TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON
PARKING AUTHORITY
REGULAR MEETING
May 6, 2009

A regular meeting of the Parking Authority of the Town of
Southington was held on May 6, 2009 in the Town Council chambers
of the Southington Town Hall at 75 Maiin Street, Southington,
Connecticut. The meeting was called to order by John Solury
Chairman, at 1:05PM.

Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Rmerican flag was recited by
all present.

Roll Call
Present: Chairman John Solury, Jr. and Commissioners
Dolores Babkirk and Mathew Florian.

A gquorum is determined.

John J. Solury, Jr. assuming the Chair:

Approval of Minutes of April 2, 2009 Meeting

Commissioner D. Babkirk made a motion to approve the minutes
as presented. Commissioner Florian seconded the motion and it
was passed on a roll call vote: Babkirk-yes, Florian-yes,
Solury-yes.

Public Communications
None.

Commissioner Communications

Chairman Solury read a letter from Joan Cahill of 51 North
Main St., Southington dated March 13, 2009. The letter is
attached herewith.

Mr. Florian commented on the letter from Joan Cahill. He
states that he often gets calls from downtown merchants about
parking issues. He reports that this letter is well thought out
and written, however, he received the frantic phone call from
this merchant at the time of the precipitating incident. He noted
that there were undoubtedly many similar situations, but only one
person took the time to write. He noted that the downtown is
“maxed out” with parking and that everyone is aware of it. It is
a good thing, as Ms. Cahill mentions in her letter, since it
speaks of the great success of the Renaissance project. He feels
that the Council is taking a “we have bigger problems” attitude
on the issue of downtown parking, and he ventures that they have
a point. However, he wants everyone to recall that 20 years ago
Southington’s downtown was a disgusting area with a bunch of
closed businesses, drug dealers hanging from windows at Abbey
Park and grass growing in the parking lots. There were only a



few time-honored businesses that remained, remnants of a viable
downtown area just 10 years before. The Parking Authority needs
to advocate for the merchants whose business is dependent on the
municipal parking lots and make the Town Council aware of their
plight. The Town Manager, the Town Attorney and the Town Council
maintain that this is how it is, keep approving waivers for
parking that isn’t there. He feels that there is no real purpose
of this commission if it has no venue to improve the situation.
Southington downtown needs parking and there is nothing being
entertained, anywhere, to alleviate the problem.

Chairman Solury noted that there are some projects in the
pipeline to add parking, but Mr. Florian feels that it is not
adequate to address even present needs--40 spaces off the beaten
track of downtown businesses. He suggests that there are 80
spaces in an empty lot behind the Town Hall that could be
prepared with a gravel base for immediate, though temporary use.
It is in the heart of downtown. The town owns the land, empty
now, waiting for future expansion of the Town Hall, whenever that
might happen. He spoke for many merchants running little
businesses who are dying from inadequate parking. He reminds
that a lot of hard work went into making Southington’s downtown
the thriving area that it is today and it would be foolish not to
promote its continued growth. The robust downtown adds two
percent in value to every property in Southington and in total
adds substantially to the tax base. Not cared for, the business
section could be lost in 10 years. He feels that someone from
the Parking Authority should petition the Town Council at every
meeting; that there should be something in the newspaper on a
regular basis, that the public should be aware of the need for
more parking in order to maintain and grow the business community
in the downtown area. He notes that a viable business center is
just as important to the community as a good school or a good
recreation department.

Chairman Solury offered that he did speak with the Deputy
Town Manager, Mark Sciota about the lot behind the Town Hall. He
informed the chair that that space is not an option. It is part
of the long-term plan to renovate the Town Hall and the town is
not willing to consider a temporary use. Mr. Florian wondered
about the prudence of accepting this edict without further
discussion. Commissioners present and voting, felt that this
needs to be discussed at a future meeting and that the Parking
Authority must be unified regarding goals and a course of action.
Mr. Florian notes that the Parking Authority’s budget has been
cut again, the parking study refused, the town owns land and it
won’t even step up to the plate, he wonders what exactly is the
function of this commission.

Chairman Solury feels that this is a new board and it has
taken on a lot of initiatives right now and expansion of downtown
parking is on the plate but the board needs to prioritize.

Safety issues are paramount, the lots are being prepared for
spring and he has been talking with town officials to get their
feelings on expanding parking and other issues so that this panel






