
MINUTESOFTHEBOARDOFWATERCOMMISSIONERS

TheregularmeetingoftheBoardofWaterCommissionerswasheld
onThursday February11 2010atthedepartmentoffices 605
WestQueenStreet Southington CT Arecordingofthismeeting
canbefoundonfiletape 556

PRESENT PresidentThomasMurphy VicePresidentErikSemmel
CommissionersAngelinaSantaMaria RobertBerkmoes Michael
Domian CherylLounsbury SuperintendentThomasWest Assistant
SuperintendentFrederickRogersandJaniceEisenhauer
stenographer Aquorumisdetermined

1 CALLTOORDER
ThemeetingwascalledtoorderbyPresidentThomasMurphy

at600PM

th2 ApprovalofMinutesofJanuary14 Meeting
AmotionwasmadebyCommissionerSantaMariatoacceptthe

minutesaspresented AsecondwasmadebyVicePresidentErik
Semmel Therewerenocommentsonthemotion Avoicevotewas
intheaffirmative CommissionerBerkmoesabstained

3 Communications

a CommunicationsfromthePublic
None

b CommunicationsfromAdministrators
AssistantSuperintendentRogersreportedthathehad

beencontactedbyarepresentativeattheSouthingtonHighSchool
regardinga shadow programforstudents withagoalof
familiarizingthemvariousjobsinthemunicipalandbusiness
community Hewasinterestedinsettingupsuchaprogramwith
thewaterdepartment Rogersisinfavorofexploringthisand
hefeelsthatthewaterdepartmentoffersawiderangeofcareer
interests administrative management engineering operational
Thereisnoinsuranceissue Heaskedinputfromtheboard
CommissionerBerkmoesexpressedhispositiveresponsetothis
requestandsuggestedthatanagendaandoutlineoftasksbe
prepared

SuperintendentWestaskedtheboardforpermissionto
replacetwovehiclesinthefleet Oneisautilityvehicleand
theotherisatruck Oneisalreadyscheduledtobereplacedin
thebudget theotherisnot Hefeelsthatbothareontheway
tobecomingasafetyhazardduetodeterioration andheavyuse
Hesuggeststhepurchaseoftwosmallerutilityvehicles more
economicalandadequatefortheirfunction Therewassome
discussion Thepresentvehicleswillbeturnedin Westwill
explorethisandreturntotheboardwiththeappropriate
numbers CommissionerSantaMariaaskedwhichtruckswillbe



turnedinandhowmanyhavebeenpurchasedwithinthelastfew
years

WestalsodiscussedissuesatWell 2 Thiswellislosing
specificcapacity Thiswellnormallypumps500gallonsaminute
anditisdropping nowat460 Thisindicatesthatitis
becomingplugged Hethinksitisprudenttoaddressthisbefore
summer Hesuggeststhatitberefurbishedwhileitisdownand
heexplainedtheneedsandtypeofequipmentinusethere This
isnotreflectedinthebudget buttheupcomingbudgetdoesask
foranenergyupgrade perhapspartiallyfundedbyCLP A
timelinewasdiscussed Westanticipatescosttobeintherange
of 13000to 15000 Conditionofotherwellswasdiscussed
CommissionerBerkmoesmadeamotiontoaddtherefurbishmentof
Well 2totheagendaofthismeeting ThiswassecondedbyVice
PresidentSemmelandpassedonavoicevote Itbecomesitem7
d underNewBusinessontodaysagenda

c CommunicationsfromBoardMembers
None

4 FinancialMatters
a ReviewofWaterBillings OutstandingJobbingBills

ApprovalofInvoices
SuperintendentWestreportedonbillingsandcollections

andthenewjobbingbills Thereweresomequestionsfromthe
boardonindividualinvoicespresentedforpayment answeredby
SuperintendentWest CommissionerSantaMariaaskedaboutthe
electricsupplierandSuperintendentWestexplainedthat
Constellationisnolongerthesupplier CommissionerSanta
Mariamadeamotiontohonortheinvoicesaspresentedfor
payment ThiswassecondedbyCommissionerDomianandpassedon
avoicevote

