
PARKSANDRECREATIONBOARD
Wednesday May4 2011

Minutes

CALLTOORDER
ChairmanJohnFontanacalledthemeetingtoorder at630pm intheParksandRecreationoffice 75
MainStreet Southington CT

ROLLCALL
Present ChairmanJohnFontana ViceChairmanMichaelFasulo Commissioners DavidKanute Joseph
LaPorteandJoanneD Palmieri DirectorofRecreation WilliamJ Masci Asst Supt ofParksDavidA
Lapreay

MINUTES
CommissionerKanutemadeamotion secondedbyCommissioner Fasulo toaccepttheMinutesofthe
April6 2011assubmitted Motioncarriedunanimously

VISITORS
1 GarrettMeccariello AfterwishingBillMasciahappyandhealthyretirement Garrett introducedhis
friendJoeDAgostinowhoislearningthebusiness Purposeoftheirattendance wastorequest
permissiontorenewhispermitforhishotdogbusinessintown Ithasbeenfouryearssincehereceived
permission andithasbeengood Hehashishealthpermit andisin theprocessofgetting thecertificate
ofinsurance Itwastheconsensusthathehasdoneagood jobinthepastandhecouldcontinue Mr
Meccariello askedfordocumentationoftheboardsapprovalwithaletter Thiswillbedoneoncehe
submitshiscertificateofinsurance

CommissionerKanutemadeamotiontograntGarrettMeccariello permissiontorenewhishotdog
vendingbusinesswiththecurrentstipulations SecondedbyCommissionerPalmieriandcarried
unanimously

2 BobBorkowski NorthernLittleLeague Mr Borkowski hadthreeitems fordiscussion First heis
seekingapprovaltoinstallbattingcagesattheBabe Ruthfield second coversfortheminorsdugouts
andthird potential foranotherdiamondatMemorialParkdownthefirstbaselinefromtheroad
Discussion followed Brian Ranaganlastweekregarding thebattingcagesafterreceivingtherequest He
instructedMr RanagantoseetheTownPlannerforpermits whichhedid Asfarasthedugouts Mark
Lovelyhasalreadypulledthepermitsandhasagreedtodothejob Theextradiamondwouldbeused
primarilyforpractice andforscheduling theminorleagues MrBorkowskisaid thereissynergywith the
footballleaguesincesomeofthesamepeopleareontheboards CommissionerFasulowondered if
thereisroomforanotherdiamond there whyitwasn tdonealongtimeagosincewe keephearingabout
theneedformorefields ChairmanFontanacommentedthathehopedtheywouldusesyntheticfields
Therewassomediscussionaboutthefencealongtheroadandwhetheritwouldneedtobeextended

Commissioner Kanutemadeamotiontogive permissiontogoforwardwiththebattingcagesandtoput
coversover theminorleaguedugouts CommissionerLaPorteseconded themotionwhichcarried
unanimously Theadditionaldiamond requestwouldneedtobe consideredfurtheronceitwaslookedat

ChairmanFontanaaskedMr BorkowskitosharewithMr Ranaganthatameetingwasheldregarding the
Armoryarea withsomegoodresults Aletterwillbe goingout Itwon thappenovernightbutitisin
process

3 John KarenGersbeck IceCream Vendors Mr Gersbeckwasfollowinguponthelastmeeting He
hopedtheboardwasgoingtomakeadecisionabouttownresidentvendorshavingpreferenceoveroutof
townvendors BillMascitriedtocontactZendrosandleftmessagesbuthadnoresponse Some



