
TOWNOFSOUTHINGTON
SAFETYCOMMITTEE

QuarterlyMeeting
Wednesday April13 2011

Corrected Minutes

ThequarterlymeetingoftheTownofSouthingtonSafetyCommitteewasheldonWednesday
April13 2011 intheTownCouncilChambers TownHall Southington Connecticut

Memberspresent GarryBrumback FireChiefHaroldClark JohnDeGioia DaveLapreay
RichardLopatosky DomenicPerone MarkSciota Capt GregorySimone CindyWalland
StevenWlodkowski Others JohnKaufmann CIRMA
Membersabsent MarkBeal PoliceChiefJackDaly JamesPaul

I RollCall ChairmanGarryBrumbackcalledthemeetingtoorderat130pm Quorumwas
confirmed ThisbeingtheTownManager sfirstmeeting heturnedthemeetingover tothe
ViceChairman RichardLopatosky

II MinutesofLastMeeting ChiefClarkmadeamotiontoaccepttheminutesofthe
January19 2011meeting secondedbyMarkSciota Motioncarried unanimously

IIIOldBusiness None

IVReviewofAccidentsandCorrectiveAction
Injuryreportsnumbered 1101through 1120werereviewed

1101 Capt Simonesaidapoliceofficerhasproblemswithsciaticnerve Sittingincruiser
withgunbeltexacerbatestheproblem Nolosttimefromwork Heisseeinghisown
doctor Somediscussionfollowed regardingergonomics adjustingtheseatsothat
yourbackisupagainstthelumbarportionoftheseat JohnKaufmannsaidhecould
lookatitandgivesomesuggestions Cindy Walladdedthatalumbarsupportpillow
worksforher

1102 Corrected ChiefClarkreportedafirefighterwasstruckbehindhisearwhenthe
deckgunretractedwhileperforming apparatuscheckonanengine The firefighter
neededtobeseenattheEmergencyRoomandthere waslosttime Wenowhavea
neworderthatfirefightersmust wearhelmetswhenupinthetruck

1103 Police sameperson sameinjury Sprainedgroinwhenexitingvehicle Didlose
1106 time Officerreturnedtoworkbut thenhadsameproblembecauseofthegunbelt

Hewasjustclearedtoreturntoworktoday HasbeenoutsinceJanuary15

JohnKaufmannsaidthetownisnotaloneinthesetypesofinstances Manytimesit
ishowtheygetoutofthevehicle itisatrainingandawarenessissue acommon
situation Hesaidstrainsandsprainsisamajorissueinworkers comp Wecantalk
abouttrainingorindividual issues Atrainingsessionatdifferent timescouldbe
scheduledsothatemployeesandsupervisorscouldattendatconvenienttimes
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1104 RichardLopatoskyreportedthatanengineeringemployeetrippedintheoffice
Therewasnolost time Theemployeewastoldtobecarefulwherehewalks Itwas
notedthattheEngineeringDepartmentissocrowdedthatitisunsafe Hopefully
whenthedepartmentmovestoNorthCenterSchool thesafetyissuewill betaken
careof

1105 Threeincidents Firefightersslippedonblackiceinheadquartersparkinglot Chief
1109 Clarkexplainedtheproblemarea Theytrytokeeptheareacleanbypretreating
1112 withsaltasbesttheycan Itisalargeareaoftheparkinglot

1107 SteveWlodkowskisaidtheemployeewasjoltedduringsnow stormoperations
Sometimesyouhita spotandtheloader jerks Therewasnolosttimeforthis
shouldersprain

1108 RichardLopatoskyreportedthatatownhallemployeeslippedoniceintheemployee
parkinglot hurting lowerleg Nolossoftime

1110 Policealsohadaslipandfallintheparking lotduetoblackice Theareahadnot
beensanded becausecarswere parkedtherewhenthesandercamethrough Officer
losttwodaysofworkduetohurtinghisback

1111 TownHallemployeeslippedandfelloniceonherwayintowork Itwasearly
morning soitmightbeatimingissueastheParksDepartmentdoesclearandsand
thewalkwaysintoTownHallpriortoemployeescomingtowork Inresponsetoa
question MarkSciotaclarifiedthateventhoughitisbeforetheemployeesactual
starttime iftheyarecomingintotheTownHalltowork itwouldbeconsidered
workerscomp

1113 Capt Simonereportedthatanofficerwasinjuredwhiledoinga motorvehiclestop
Avehiclepassingtheofficercaught thebackofhisdutybeltintherearviewmirror
Theofficerwasout30days Itcouldhavebeena lotworse MarkSciotaisin
conversationwith RalphArcheratCIRMAregardingsubrogationoftheclaim

1114 Policeofficer doingaprivate dutyjobdirectingtrafficturnedandfeltapopinhis
knee Theofficerisseekinghisownmedicalattention Noadditionalinformation
sinceMarch25 Nolosttime

1115 JohnDeGioiareportedthatan employeeslippedoniceattheplant hurtinghisback
Nolosttimefromworkexceptforsomedoctorappointments totake careofit

1116 Policeofficer respondingtoaburglarycomplaintbumpedhisheadonalowdoor
framewhilecheckingthebasement Nolosttime

1117 Sameincident Officerswerearrestingamalesuspectandreceivedinjurieswhile
1118 tryingtorestrain him Neitherofficerlostanytime

1119 Policeofficersweremakingan arrestandthesuspectbrokeloose Officertripped
andfellwhileinfullpursuit injuringhisleftarmandknee
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1120 SteveWlodkowskisaidthemechanicwasstandingontruckstepswhileworkingin
thecabandpulledhiscalf muscle Hehasbeenoutaweekandahalfandisnow
goingtophysicaltherapy Reval isscheduled forFriday Stevesaidhecouldnot
accommodatelightduty forhimbecausehehastobeoncrutches

V NewBusiness
GarryBrumbacksaidthatsafetyisveryimportantandbelievesthateverydepartmentshould
lookforissuesandtrends sothattheycanbereviewedforsolutions Weallneedtocontinue
tomakepeopleawareofbeingsafe Reinforcingsafetyisafundamental jobofsupervisors
atanylevel particularlypeoplewhoworkwithheavyequipment thattheyhavetheright
gear etc Garrywouldliketoknowifthereissomethingresourcewise thatheperhapscan
helpwith

Ifyouseesomethingthatisatrainingissue suchasthecruiserseatsanddutybelts Garry
willdohisbesttogetthetrainingweneed

ChiefClarkstatedthatJohnKaufmanndidcomeoutanddidaprogramonriskanalysis He
isnowworkingonanothersessiononWorkplaceViolenceandHarassment inthe
Workplace Heneeds12to15peopletoattend Itwillbeinthenearfuture Lethimknow
ifyouhaveanyoneinterested inattending

JohnKaufmannsaidifanyonehasasubjectyouareinterested intolethimknowbeforethe
nextmeetingandhecanputsomethingtogetherforthemeeting

VIMiscellaneous None

VII Adjournment
Therebeingnofurtherbusiness motionwasmadebyMarkSciota secondedbyJohn
DeGioiatoadjournthemeetingat155pm Motioncarriedunanimously

Respectfullysubmitted

PatriciaBerardinelli
RecordingSecretary


