
TOWNOFSOUTHINGTON
SAFETYCOMMITTEE

QuarterlyMeeting
Wednesday April14 2010

Minutes

ThequarterlymeetingoftheTownofSouthington SafetyCommitteewasheldonWednesday
April14 2010 intheTownCouncilChambers TownHall Southington Connecticut

Memberspresent JohnWeichsel FireChiefHaroldClark JohnDeGioia DaveLapreay
RichardLopatosky JamesPaul MarkSciota MichaelShanley Police CindyWall and
StevenWlodkowski
Otherspresent JohnKauffman CIRMASr RiskManagementConsultant
Membersabsent PoliceChiefJackDaly Capt GregorySimone MarkBealandDomenic
Perone

I RollCall ChairmanJohn Weichselcalledthemeetingtoorderat130pm Quorumwas
confirmed

II MinutesofLastMeeting MarkSciotamadeamotiontoaccepttheminutesoftheJanuary
13 2010meetingassubmitted secondedbyRichardLopatosky Carriedunanimously

III OldBusiness None

IV ReviewofAccidentsandCorrectiveAction Injuryreportsnumbered1001through10
17werereviewed

1001 FireFighterslippedonarunningboard injuredleftknee Hadaprevioussprain
thatgotaggravated Lostacoupleweeksofworktime Heisbacktowork
1002 Policeemployeeslippedoniceinparkinglotatpolicestation Employeehada

previous backinjury Nolosttimefromwork Theparkinglotismaintainedfrequently in
winterbutslipsand fallsarehardtoprevent
1003 WaterPollutionemployeeslippedonsnowatplant hittingheadandhurtingneck

Nolost time reportedfortherecord
1004 Policeofficerslippedonicydrivewayofprivateresidencewhenleaving Nolost

time
1005 Severalofficerswereassistingthedogwardenonprivatepropertytocapturean

aggressive pitbull Whenofficerbegan retreatingbackwardasthedogchargedathim he
trippedoverasmalltree Minorinjury nolosttime
1006 Highwayemployeeslippedonthestepwhengettingbackintothetruckduringa

snowstorm injuringleftknee Nolosttime
1007 Highwayemployeewascutting treesandpulledamuscleinhisback Doctorput
himoutofworktwoweeks Hehadtherapyandisback towork
1008and 1016 Twosimilarincidents Firefighterswereinjuredwhiletryingtofree
theairpackregulatorfromthebackofseat Thefirstemployeewashitneartheeye went
tothehospitalandhadfourstitches Nolosttime ChiefClarksaidsincetherewere two
injuriesinashortperiodoftime hewilllookintoit Couldjustbeafreakincidentbuthe
willreviewhowthepacksarestored
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1009 Femaleprisonerunder arreststruckofficeringroincausingdiscomfort The
prisonerwaseventuallytakentothehospitalforamentalevaluation Nolosttime
1010 Highwayhadabreakdownontheroadduringasnowstorm Employee attempted
toassistthemechanicinputtingabeltonthetruck causingstrain inhisneck Nolost
time
1011 Duringinteractionwithcombativesuspect officerwasstruckandsuffered

abrasion toleftknee ThisincidentwasatahomerunbyDCFfortroubledjuvenile
females Policearecalledtothislocationfrequently LastFridaytwoofficerswerebitten
bysuspects PolicehavemetwithDCFtotrytoreducecallsforservice there Notmuchto
doaboutit Mr Weichselnotedthat therewillbeanotherhouserunbyDCFinthe
Pattonbrookarea Itwasoriginallyintended forjuvenileboysbutwillnowbefor girls
1012 WaterPollutionemployeeslidonwoodenplankonwaytofloatingcover only
waytogetthere causingcontusion torightknee Seriousinjury employeehadtohave an
operationand isstillout JohnDeGioiasaidtheplanksystemhasbeeninusesince1976
and therehasnotbeenanytroublewithit
1013 CivilianemployeeatthePoliceDept caught fingerwhileadjustingherchair

height Notmuchtobesaidaboutit
1014 Officersdispatchedtoa homewheretwobrotherswerefighting Officerwas

assaulted infaceandheadsustainingcutsandbruises Therewasnolosttime Oneofthe
brotherswasknowntoofficers frompreviouscalls mentalhealthissues
1015 Officersustainedlacerationsonfacefromtreebranchwhileonpursuitofsuspect

Nomedicalattention nolostwork time
1016 alreadyreviewed
1017 Whilemovingabufferinabox FireDept employeeextendedandstrainedhis

leftarm Heisgoingfortherapy Nolostwork time

V NewBusiness
MarkSciotareportedthatCIRMApresentedtwoworkshopsforclericalandpublicworks
staff JohnKauffmanintroducedhimself astheSeniorRiskManagementConsultantfor
CIRMAreplacingJeffGrundt Hesaidtheworkshops wentverywellwithgood
participation Goingforward Mr Kauffmanthoughthe mightcomeinandreviewsome
workstationsinordertooffersomesuggestionstomakepeoplemorecomfortableand
therebyreducingstrainsandinjuries

Mr Kauffmanhandedoutalossanalysisonthelastthree fullyearsand thecurrentyearup
toJanuary Inthesecondyeartherewasanaccidentthat involved58peopleintheFire
Dept ChiefClarkandMarkSciotabelieved thattobewhentheoldBeaton Corbin
factoryburned soitwasoneincident not58 Mr Kauffmansaidifyoutookthatoutofthe
equation thenumbersarefairlyflat runningabout60incidents peryear Strainsand
sprainsarethebigissue especiallywith thepolice fireandpublicworksemployees
Perhapsthisisatrainingissuewherewecouldteachpeopletheproperwaytolift etc An
overallanalysisofthefouryears20062010onpage3ofthereportshowsthatstrainsand
sprainshave thehighestfrequencywhenyoutakeouttheindustrialincident Slips andfalls
arenotuncommon itisanongoing issue especiallyintheNortheastwherewegeticeand
snow Mr Kauffmanbelievesthatdeeperinvestigationshouldbedonetofindoutif
perhapstherearecertainareasofparkinglotsthatcollectwater freeze andcauseslips He
commentedthatschoolsinparticular haveafootwearissuewherepeopledonotwearthe
propershoesorbootsinwinter
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Mr KauffmansaidCIRMAisreadytohelpwithtrainingtoreduce injuriesandlosses
Sometimesitisjustanawarenessissue Henotedthat therearecosts involvedthatarenot
coveredbytheinsurance Thetownspentalmost 2millionoverthepast4yearsin
uninsuredcosts Mr WeichselthankedMr Kauffmanforthereportandsaidwewouldbe
intouchregardingtraining

VI Miscellaneous None

VIIAdjournment Therebeingnofurtherbusiness amotionwasmadebyMarkSciotato
adjournthemeeting secondedbyRichardLopatosky Motioncarried unanimously
Meetingadjournedat155pm

Respectfullysubmitted

PatriciaBerardinelli
ActingSecretary

Workers CompensationLossAnalysis20062010attached tofilecopyofMinutes


