TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON
ENERGY COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting
March 16, 2009

The regular meeting of the Energy Committee of the Town of Southington was held on
March 16, 2009 in the Town Council Chambers at the Town Hall, 75 Main Street,
Southington, CT. The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM by Councilman David
Zoni, Chairperson.

I.

Roll Call

Sharon Vocke, Jerry Belanger, Dennis Vachon, Councilman Nicholas DePaola,
and Councilman David Zoni, Chairman. A quorum is determined.

Councilman David Zoni, assuming the chair:

I1.

I11.

Approval of Minutes for February 18, 2009

A motion was made by Mr. Belanger to approve the February 18, 2009 minutes,
and seconded by Mr. Vachon. The motion was approved on a voice vote.

Energy Committee Communications

Mr. Vachon provided a copy to each committee member of the information
packet he obtained from the CL&P and Yankee Gas Large Commercial,
Industrial & Municipal Customer Meeting he attended in Farmington, February
10, 2009. The packet included the slide presentation from the meeting, and
vendor handouts.

Police and Fire Representatives (Guest Speakers)

The committee invited Buddy Clark, Southington’s Fire Chief, and Sgt. Lowell
Depalma from the Southington Police Department, to speak with the committee
regarding safety concerns resulting from reduced lighting and other energy
initiatives.

Buddy stated that in the view of the fire department, good lighting in municipal
buildings, or any building, is important for security. The fire service needs at
least some lighting at doorways, staircases and hallways ... a total blackout in
those areas would not be wise. But, we do know how to operate a light switch, so
minimal lighting is sufficient for our purposes. Lighting does deter some criminal
activity though, especially pertaining to arson.

The fire department buildings have been involved in energy savings/conservation
activities. One employee has offered to take courses in this area in order to



expand the conservation effort. We’re looking at small projects in the buildings
in order to save energy, and we’re making progress.

A question was asked by committee members in regards to the lights that
illuminate some of the fire department buildings/parking lots. Some of those
lights are attached to CL&P light poles and the committee questions if those lights
are part of the CL&P lighting program. It is Buddy’s understanding that the lights
are part of the program ... no additional cost is incurred to keep those lights
illuminated.

Sgt. Depalma explained that his main focus is crime prevention, and good lighting
is the #1 crime prevention tool. He provided a white paper developed by the
American Crime Prevention Institute entitled “Lighting and Lighting Systems”.
He explained this was an excellent document that goes into great detail regarding
how to use lighting systems to deter crime. He pointed out that the very first
paragraph sums up pretty much anything he could tell us regarding this topic:

“Lighting has been used as a means for preventing crime since the dawn
of time. Properly applied lighting promotes the positive use of space,
reduces fear (real or perceived) and increases natural surveillance. Its
value lies in its intrinsic ability to deny camouflage. It denies the would-
be assailant the ability to hide from his potential victim and permits his
detection by passerby or by patrolling police. Additionally, potential
criminals working in well-lit areas perceive that detection is imminent —
or at a minimum possible — and so may chose to avoid the circumstance
altogether.”

Sgt. Depalma went on to explain that when looking at a building’s lighting
systems, or when looking at how lights are used in a building, it’s always best to
first ask a simple question, “Why are you lighting your building the way you
are?” Often the perception is that a particular light is needed for safety reasons,
however you find that when you ask this question, many lights really don’t need
to be left on. We can help the building owner/operator determine that.

Sgt. Depalma explained the definition of and differences between “interior”,
“exterior” and “perimeter” lighting. Interior lighting is any lighting inside a
building. Exterior lighting is lighting that illuminates the immediate outside area
of a building. Perimeter lighting illuminates areas beyond the exterior of the
building. Each area has different lighting needs in order to work as crime
deterrents.

Lighting a building’s perimeter is not as effective as lighting its exterior. The
ideal type of exterior lighting is when the fixture is placed on a pole away from
the building shining towards the building, rather than a fixture attached to the
building that shines away from the building. The idea is to prevent areas where a
perpetrator can remain hidden.



IVv.

The committee asked about technology that could be used to assist with both
energy conservation and safety. Sgt. Depalma commented that lights with
photo/motion sensors are good. Areas are then illuminated when they need to be.
Councilman Depaola asked if there was a way to combine technologies like
photo/motion sensors and cameras. Sgt. Depalma explained that those can work,
however a lot depends on the type of lighting in the area and the types of cameras
that are used. Often, the return on investment for these systems is questionable,
and you really don’t need to spend a lot of money to have both safety and energy
efficiency. Just looking at the building and providing common sense options can
be equally effective.

Councilman Zoni commented that “going black”, while very energy efficient, is
obviously not prudent since it would cause safety and other issues. That’s not the
goal of this committee — we are looking to use “optimal” standards for lighting
where possible. Sgt. Depalma agreed ... we never want to “go black” on a town
building.

