
TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON

PARKING AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 4 2008

The regular meeting of the Parking Authority of the town of

Southington was held on December 4 2008 in the Council

Chambers of the Southington Town Hall 75 Main Street

Southington CT The meeting was called to order by
Chairperson Rebecca Davis at 434PM

Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of allegiance to the American Flag was

recited by everyone in attendance

Roll Call

Present at roll call Mr Salmeri Ms Zommer Ms

Davis and Ms Babkirk

A quorum is determined

Rebecca Davis assuming the Chair

Mr Salmeri made a motion to approve the minutes of

the November 6 2008 meeting and the Public Hearing of

November 20 2008 Ms Zommer seconded the motion and it

passed on a voice vote

Police Communications

None

Public Communications

None Ms Babkirk asked if it was not routine to

have public input from the floor Ms Davis explained that

it was not usual unless there was an issue on the agenda
that prompted the attention of citizens

Commissioners Communications

Ms Davis reported that she had submitted a legal
notice to the newspaper announcing the additional two hour

parking in the Fleet Lot The newspaper has not provided
an affidavit of public notice yet It is important to

officially document that exact date since new regulations
cannot be enforced until 20 days from public notice

The chair also notified Chief Daley by letter that

the Parking Authority had voted to increase parking fines

from 10 to 25 He will present this to the Police

Commission If it is approved there it will be presented
at the Town Council



Submission of Bills and Payments
Ms Zommer made a motion to pay the stenographer 106

Mr Salmeri seconded her motion and it passed on a voice

vote

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Buffet

The proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year was

reviewed and explained indepth for the benefit of the new

commissioner Proposed budget stands at 26050 The

Chair asked for commissioners thoughts on the budget
Ms Davis feels that this budget will probably not be

increased

Mr Salmeri spoke about the varied responsibilities of

this commission to oversee and maintain the municipal
parking lots Although he admits that economic times

warrant restraint there are some expansion projects in the

works and he does not feel that this funding will suffice

as responsibilities are increased Mr Salmeri discussed

the need for a parking study even though the Council does

not acknowledge the value of it He feels very strongly
that an updated parking study is necessary to properly
assess longterm parking needs and make appropriate plans
for future downtown development

Ms Davis explained to Ms Babkirk that there were

some great ideas gleaned from the round table meeting that

was held recently with department heads and other

commissions surrounding the parking study issue Previous

minutes reflect them

Mr Salmeri also said that any action considered

absolutely must be enforceable to be worthwhile

Enforcement is expensive and should the police department
find that it is unable to handle the volume of infraction

in the parking lots the Parking Authority may at some

point need to consider hiring an enforcement officer This

expense is not addressed in this proposed budget
Ms Zommer offered that she foresees pay for parking

downtown as the lots become stretched to their limit to

provide spaces in order to subsidize the expense of

maintaining and expanding municipal lots for the fair and

equitable use of all

Mr Salmeri recalled that this commission has

discussed in the past a cost for waivers plan in order to

fund the business of the Parking Authority
Ms Babkirk asked about the parking study issue Mr

Salmeri and Ms Davis explained at some length their views



on the necessity for a professional study and the fact that

the expense for this is just not authorized Mr Salmeri

brought up the savings of 25000 on the paving of a

municipal lot which would have funded a parking study if

the parking authority had been allowed to reallocate that

savings This was not allowed He explained that the goal
of this commission is to use its budget funds wisely and to

the best advantage of the Town

Ms Babkirk questioned them about the cost involved

and she was told that a request for 25000 had been made

through the town planner and not approved Mr Salmeri

reminded all that this commission makes decisions for the

good the town and he felt that a professional parking study
would help this commission of volunteers with varied

experience to make sound decisions concerning management
of municipal lots form a viable long term plan and not

ultimately overspend the Towns money Mr Salmeri

explained that decisions are made here every month that

affect many citizens and it is necessary that these

decisions be made on factual information not based on

personal agenda or emotional issues

Miscellaneous

Ms Davis spoke She stated that she has been on this

board for 8 years Chairman for 7 and that she considers

this work her volunteer service to her town The Parking
Authority business has substantially increased in the last