PresidentMurphycalledforarecessat705PMandthemeeting
wasreconvenedat715PM

5 CommitteeReports
a ExecutiveCommittee

SuperintendentWestdidretrievetherulesofthe
ExecutiveCommitteedatingbacktowhenthecommitteewasformed
TheExecutiveCommitteehastheabilitytogenerateaconsent
agendatobevotedonbytheboardatthenextmeeting Itcan
approveandamendspecialandemergencyminutes approvecash
statements jobbingbills andapprovewaterserviceforsite
plansandsubdivisionswherethewaterdemandislessthan10000
gallonsaday TheExecutiveCommitteeconsistsofthe
President VicePresidentandSecretaryTreasurer Otherpowers
includeapprovalforpurchasingofitemsbetween 5000and
25000

Therewassomediscussionaboutamendingthis West
reportsthatitstillworks butperhapstheamountsof



purchasingallowedmightneedupdatingsincethishasntbeen
revisitedsinceinceptionin1999 PresidentMurphyprovided
somebackgroundsurroundingthepurposeforthiscommittee
Duringtheyears19992000 therewasagreatdealof
constructionintownandaonceamonthmeetingschedulewas
awkward Heavyagendasrequiredmeetingstorunverylateand
thiswassetuptosimplifythatprocess

Westcommentedthatsincethisisaconsentagendaitem if
thisistobeamendedtheentireboardmustvoteonit
Individualitemscanberemoved discussedandvotedon
separately

Thisconsentagendahasnotbeenusedinrecentyearsdue
tothepaucityofbuildingprojects Therewasadiscussion
aboutincreasingtheamountofpurchasingpower Commissioner
LounsburymadeamotiontoincreasetheSuperintendentslatitude
ofpurchasingallowedto 10000fromthecurrent 5000andthe
ExecutiveCommitteesto 10000and 50000 Commissioner
Berkmoessecondedhermotion Therewerenoremarksonthe
motion Itpassedonavoicevote

b InfrastructureCommittee
CommissionerBerkmoesreportedthatameetingwasheld

lastweek SomeoftheprojectsdiscussedwereWestStreetand
W CenterStreetsoonbeupgradedbythetown Westreported
thatthetownisplanningsomedrainageupgradesonasectionof
WestStreetandWestCenterandMiddleStreet Thecommittee
wantstocompletetheworkonWelchRd Approvalisawaitedfrom
theWetlandsCommissiononthis CurtisStreet crossinginto
WelchRdwasalsodiscussed alongwithseveralinhouse
projects

c TechnologyCommittee
Noreport

6 OLDBUSINESS

a UpdateonFederalGrants StateGrantsandSRFLoans
TheFergusonrepresentativeisnotpresent Acorrected

proposedagendawasdistributedtomembersoftheboard
SuperintendentWestupdatedtheboardoncontractnegotiations
withFergusonGroup Energyefficiencyupgradesarepopular
projectsreceivinggrants WestspokeaboutcontactingSenator
DoddabouttheWERDAmoneyavailableanditstiestotheHartford
leveeproject AtriptoWashingtonDC istentativelyplanned
forMarch CommissionerSantaMariaaskedifthestreamflow
regulationscanbeclaimedasahardshiptorequestgrantrelief

b UpdateonDEP StreamFlow Regulations
SuperintendentWestreportedonthisissue The

hearinghasbeenheldatDEP Therewassubstantialopposition
totheseregulations morethanhadbeenanticipated CWWA



pulledtogetherasubstantialcasefortheopposition The
decisionisawaited probablytoberenderedinthenext46
months CWWAisalsoexploringalegislativeavenuetooppose
this