Councilman Depaola added that liability could also be an issue when trying to
reduce lighting. For instance, swimming pools probably have more lighting
requirements than a building. Insurance companies and town laws may have
differing views on when, and how much, lighting should be provided for a town
pool. The height of fencing around a pool and how/when it is locked, would also
determine the lighting needs.

Committee members asked Sgt. Depalma if the high energy use issue with the
new police building has been resolved. Apparently when the building went online
it was using more energy than planned. The new building is much larger than the
Holcomb building, which accounts for some of the increased energy use. In
addition, the HVAC/control systems needed some adjustment. The building is
now working as designed.

The committee members thanked Fire Chief Clark and Sergeant Depalma for
speaking with the committee.

Issues for Discussion and Review

a) Update on the 20% by 2010 Campaign

Patrice Gillespie of the Sierra Club has agreed to speak with the committee at our
April meeting. Mr. Belanger will be participating in a webinar sponsored by the
CT Clean Energy Fund. The webinar is a requirement for town representatives to

attend before the town can accept grant money that is available to promote the
20% by 2010 campaign.

b) Public Building and Facilities Energy Conservation



Mr. Tranquillo continues to work on these issues. Since he is was not present at
this meeting the committee will get an update during the April meeting.

¢) EPA Energy Challenge Program

Ms. Vocke stated the need for more information on our buildings including a
history of energy usage at each building as well as energy costs. This information
is critical in order to apply to the program. Councilman Zoni stated that town
employees will provide that information to us for town buildings, but right now
they are pretty busy with the budget. School buildings should be a little easier
since they’ve been going through energy audits as part of their conservation
efforts. He will keep on it. Councilman Depaola commented that we couldn’t
forget the “human factor” in whatever studies we conduct or energy conservation
plans we implement. The plans are only as good as the people implementing and
using them.

d) KVAR/Capacitance Devices
Mr. Tranquillo is still looking into this.

e) Rescue-A-Buck Energy Suggestions
No new suggestions have been submitted that pertain to energy savings.

Public Communications

Arthur Cyr, 103 Berlin Avenue. Mr. Cyr wanted to update the committee on a
few issues that were being discussed.

KVAR capacitance devices do work, but only for older equipment/motors.
Newer equipment/motors (produced in the last 10 years or so) are already highly
energy efficient, so these KVAR devices will not help with these newer motors.

At the last Town Council meeting, the Plantsville/South End Building Committee
updated the Council on the progress of the building projects. He wanted to ask
that committee whether or not lighting in the hallways of the new buildings would
be on separate switches. Unlike the other schools, he hopes the hallway lights can
be turned on/off independent of other areas/rooms within the building. Mr.
Belanger stated that he is a member of that building committee and he will ask
that question at the next meeting.

Regarding swimming pools, it is his understanding that if you have at least a 6-
foot high fence with a locked gate, then you do not have to keep a pool
illuminated when not in use. However, nothing is guaranteed — just because you
are following code doesn’t mean you won’t be sued anyway.

Hatton School is routinely lit up like a Christmas tree at night. The exterior lights
are so bright that the neighbor’s houses around the school are lit up as well — these
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lights obviously do not have cut-offs/shields. Councilman Zoni stated he would
contact Fred Cox regarding this issue.

Regarding the “50% Street Lighting Standard”, he explained that this means
roughly every other street light is turned off. Obviously, street light spacing
affects which lights are turned off, and hills and curves have different lighting
needs than straight runs. This is basically what our town is doing already. We
can’t turn off many more lights without affecting safety.

The committee thanked Art for his input.
Miscellaneous Business

Related to the issue Mr. Cyr raised regarding the new school construction,
committee members discussed what kinds of energy conservation steps were
being included in the construction. Mr. Belanger explained that the architects
developed the pre-referendum specifications for the buildings before LEED Silver
requirements for new construction were in place. Once the referendum was
approved, trying to make the buildings adhere to LEED certification would have
added to the construction costs. Regardless, the buildings are being built with
energy efficiency in mind. Heating systems are gas powered and 90% efficient;
lighting systems are energy efficient; buildings are being wired to more easily
accept solar panels in the future. Councilman Zoni commented that our bonding
for the building projects does not prevent us from using grant money to pursue
additional energy efficiency projects for the buildings. Mr. Belanger responded
that a separate building committee might have to take on those kinds of additional
projects, since that is beyond the scope of the building committee currently in
place.

Adjournment

Mr. Belanger made a motion to adjourn at 8:25 PM, seconded by Mr. Vachon. All
were in favor of adjournment.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jerry Belanger
Committee Member
Energy Committee
Town of Southington




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