few years with the amazing resurgence of downtown vitality
She said that it has been a pleasure to contribute to this

board and she is proud of their accomplishments However
due to recent developments she sadly resigned her post
She expressed her best wishes for future achievements She

also requested that her resignation letter be attached to

the minutes

Ms Zommer also tendered her written resignation from

the Parking Authority She reassured Ms Babkirk that she

was not a party to this decision She extended best wishes

to all and expressed her pleasure knowing and working with

the group

Mr Salmeri began by congratulating Ms Babkirk on her

appointment He stated that there is a lot of work to be

done here and he was confident that she was up for the

task He also submitted his written resignation and read

it for the group

Ms Babkirk asked what the procedure would be to

appoint new commissioners and all assured her that the

Council an

dor the Town Manager would take care of it quite quickly



Mr Salmeri addressed the group He expressed his

pleasure in working with them and felt that they have had

a great run and accomplished much There is much more to

do He indicated that he was impressed with their ability
to act cleverly and cooperatively for the good of the

citizens of Southington He cited the great respect that

all members had shown for each others views without

exception party affiliation never being a consideration

He acknowledged the arduous work of this board
accomplished in a selfless nonpartisan manner and

expressed his great honor to have served with them

His resignation is herewith tendered

Ms Davis did reassure Ms Babkirk that she would

remain available following her resignation should she be

needed

Adjournment

Mr Salmeri made a motion that the meeting be

adjourned at 510PM seconded by Ms Zommer All were in

favor of adjournment

Rebecca Davis Chairperson
Parking Authority
Town of Southington
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Rebecca Davis

33 Hazelwood Drive

Southington Ct 06489

Town Manager
Town Council Members

75 Main Street

Southington Ct 06489

December 4 2008

RE Parking Authority

Dear Gentlemen

I write this letter with great sadness As of December 5 2008 I resign from the Southington
Parking Authority

My resignation comes on the heels of the events that took place in regards to my commissions

requests for the reappointment ofMr John Myers to the Southington Parking Authority and the method
the majority ofthe Council chose to use not to reappoint him

Ive volunteered for the Town of Southington on the Parking Authority since 2001 and have
been the Chairperson since 2002Ive felt proud to tell people when asked whyIve been on this
commission this long Its because this is the way I give back to my town I wastold when I was

appointed to the Parking Authority this group is going to very busy in the upcoming years and I can

attest wevegrown and tackled a large number of parking projects in the last few years The Parking
Authority is unique in the sense that our only motivation is to maintain and regulate the towns

municipal parking lots for everyones use and needs In all my years the members of the Southington
Parking Authority have always acted responsibly and professionally in their duties serving the town

Weve never been called to task for not being responsible or professional in our actions
The Parking Authority is an appointed board not an elected board In October I realized Mr

Myers who was appointed by the Town Council in July 2005 to replace Ms Cocuzza term was about
to end At this time I emailed the Chairman ofthe Town Council urging Mr Myers continuance with
the Southington Parking Authority The email back concerned me so Iemailed the attached letter to the
Town Councilors attachment 1 with the exception of Councilman DePaola whos email doesnt

appear on the Townswebsite This letter as you know contained vital information as to why I

requested Mr Myers continuance with the Parking Authority I received emails of support back from
two councilors Not only was this my request but also all ofyou know the other commissioners on my
board strongly backed the request of the reappointment of Mr Myers with letters or phone calls As
most ofyou know we evenhad a commissioner offer up their spot on the Southington Parking
Authority to Mr Myers should he not be reappointed Thats how important we all felt the projects he
was working on were to this town This was not for any political or personal reasons but for him to be
able to continue his volunteer work for the Town of Southington on projects in which he was currently
involved and the balance he brought to our commission

On November 24 2008 at the Southington Town Council meeting our requests were denied