CommissionerSantaMariahadsomequestionsaboutthese
regulations Howdoesthisaffectpeoplewhohaveawell West
answerednotatall Sheaskedifthisonlyaffectstownsthat
borderariver Westansweredthatitaffectsanyone including
privateentitiessuchasgolfcourses skiresorts evenfarmers
thatdivertmorethan50000gallonsofwateradayfromthe
groundorsurfacewater

c EastStreetWaterMain
ReferredtoExecutiveSession

d PharmaceuticalsCollectionDay2010
SuperintendentWestreported Thesubcommitteehadits

firstmeetingrecently TheSouthingtonPoliceDepartmenthas
agreedtosendanofficerfortheday CleanHarborswill
provideserviceforthesamepriceaslastyear Commissioner
SantaMariawillsecurethefoodforthevolunteers Marketed
aggressively PharmaceuticalsCollectionDaywillbeSaturdayMay
1

e SafetyValveProgram
PaulRoberts representativeoftheSafetyValveProgram

presentedaninterimreportontheprogramindetail Heasked
thatthelettertocustomers revisedtoreflectnewboard
members namesbereviewedbeforeprinting Thereweresome
questionsfromboardmembersandCommissionerSantaMariaand
MichaelDomianaskedthattheirnamebecorrected Robertswill
returnwiththecorrecteddraft

7 NEWBUSINESS

a PresentationbyBudwitz Meyerjackon20082009Audit
MichaelZiebkaCPAfromBudwitz Meyerjackreported

indepthtotheboardonthefinancialauditconductedforthe
fiscalyearendingJune 2009 Waterrateincreaseswere
discussed Heexplainedthefinancialreportpresentedin
writing insomedetailandrecommendedsomecultivationof
revenue Henotedthecleanbillofhealthashasbeenthecase
inpreviousyears ThereporthasbeenfiledwiththeStateof
Connecticutandaccepted SuperintendentWestquestionedhim
aboutfinancingissuesandproposedprojects Thearbitration
processwasdiscussed

ScottBurleighCPA distributedtherequiredoverviewof
theaudit explainedtheitemslistedandansweredquestions He
spokeoftheexcellentqualityofthebookkeepingpracticesand
professionaldecorumoftheWaterDepartmentstaffunderthe
auspicesofCarolMazzalupo OfficeSupervisor



CommissionerSantaMariacommentedonhowclosethe
operatingexpensesandtherevenueappearonthescale There
wassomediscussionaboutthepublictrendtoconservewater

b Tighe BondRateStudy
SuperintendentWestpresentedastatewidecomparison

surveypreparedbyTighe Bondshowingwaterandsewerrates
Alsonotedisotherinterestinginformationpertinenttowater
ratesandbillingpractices SouthingtonWaterCoratesare
comparativelylow

c Proposedservicefor4044WestMainStreet The
Hearth Restaurant byDeansStove Spa Inc

AssistantSuperintendentFrederickRogerspresentedthe
project Heexplainedindetailtheconstructionplansaffecting
thewaterserviceandnotedthatitmeetsalloftheWater
Departmentsregulations NeilCassarellisapprovalispending
PresidentMurphyquestionedtheconditionofaprivatehydranton
theproperty AmotionwasmadebyCommissioner Berkmoesto
approvethisplan upontheapprovaloftheSouthingtonFire
Department ThemotionissecondedbyCommissionerLounsbury A
voicevotewasintheaffirmative

d Well 2Redevelopment
SuperintendentWestanticipatesthecostofthis

project aspreviouslydiscussed tobeintherangeof 13000
to 15000 Ifthepumpneedstobereplaceditwillbean
additional 4500 Commissioner Lounsburymadeamotionto
approveupto 25000toredevelopWell 2 Thiswassecondedby
CommissionerBerkmoesandpassedonavoicevote

8 ExecutiveSessionAnticipatedforPersonnelandNegotiations
VicePresidentSemmelmadeamotiontoadjourntoExecutive

Session barringthepublicandpressat804PM Thiswas
secondedbyCommissionerBerkmoesandpassedonavoicevote

TheBoardenteredexecutivesessionat804PM

TheBoardLeftExecutiveSessionat946PM

Commissioner Semmelmadeamotiontoadjournthemeeting
Commissioner Berkmoessecondedthemotionanditpassed
unanimously

Themeetingadjournedat947PM


