
TOWNOFSOUTHINGTON
SAFETYCOMMITTEE

QuarterlyMeeting
Wednesday January13 2010

Minutes

ThequarterlymeetingoftheTownofSouthington SafetyCommitteewasheldonWednesday
January13 2010 intheTownCouncilChambers TownHall Southington Connecticut

I RollCall ChairmanJohnWeichselcalledthemeetingtoorderat135pm

Memberspresent JohnWeichsel MarkBeal FireChiefHaroldClark JohnDeGioia Dave
Lapreay RichardLopatosky JamesPaul MarkSciota andStevenWlodkowski
Membersabsent PoliceChiefJackDaly DomenicPeroneandCapt GregorySimone

II MinutesofLastMeeting RichardLopatoskymadea motiontoaccepttheminutesofthe
October14 2009meeting secondedbyChiefClark Carriedunanimously

III OldBusiness None

IV ReviewofAccidentsandCorrectiveAction Injuryreports numbered55through68were
reviewed

55 56 57wereallfromthesameincident Threepoliceofficerswerefirstonthescene
ofafire Awomanrefusedtoleavethehousewithoutherpetrabbit Officersremovedher
from thehomeandwentbacktoretrievetherabbit sufferingsmokeinhalationinsodoing
ChiefClarksaidthiswasdiscussedatthetimeoftheincident Itwasnotgoodjudgmentto
gobackintoaburninghousewithoutprotective equipment especiallyforananimal He
willtalktoChiefDalyaboutitattherequestoftheTownManager
58 Anofficerwasworkingprivateduty Injuredwhilemovingabarricade Itwasan

unusual circumstance notmuchtobedone Asfarastheproblembeingcausedbythe
contractorsequipment MarkSciotasaidthatCIRMAhastherighttosubrogationifthey
desire
59 FireonI84 StatePolicewantedthetrunkopened Firemanwasholdingaspotlight

andhishandwasstruckwiththebuttofanaxe Nolosttime Needtobecarefulwhere
your handsareinasituationlikethis
60 Policeofficer wasstungbyabeeandhadanallergicreaction Theofficercarrieshis

ownepipentoprotecthimself
61 DaveLapreaysaidthecrewwasgettingridofdebris Employeeattemptedtomove

equipment ontopofthetruckpriortodumpingandfelloffthetruckinjuringhisgroinand
back Nothingmajor

MarkSciotasaidthatCIRMAishavingsessionsonmountinganddismounting vehicles
whichwouldprobablybegoodforHighway SewerandParksemployeestoattend Thisis
abigissue MarktoldCIRMAthatitwouldbedifficulttohaveanentiredepartmentattend
asession inanotherlocationandwastoldthatthesession couldbe heldonsitepossiblyat
theHighway Department ChiefClarksaidhewouldalsobeinterested inhavingFire
Departmentemployeesattend anditcouldbeheldatthefirestation Mr Weichselthought



itwouldbeimportanttohavepeopleattendsinceitiswinterandthereareslippery
conditions MarkSciotawillmakearrangementstohave anonsitesession

62 Apoliceofficerwasinjuredwhilebreakingdownadoor Thissometimeshappens
Therewasnotimelost
63 DaveLapreaysaidtheemployeestatedapieceofequipmentandthecordslipped

back tweakinghisfinger Hewasoutaday
64 Mr Weichselsaidthiswasthefirsttimehehadheardofahearinglossfromworking

overtheyears especiallythepolicedepartment Hebelieveditismorethanthiscommittee
cangetinvolvedin CIRMAisveryinterested inthiscase WewillletCIRMAleadthe
wayonthisone
65 AMRwascalledtoassistadetectivewhoapparentlysufferedareoccurrenceofan

old injury Mr Weichsel questionedwhethertheemployeewouldbe abletoworkinthe
normal sensesincethereportindicatedseriouspain MarkBealsaidtheofficerhashad
backpainforalongtime Somethinghappenedtotriggerthepain again Mr Weichsel
askedhimtocheckwiththeChieforCaptainformoreinformation isthisunusualorwill it
be occurringeverymonth Wewouldneedtoconsider that
66 ChiefClarksaidthatafirecaptainwascutonasharpedgeofanicerescuesled

during atrainingexercise Correctiveactionhasalreadybeen taken Itwasminor
67 ChiefClarksaidthevictimgothishandstuckinasnowblower Neededahydraulic

pump toextricatethehand Whilecarryingtheequipment about70lbs thefirefighter
strainedhisback Nolosttime however forequipmentthatheavyasecondpersonshould
havehelped
68 Avolunteer firefighterrespondedtoacallandslippedonblackicewhenexitinghis

vehicle bumpinghisheadontherunningboardofhisowntruck Hewastransferredto
Bradley MemorialHospital treated andreleased Nolosttime Mr Weichselsuggested
invitingthevolunteerstoattendtheCIRMAworkshop ChiefClarkwillinvitethembutif
too manyresponditwouldhave tobeheldatadifferentlocation

V NewBusiness
A AppointmentofNewMember JimGurahasretired CindyWalloftheLibraryisthe

newpresidentofthatunion ShewillbeaskedtoserveasJimsreplacementorappointa
representative RichardEgidiohasalsoretiredbut hisopeningwasputonhold Dave
LapreayisalreadyonthecommitteeandisActingSuperintendentrightnow

VI Miscellaneous
SteveWlodkowskisaidthathehasacoupleofpeopleinhisdepartmentwhohave been
diagnosedwith tinnitus Heaskediftheyshouldsubmitaclaimforhearingloss Mr
WeichselsaidthatintheHighwayDepartment useoftheVacallsandotherloudequipment
maycausehearingproblems Ifithappenedatwork itshouldbereported

VIIAdjournment Therebeingnofurtherbusiness amotionwasmadebySteveWlodkowski
toadjournthemeeting secondedbyJohnDeGioia Motioncarriedunanimously Meeting
adjournedat152pm

Respectfullysubmitted

PatriciaBerardinelli
ActingSecretary