My resignation is not due to the Council not reappointing Mr Myers to the Southington Parking
Authority but by the method in which its was done



You the members of the Southington Town Council can spin this anyway you choose I

understand the Parking Authoritys appointments are the Town Managersappointment based on your

suggestions but the following items are facts

1 The four commissioners appointments to the Southington Parking Authority since Ive been

Chairperson happened as follows

a Ms Zommer was appointed by the Town Manager at the suggestion of the

majority of the Town Council See attachment 2

b Mr Myers was nominated and voted on by the Town Council See attachment 3

c Mr Salmeri was appointed by the Town Manager at the suggestion of the

majority of the Town Council See attachment4

d Mrs Zoni wasnominated and voted on by the Town Council See attachment 5

2 At the November 24h meeting the Town Manager indicated it was the wish ofthe majority
ofthe Town Council to appoint Ms Babkirk to the Southington Parking Authority This

was the only appointment the Council handled this way on November 24h The next six

appointments immediately following were motioned and voted on by the Council or tabled

Being mindful it was a Town Managersappointment fueled by the Town Councils

suggestion the Southington Parking Authoritysrequests werentgranted or even

discussed When something appears wrong it usually is wrong Knowing how strongly the

entire Parking Authority felt about this appointment why would the Council decide to give
their majority pick to the Town Manager Could it be since it was a54vote with

Chairman Barry not present at this meeting there would have been a tie and discussion on

this appointment
Perhaps the discussion would lead to an answer to the Parking Authoritys question as to

why the Council wouldntreappoint avolunteer who has proved himself an outstanding
volunteer in many aspects for the Town and avolunteer who wasneeded on our Board
Was the Town Manager fully informed by the Town Council members since he abided by
the majority of the Town Councils suggestion as to the Southington Parking Authoritys
express wishes and reasons for Mr Myers to continue serving the Town on this board

For me to stay on this board would mean I condone the way the Council handled this

appointment As a Chairman I feel the need to lead and speak out on the way this commission has been
treated I wish it were really an appointment but it actually was an action by the majority of the Town

Council to not reappoint The entire commission is left to speculate as to why this happened
This letter needed to be written on the behalf of Mr Myers and hopefully to have you think about the

next time yourefaced with a situation surrounding an appointment and the support the entire

commission gives an individual whos appointment is ending
AsIve stated in the past I appreciate the volunteer work all of you do for our Town I realize

you spend countless hours away from your families to serve this Town This letter is definitely not

meant to be disrespectful but for you to understand the frustration the Parking Authority feels it has

been handed due to the actions on thisnonreappointment
Imsure youllhave no problem filling my seat However its not my intention to leave the

Town high and dry I realize you have ashort calendar due to the Holiday Id be available if called

upon until another member is selected Illalso hand over the limited information I received when I



became Chairperson to the next Chairperson as well as any necessary informationIve obtained since

Ive been Chairperson
In closingId like to request two things The first is the prayer CouncilmanSecondo read at the

November 24 meeting be read by each Councilor at the next several meetings This is an excellent

prayer to remind us all what is appropriate in our actions The second is the most important Councilman

Riccio made an incredible plea to the Council it was to lead this Town The plea was for the entire

Council to treat each other all the Town Boards and the public with respect

Sincerely

Rebecca Davis



Dear Gentlemen

My quest is simple Mr John Myers term on the Southington Parking Authority is up this month Idlike to let each one ofyouknow the reasonsIm requesting you to please consider reappointing Mr Myers to another termIve been on theSouthington Parking Authority since 2001 and have been the Chairperson since 2002 The reappointment of John Myers is
very important in terms of continuity ofa few sensitive projects in motion and his perspectives of the downtown parking needsHis connection to the community and business needs is an important balance to our recent accomplishments and ongoingprojects
Our board is an appointed board by all of the members of the Town Council Were unique to other Boards our sole function ismunicipal parking We regulate and maintain the townsmunicipal parking lots I know youre aware of the growth spurt to ourdowntown Youve ail participated in the success to keeping Southington moving in an upward swing The Southington ParkingAuthoritysmindset is the need of more parking is a positive issue and not negative Sure creating parking is costly but thegoal to bring this town alive is happening Youvebeen successfully lately on additional parking and as a Board member andone of many residents who frequent the downtown thank you
To conclude our board is a board of harmony and volunteers who take their post seriouslyIm not saying anotherappointment to this board would make our projects fold Im saying if its change just for change sake please consider myrequest to reappoint John Myers Please understand as Chairperson I couldntconsciously let this reappointment go bywithout comment