P Rminutes5 411 page2

discussion followedregardingwhetherornottheboardhadauthority tolimitcertainvendorsfromthe
parks Onceyouhaveapermitfromthetown youcangoanywheresupposedly Comments weremade
abouttheother vendorbeinguncooperativeinthepastandnow KarenGersbeckstatedthattheyare
mainlyinterestedinbeingabletosellatthePark RecreationprogramssuchasKidsEntertainment
MusicontheGreen playgroundprogram etc CommissionerLaPorteaskedtheGersbecksiftheywould
beinterestedinabidprocess Mr Gersbecksaidinabidprocessitwouldgotothelowestresponsible
bidder andtheycouldprobablynotcompetewiththeothervendor However inanRFPprocesswith
plansandspecifications youcanchoosewhoyouwantwhomeets yourrequirements HenotedthatNew
Britainhasa vendorofchoice fortheirParks Recdepartmentsonooneelsecansell

Question aroseastohowdifficultitwouldbetopullapersonspermit ItisaquestionfortheTown
Attorney CommissionerLaPortesaidwehavetodrawupsomeguidelines Untilwe drawthemup Mr
MasciwasaskedtogivetheGersbecksaletter statingthatthey havepermissiontogointotheparks
CommissionerPalmieribelievedacertified letter shouldgoouttoZendrostelling themthattheyarenot
allowedontownproperty CommissionerLaPortesaidhewouldprefertalkingwith themhimselfand
askedMr GersbecktocallhimifhehasaproblemwithZendrosandhewillhandleit

4 JackiWillametzisthevolunteercoordinator fortheYouthServicesKickOffeventtakingplaceon
rdJune3 atDePaoloMiddleSchool Proceedsfrom theeventwillgointoafundforanewprogramthey

areworkingoncalledtheSummerYouth FestivalInitiative knownnowasSYFI Theinitiativeisinline
withthe focusonyouth especiallyat riskyouththattheSTEPSprogramisconcernedwith Publicityfor
thekickoffwillbestartingthisweek MarkSciotalookedoverall thecontractsandtheliability
insurance thattheperformer amagician has Thevisionisthatthiscouldbeaselfsustainingprogram
withvolunteersfrommanydifferentareas Ms Willametzsaidshewouldprobablycomebacktoreport
onhowthekickoffeventwent Shewasbasicallyaskingfortheboards blessing togoforwardwith
theirplans

COMMUNICATIONS REPORTS
1 LetterfromJ KubiczareBouncyHouse Mr Kubiczaishavingabirthday partyatRecreationPark
onJune10andisrequestingpermissionforabouncyhouse Commissionershad noproblemwithitas
longasthereisadultsupervisionatall timesandheprovidesacertificateofinsurance
2 LetterfromB Ranagan Southington NorthBabeRuth Requesttobuildingtwobatting cages
discussedearlier
3 LetterfromJ LaPortetoLAylsworth NortheastUtilities Thankyouletterforsupplyinglaborand
equipment toinstallpolesforsafetynetting
4 LetterfromJ LaPortetoBoardofWaterCommissioners Thankyounoteregardinginstallationofa
waterlineatthedrive inarea
5 LetterfromJ LaPortetoSSYAA Nets Thankyounoteforhelpandcooperation ingettingsafety
netsinstalled
6 LetterfromJ WillametzforaFestival Discussedabove
7 LetterfromC PalmierirePoolRules RecommendationsfornewpoolrulessignsforbothMemorial
andRecreationParkpoolstoupdateandreplaceoldsigns CommissionerKanutemadeamotionto
amendthePoolRulessignstoChrisPalmieri srecommendations SecondedbyCommissionerLaPorte
andcarriedunanimously DaveLapreaywillworkgetsomepricesandworkwithChrisPalmieritoget
thesignsmadeandinstalled

