TheMemorial Parkleagues were
expectingtohaveaturffieldtoplayonandbackedoffoftheRiverStreetproperty idea Whatdowetell
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themnow Healsonotedthatthetrackiscrumblingbut itwillnotbereplaced willprobablyhaveto
havealltrackmeetsatother schools

Atthistime 740pm CommissionerFasuloleftthemeeting

ParkDepartmentChanges Discussionensuedregarding theplanstomergetheHighwayandParks
Departments Chairmansaidhecontacted24townswhohave mergedthesedepartmentsanditisnot
workinginanyofthem exceptforPlainvillewherethehighwaypersonhadparksexperience

NEWBUSINESS None

ADJOURNMENT
Therebeingnofurtherbusiness motionwasmadebyCommissionerPalmieritoadjournthemeeting at
755pm secondedbyCommissionerMaruzo Motioncarriedunanimously

Respectfullysubmitted

Patricia Berardinelli
RecordingSecretary