I know youlldo what you think is best for our town Keep up all your fabulous volunteer work you do for our Town its muchappreciated

Respectfully
Rebecca Davis Chairperson
Southington Parking Authority

ffhm e rf
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THE CHAIR It is tabled to the next time Tabled 5 to 4

4 Parking Authority 1 member to November 2009

MR WEICHSEL Madam Chairman the majority has suggested the name

well known in Southington of Linda Zommer I suppose we always think

of her when the garbage gets picked up Lovely lady I appoint Linda

Zommer to the Board

THE CHAIR Very good thank you

5 MidConnecticut Workforce Board

MR RICIO Move to table We have someone to consider for the next

meeting

THE CHAIR We do have someone Do you all have someone that

you want to no Very good

All those in favor to table

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote

STENOGRAPHER Who seconded

ATTORNEY SCIOTA Ed seconded

THE CHAIR Ed seconded

MRPOCOCK I seconded it

6 Commission on Disability 1 member to April 2005

MR BARRY We do have a name

THE CHAIR Yes so do we

VARIOUS Oh

MR BARRY I guess her name is not going to get through

MR DANGELO Well Id like to put it in anyway

THE CHAIR Well you never know maybe its the same name Go ahead

MR DANGELO Linda Faro Johnson Shes a worker for DMR already and

she has been very active in Town and especially with handic ped and

I think s wo o wo r u jo tScommit

httpinformationsouthingtonorgMeetingsMinutesnsfa1U76C6023691039B4E85256F4 1292007
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Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote

B Appointment 1 member Capital Workforce Partners

business community 2 yr term to 707

THE CHAIR I have approached a member of the business community and
they said they needed more time to think on it

MR BARRY Make a motion to table

MR DELLA VECCHIA Second

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote

C Appointment to 1 member of the Parking Authority

MRRICCIO Madam ChairIdlike to present the name of John Myers

MR BARRY Illsecond that

THE CHAIR Okay very good John is known as the Executive Director
of the Southington YMCA and a hard worker and Im sure hell do a

great job

MRRICCIO I just wanted to say that

ATTORNEY SCIOTA Do we know what address he has

THE CHAIR Yes Slopers He lives at Slopers

VARIIOUS East Street

Everyone speaking at once

THE CHAIR He lives in a tent

ATTORNEY SCIOTA Its 1000 East Street Okay

THE CHAIR Oh my goodness Thats on air Sorry John

MRRICCIO I just wanted to say that we went to a lot of trouble to
find somebody Mary Cocuzza who John is replacing had a business
downtown Unfortunately she teaches school on the night of the
Parking Authority meetings and thatswhy she couldntattend

But we wanted to get somebody else that has or is active in the
downtown Either works there or has a business there so they
understand the comings and goings of the parking situation down

httpinformationsouthingtonorgmeetingsminutesnsfalUE2C9825A41DEF6408525703 1162007
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there

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote

X Miscellaneous

No response

XI Adjournment Executive Session Personnel matter

THE CHAIRIll entertain a motion to adjourn into executive session

MR POCOCK Motion to adjourn

THE CHAIR inviting the Town Manager

ATTORNEY SCIOTA Contractual matters too

THE CHAIR in contractual matters so the Town Attorney will be

here and any other contractual people

MR WEICHSEL And Metcalf Eddy

THE CHAIR Metcalf and Eddy

ATTORNEY SCIOTA And Tonys here too

THE CHAIR Thank you everybody

MR RICCIO Second

Whereupon the meeting adjourned to executive session at 850

oclock pm

Attest

Leslie Cotton CMCAAE
Town Clerk

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON

httpinformadonsouthingtonorgmeetingsminutesnsfalUE2C9825A41DEF6408525703 1162007
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THE CHAIR John youre looking for 500 right