REPORTONPARKS
ChairmanFontanareported thatameetingtotalkaboutthefieldswasheld AttendeesincludedBill
Masci DaveLapreay GarryBrumback EricSwallow FredCox Dr Erardi andothers Alotof
problemsandconcernswerediscussed Dr ErardiaskedBillMasciandEricSwallowtosetupa
scheduleforuseofall thefields Itbecameabigproblem Hetalkedaboutsomeoftheissues Eric
Swallowwasputinchargeofthehighschoolcoaches Anyonewhowantstouseaschool fieldorgym
must cometotheParks RecreationDepartmentwhereitwillbedeterminedwhetherornotthegroupis
nonprofit Amasterbookwillbekeptinthedepartmentsoyoucanlookupanygivendateorfieldtosee
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ifitisavailable Peoplewillhavetoshowwhat theyarecharging theyoungsterstoplay Dr Erardi
thwantstomeetwithJohnFontanaonMay13 andif allisagreed itwillbeputinwriting Groupswould

begivenawrittenpermissiontousethefields DaveLapreaycommentedthatthedepartmentalreadyhas
abooksoitisalreadyhappening

CommissionerKanutestatedthatinWallingford theyuseanelectronic calendarforscheduling fields
Theprincipaloftheschoolwouldgetanemailwhenafieldisreserved Somediscussion followedonthe
feesnow chargedforrentaland fieldpreparation ormaintenancefees Mr MascisaidtheParks
RecreationDepartmentwouldscreen thepeoplewishingtousethefieldsandsignoffifitisanonprofit
rentalfeesarenotchargedtononprofits ChairmanFontanasaidthatwrittenguidelineswouldbe drawn
uptoclarifyit Hestatedthathereceivednumerousphonecalls fromfolkssayingthatthefieldsaretown
propertyandtheyshould notbe charged

MrMascisaidhehasaUSSAteamthatwantstouseKennedySchoolfields onSaturdayfrom12to6
Theyscheduledadouble headerwithouthavingafield Mr Mascinowhastheapplication Theymust
comeinwiththeirfinances itisforone dayonly Itisaregionalbaseballleague Theywillalsouse
Massarelli FieldonSunday TheapplicationwillgotoSherriDiNello

MrMascireceivedaletterfromEdThompsonrequesting permissiontoholdProblemSolvingClinicsat
thedogpark Thequestionandansweronlyclinicswouldbefreeofcharge Theboarddidnotbelieve
heshouldusetownfacilitiessincehe wouldbelookingforbusinessforwhichhewould charge Motion
madebyCommissionerKanute secondedbyCommissionerPalmieri todenytherequest Motion
carriedunanimously

DIRECTOROFRECREATIONREPORT
Mr MascireportedthattheYMCAhasbeenhavingaroadraceattheAppleHarvestFestivalforyears it
isbasicallypartofthefestival Atthelastfestivalmeetingamemberhadconcernedregardingthecostof
policeovertimeduringtheroadrace Informationisbeinggathered byChrisPalmieriwiththehelpofthe
PoliceDepartmenttoascertaincosts HeisalsoincontactwiththeYMCAonthismatter

Tennis isgoingonnow YouthTheater registrationiscompleted Golf lessonsarepickingup Touch A
thTruckwillbeheldonMay21 NatureDayisJune2forthe4 gradersatPanthornPark Thisisthe

eventformerlycoordinatedbyStuartEstrathatBonnie Sicaisnowheading upinconjunctionwithTrails
thDay June4 isthegrandopeningofthenewsectionofRailstoTrails Theceremonywillbeginat

1000am atthebeginningofthetrailnearthe Hearthstone

Mr Mascisaidasfarasthetransition oftheRecreationDepartment hewillbeavailabletohelpout It
willbeespecially hardsincehissecretary GerriRoper isalsoretiringinJune Herjobwillbepostedto
theunion Inresponse toaquestionastowhowillfill theposition PatBerardinellistatedthatthe town

thwouldbeholdingmunicipaltestingforclericalsecretarialpositionsonJune4 Itwillbeadvertisedvery
soon Thelasttestwasconductedin2007 Oncepeoplestartmovingaroundwithintheunion there will
beopenpositionstofill

Motionwasmade byCommissionerPalmieri secondedbyCommissionerFasulo toacceptthereportof
theDirectorofRecreation Motioncarriedunanimously

