
TOWNOFSOUTHINGTON
PARKINGAUTHORITY

REGULARMEETING
May6 2009

AregularmeetingoftheParkingAuthorityoftheTownof
SouthingtonwasheldonMay6 2009intheTownCouncilchambers
oftheSouthingtonTownHallat75MaiinStreet Southington
Connecticut ThemeetingwascalledtoorderbyJohnSolury
Chairman at105PM

PledgeofAllegiance
ThePledgeofAllegiancetotheAmericanflagwasrecitedby

allpresent

RollCall
Present ChairmanJohnSolury Jr andCommissioners

DoloresBabkirkandMathewFlorian

Aquorumisdetermined

JohnJ Solury Jr assumingtheChair

ApprovalofMinutesofApril2 2009Meeting
CommissionerD Babkirkmadeamotiontoapprovetheminutes

aspresented CommissionerFloriansecondedthemotionandit
waspassedonarollcallvote Babkirkyes Florianyes
Soluryyes

PublicCommunications
None

CommissionerCommunications
ChairmanSoluryreadaletterfromJoanCahillof51North

MainSt SouthingtondatedMarch13 2009 Theletteris
attachedherewith

Mr FloriancommentedontheletterfromJoanCahill He
statesthatheoftengetscallsfromdowntownmerchantsabout
parkingissues Hereportsthatthisletteriswellthoughtout
andwritten however hereceivedthefranticphonecallfrom
thismerchantatthetimeoftheprecipitatingincident Henoted
thattherewereundoubtedlymanysimilarsituations butonlyone
persontookthetimetowrite Henotedthatthedowntownis
maxedout withparkingandthateveryoneisawareofit Itis

agoodthing asMs Cahillmentionsinherletter sinceit
speaksofthegreatsuccessoftheRenaissanceproject Hefeels
thattheCouncilistakinga wehavebiggerproblems attitude
ontheissueofdowntownparking andheventuresthattheyhave
apoint However hewantseveryonetorecallthat20yearsago
Southingtonsdowntownwasadisgustingareawithabunchof
closedbusinesses drugdealershangingfromwindowsatAbbey
Parkandgrassgrowingintheparkinglots Therewereonlya



fewtimehonoredbusinessesthatremained remnantsofaviable
downtownareajust10yearsbefore TheParkingAuthorityneeds
toadvocateforthemerchantswhosebusinessisdependentonthe
municipalparkinglotsandmaketheTownCouncilawareoftheir
plight TheTownManager theTownAttorneyandtheTownCouncil
maintainthatthisishowitis keepapprovingwaiversfor
parkingthatisntthere Hefeelsthatthereisnorealpurpose
ofthiscommissionifithasnovenuetoimprovethesituation
Southingtondowntownneedsparkingandthereisnothingbeing
entertained anywhere toalleviatetheproblem

ChairmanSolurynotedthattherearesomeprojectsinthe
pipelinetoaddparking butMr Florianfeelsthatitisnot
adequatetoaddressevenpresentneeds 40spacesoffthebeaten
trackofdowntownbusinesses Hesuggeststhatthereare80
spacesinanemptylotbehindtheTownHallthatcouldbe
preparedwithagravelbaseforimmediate thoughtemporaryuse
Itisintheheartofdowntown Thetownownstheland empty
now waitingforfutureexpansionoftheTownHall wheneverthat
mighthappen Hespokeformanymerchantsrunninglittle
businesseswhoaredyingfrominadequateparking Hereminds
thatalotofhardworkwentintomakingSouthingtonsdowntown
thethrivingareathatitistodayanditwouldbefoolishnotto
promoteitscontinuedgrowth Therobustdowntownaddstwo
percentinvaluetoeverypropertyinSouthingtonandintotal
addssubstantiallytothetaxbase Notcaredfor thebusiness
sectioncouldbelostin10years Hefeelsthatsomeonefrom
theParkingAuthorityshouldpetitiontheTownCouncilatevery
meeting thatthereshouldbesomethinginthenewspaperona
regularbasis thatthepublicshouldbeawareoftheneedfor
moreparkinginordertomaintainandgrowthebusinesscommunity
inthedowntownarea Henotesthataviablebusinesscenteris
justasimportanttothecommunityasagoodschooloragood
recreationdepartment

ChairmanSoluryofferedthathedidspeakwiththeDeputy
TownManager MarkSciotaaboutthelotbehindtheTownHall He
informedthechairthatthatspaceisnotanoption Itispart
ofthelongtermplantorenovatetheTownHallandthetownis
notwillingtoconsideratemporaryuse Mr Florianwondered
abouttheprudenceofacceptingthisedictwithoutfurther
discussion Commissionerspresentandvoting feltthatthis
needstobediscussedatafuturemeetingandthattheParking
Authoritymustbeunifiedregardinggoalsandacourseofaction
Mr FloriannotesthattheParkingAuthoritysbudgethasbeen
cutagain theparkingstudyrefused thetownownslandandit
wontevenstepuptotheplate hewonderswhatexactlyisthe
functionofthiscommission

ChairmanSoluryfeelsthatthisisanewboardandithas
takenonalotofinitiativesrightnowandexpansionofdowntown
parkingisontheplatebuttheboardneedstoprioritize
Safetyissuesareparamount thelotsarebeingpreparedfor
springandhehasbeentalkingwithtownofficialstogettheir
feelingsonexpandingparkingandother issuessothatthispanel