MR WEICHSEL Yes

THE CHAIR Okay Next item

I Appointment Parking Authority 1 member 5 yr term Sinclair

THE CHAIR I believe thatsyour call

MRWEICHSEL Yes The name of Joseph Salmari of Hazelwood Drive has

been submitted under the nature of our CouncilManager plan I must

appoint him and I certainly accept the suggestion of the majority of

the Council

THE CHAIR Good luck Joe Congratulations

The next item

J Day Care Resolution Attachment 2

THE CHAIR This is a standard resolution which is a daycare

MRWEICHSEL Thatscorrect Weve been doing that for over 20 years
down at Derynoski I think we are all pretty familiar with the

Margaret Griffin Daycare Center

It has a resolution that would be a similar resolution like I say
for over 20 years authorizing me to enter into contracts for grants
from the State of Connecticut There is no out of pocket costs to the

Town Our use of the building basically is our

THE CHAIR So its staying the same as it has been

MR WEICHSEL Yes thatscorrect Thatscorrect

THE CHAIR All right Any questions of the Town Manager

MR PALMIERI One other question for the Town Manager Sorry Just to

go back with what we were talking with the Town Hall if were going
to wait the two weeks youre going to kind of hold off the report
could you also maybe contact the Water Department with their new

facility and see if they have any availability of space that possibly
could be used by Town Offices

MRWEICHSEL Yes

MR PALMIERI Thank you

httginformationsouthingtonorgMeetingsMinutesnsfla1U99AAA59371F74D67852570 1162007



Town Council Meeting S S
November 26 2007

4 Sousing Authority 1 member 5year term

MR PALMIERI Mr Chairman it is my pleasure to nominate

David Della Vecchia for the position on the Housing Authority
He has done an outstanding job serving on the Library Board of

Directors andIm sure hell do an equally outstanding job on the

Housing Authority

MR ZONI Second

THE CHAIR Any other nominations

No response

Wellclose the nominations and the name before us is Mr

David Della Vecchia to be a member of the Housing Authority

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote

THE CHAIR Congratulations Mr Della Vecchia Thank you

also for serving onthe Library Board previously And good luck

in your new position

5 Library Directors 3 members 4year term

MR PALMIERI Mr Chairman it is my pleasure to nominate

two new members David Monti and Marion Manware as well as an

existing member Heidi Sittner

MRP000CK Second

THE CHAIR Any other discussion Any other nominations

No response

Close nominations

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote

THE CHAIR Congratulations to the three members of our

Library Board Thank you for serving

6 Parking Authority 1 member 5 year term

MR SECONDO Mr Chairman just excuse me for 30 seconds

I want to direct this to the Town Manager

On the constables John these people some of them have

been constables for four years longer and they have no form of

identification I want to make sure they get ID cards this year

Okay



Town Council Meeting
November 26 2007

MRwEICHSEL All right If you happen to be talking to
them have them come in and wellgive them an identification
card

MR SECONDO Well I would like to see if you cant
send a letter to them please

MRWEICHSEL We11 send a memo to them to come in and get
an identification card

MRSECONDO Okay thank you

56

Mr Chairman I would like for the Parking Authority to
recommend this person to this very important panel especially now
in the Towns rapid growth major decisions The name of Susan
Zoni

MR DANGELO Second

THE CHAIR Any other names nominations

No response

All rightIllclose nominations All of those in favor
of the name before us please say aye

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote

THE CHAIR Very good Congratulations Ms Zoni Thank
you for serving on our very important Parking Authority