ASSISTANTSUPERINTENDENT OFPARKS
Mr Lapreayreportedthatleaguesareinfullswing Takingcareofthefieldsweekly Willkeepatthe
drive inarea sothatthegrasswillcomeinnicely Mr Lapreay srecommendationisnottousethefield
untilnextyear AlltherestroomsareopenandarebeingmaintainedonSaturdaysandSundays

Regarding therestroomsatMemorial hewasinstructedtogetsomepricestoredo them Hedoesnt
knowiftheCouncil willrestorefundingforthem Tennislightsare on hadafewrequests Tryingto
keepupwithmaintenanceonthetrail Thedogfecesproblemisnotasbadasitwasafter thewinter



P Rminutes5 411 page4

NewpipingandhotwaterheaterwereinstalledatMemorialPoolbasement Theheaterwasveryold
Theelectricianistherenowrepairingsomerottedwires SteveWlodkowskiwasontheroofwitha
contractor todaytoassessthesituationandgetaquote

RecyclingbinswereplacedinRecreationParkinstrategiclocationstoseehowthey workout The
vendorwillemptythemeverytwoweeks Whenthepoolsopenwewillprobablyputafewinthepool
areas TheNoParkingsignsareup Hopefullythatwilltakecareoftheparkingproblem

Thetownreceived 34bluebirdbirdhousesfromaKennedywoodshopclass Havestarted installingthem
astimepermitsindesignatedareas

CommissionerPalmieriaskedhowworkingwithHighway wasgoing Mr Lapreaysaidithasbeen
workingjustfine theyarestill twodifferentdepartmentsthatworktogether CommissionerPalmieri
believedthatitwasagreatideaandmore departmentsshould worktogethertosavethetownmoney

Commissioner KanuteaskedaboutthepossibilityofmakingreflectivesignsforCrescentLake saying
DawntoDusk Peoplehavesaidtheycanseetheruleswhenitgetsdark Perhapsifwehadreflective
signstherulescanbeenforced HecommentedthatlastSundaytherewereabout60carsatthepark

CommissionerFasulomadeamotiontoacceptthereportoftheAssistantSuperintendentofParks
secondedbyCommissionerKanute Motioncarriedunanimously

OLDBUSINESS
1 PavilionatDriveInPark CommissionerLaPortereportedthatthepavilionshouldbeerectedbythe
end ofthe week Rainyweatherhasheldupthework CommissionerFasulo askedifitwouldbedone
byJune18 thedayofthefirstdrive inmovie Itmightbebutnotcertain
2 DogPark Mr MascireportedthathecheckedwiththeTownAttorneywhosaidtheparkisforTown
ResidentsOnly ChairmanFontana spokewiththepeoplewhoattendedlastmonth smeetingregarding
outoftowners

NEWBUSINESS
1 TransitionoftheRecreationDepartment MusicontheGreen JerryLimmer isontopofthings
TherewasalittleproblemwiththeLionsClubastothedatefortheirsponsorshipbutitisallsetnow

stFirstconcertisJune1 KidsEntertainment Mr MascispokewithJerryabout it hesaid hecould
handleit Whoever takesoverthepositionwon tbeabletohaveovertimebutwouldbeentitledto
compensatorytimeoff Wewillcall thetheatricalpeopleforbookings

CommissionerswereremindedthattheTownCouncil wouldvoteontheFY201112budgetonMonday
night

ThisbeingMr Masci slastboardmeeting alltheCommissionersthankedhimforhismanyyearsof
service tothedepartmentandthetown

ADJOURNMENT
Atthistime ChairmanFontana calledforanExecutiveSession MotionmadebyCommissioner Fasulo
secondedbyCommissionerPalmieri toadjourn theregularmeetingandgointoExecutiveSession
excludingallbuttheCommissionmemberat813pm Motion carriedunanimously

Respectfullysubmitted

Patricia Berardinelli
RecordingSecretary