MR SECONDO ThatsDaves daughter

Chuckles

MRRICCIO Any other Zonis

7 Police Commissioners 1 member 4 year term

THE CHAIR Do I have a name

MRRICCIO Dave Zoni

Chuckles

MR DANGELO Mr Chairman it gives me great pleasure and
honor to nominate James Verderame

MR CARMODY Second



PRAYER READ AT 112408 COUNCIL MEETING

Our father help us this night to do the right thing in all of the issues that we consider Help us

to not be persuaded by popular opinion or political ambition but rather to see this office we

hold as a gift from you Help us walk upright in this calling

Amen
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Dear Mr Weichsel

I respectfully resign my position on the Southington Parkin
effective immediately

Thank you for the opportunity to serve

Respectfully

Susan J Zoni

cc Atty Mark Sciota

Susan Zoni

Priority Graphics LLC

Highland Industrial Center
1489 Highland Ave 4A
Cheshire CT 06410
8606210166 ext 2 phone
2034399129 ext 2 phone

Authority
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12042008

From Joseph P Salmeri Vice Chairman

Commissioner Southington Parking Authority
31 Hazelwood Drive

Southington Ct 06489

To The Southington Town Council Members
CoMr John Weichel Town Manager
Southington Town Hall

Southington Ct 06489

RE LETTER OF RESIGNATION

Dear Mr Weichel

As of12052008 at 0001 hours I resign as vice chairman and commissioner for the

Southington Parking Authority Please consider this letter my official correspondence for
the record and pass on the information to all concerned I would respectfully request that
this letter be read into the minutes in its entirety at the next public meeting ofthe

Southington Town Council

As a commissioner for our Towns Parking Authority I am humbled by the finework of

my fellow commissioners and by ourBoardsabilities to act collaboratively
cooperatively and with the utmost respect for each othersviews regardless ofparty
affiliation Without exception the arduous work completed by the members ofthis
Board have been done in anonpartisan selfless manner for the betterment ofall those
who utilize the municipal parking areas under our charge It has been an honor to serve

with each ofour Commissioners and serve our Town

I have concluded however that the time has come for me to move on and allow room for
someone else to accept the responsibility of Commissioner ofthe Parking Authority
Recent events actions and decisions made by some members ofthe Council have helped
me to come to this conclusion The lack ofcommunication and respect for our Board has
accelerated my conclusion

I want to thank each member ofthe current council for the opportunity of allowing me to

serve and those members of the council who continue to serve our Town with integrity
and selflessness putting the needs ofthe citizens before self serving interests

Respectfully submi d

Joseph P Salmeri
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John Barry Chairman

Southington Town Council
TownHall

Southington CT 06489

December42008

Dear John

I found it very disheartening when a fellow member ofthe Parking Authority was

replaced last week when his term expired This commission does not have term limits

Ive known commissioners on other boards in town who have served for many years if

they were doing a good job and were willing to serve However that is not the case with

John Myers He expressed that he wanted to continue in the same role The other

members ofthe pazking authority and myselfdid appeal to the town council members to

reappoint John but the council majority voted for some unknown reason not to do so

As Mr Myers is a registered independent and this is not a political decision why has he

been replaced Is this an indication that he was not performing well on the board Are

there term limits that I am unaware of Perhaps there is just aserious lack of
communication between the council and pazking authority John is avery active
respected volunteer and aprofessional in our town and serves in many capacities We are

all volunteers on this commission and none ofus have any personal agendas other than a

desire to better the town parking areas for all residents use All volunteers in town

government or whatever capacity should be treated with more respect

Please understand I am sure the new candidate is qualified as well and there are several

other citizens that can do agood job I simply do not understand the reasoning behind a

commissionersexpulsion from aboard without term limits

In light ofthese circumstances please accept my resignation from the Parking Authority
I am proud ofthe work that has been done and the accomplishments made by the parking
authority in the past several years in which Ihad asmall part I have great respect for our

chairwoman Rebecca Davis and all the members ofthe commission past and present
that I have served with

Respectfully yours

Linda Zo er

105 D am ace

Southingto CT 06489

Cc Council Members

Parking Authority Commissioners


