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§ 101 ' ' SOUTHINGTON CODE

SUBPART A. CHARTER
CHAPTER 1. INCORPORATION

Section 101. Incorporation.

All the inhabitants dwelling within the
territorial limits of the Town of Southington as the
same now are or may hereafter be established by
law shall constitute forever hereafter to be a body
politic and corporate under the name of the "Town
of Southington," hereinafter called the town and as
such shall have perpetual succession and may hold
and exercise all powers and privileges heretofore
exercised by said town and not inconsistent with
the provisions of this Charter, the additional
powers and privileges herein conferred and all
powers and privileges conferred upon towns under
the general laws of the State of Connecticut.

Section 102. Form of government.

The ‘municipal government provided by this
Charter shall be known as the council-manager
form of government. Pursuant to its provisions and
subject only to the limitations imposed by the
Constitution of the State and by this Charter, all
powers of the town shall be exercised in the
manner prescribed by the General Statutes or this
Charter, or, if the manner is not so prescribed, then
in such manner as may be prescribed by
ordinance.

Section 103. Rights and obligations.

By virtue of this Charter said town shall be
absolutely vested with, possess and enjoy all
lands, tenements, hereditaments, property and
rights, choses in action and estates, which at the
effective date of this Charter were vested in said
town. The said town shall continue to be liable for
all debts and obligations of every kind for which
said town shall have been liable on said date,
whether accrued or not. Nothing herein shall be
construed to affect the right of said town to collect
any assessment, charge, debt or lien for the
construction, alteration or repair of any sewer,
pavement, sidewalk, curb or gutter, or for any

other public improvement or service. If any
contract has been entered into by said town prior
to the effective date of this Charter or any bond or
undertaking has been given by or in favor of said
town which contains provision that the same may
be enforced by any officer, board, commission,
bureau or department therein named, which is
hereby abolished, such contract, bond or
undertaking shall be in no manner impaired but
shall continue in full force and effect and the
powers conferred and the duties imposed with
references to the same upon any such officer,
board, commission, bureau or department shall,
except as otherwise provided in this Charter,
thereafter be exercised and discharged by the town
council.

‘Section 104. Powers of the town.

In addition to all powers granted to towns
under the constitution and general law, the town -
shall have all powers specifically granted by this
Charter and all powers fairly implied in or incident
to the powers expressly granted, and all other
powers incident to the management of the
property, government and affairs of the town,
including the power to enter into contracts with the

‘United States or any federal agency, State of

Connecticut, or any political subdivision thereof

-for services and the use of facilities, the exercise

of -which is not expressly forbidden by the
constitution and general law of the State of
Connecticut. The enumeration of particular powers
in this and any other chapter of this Charter shall
not be construed as limiting this general grant of
power but shall be considered as an addition
thereto.

CHAPTER II. ELECTIONS

Section 201. Date of town elections.

All elections for town officers shall be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November of each odd-numbered year.

(11-3-1970)
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§ 202 SOUTHINGTON CODE

Section 202. Elective officers.

At each meeting of the town electors there
shall be elected:

(a) Nine (9) members of the town
council for a term of two (2) years,
by a plurality of the votes cast at
each said meeting of the town
electors. Each elector shall vote for
a maximum of six (6) council
members.

(b) A town clerk for a term of six (6)
~ years or such period as may be
specified by the General Statutes.

(c) Nine (9) members of the board of

education as follows:

Beginning with the election of
2007 all nine (9) members of the
board of education shall be
elected to two (2) year terms.
Each party may nominate and
each elector shall vote for a
maximum of six (6) candidates.
No political party shall elect more
than six (6) members to the board
of education.

(d) [Reserved.]

(e) At the biennial election of 2007,
there shall be elected to the board of
finance two members for a term of
two (2) years. Each party shall be
allowed to nominate two and each
elector shall vote for a maximum of
two for the board of finance. No
political party shall be allowed to
have more than four members on the
board of finance. At the biennial
election of 2009,four members shall
be elected for a term of two (2)
years. Each party shall be allowed
to nominate four and each elector
shall vote for a maximum of four for
the board of finance. No political
party shall be allowed to have more
than four members on the board of
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finance. Thereafter, beginning with
the election of 2011, all six
members of the board of finance
shall be elected to two (2) year
terms. Each party shall be allowed
to nominate four and each elector
shall vote for a maximum of four for
the board of finance. No political
party shall be allowed to elect more
than four members to the board of
finance.

® Members of the seven-member town
planning and zoning commission for
four-year terms for ‘each term
expiring the year of the election.

(8 Three (3) members of the board of
water commissioners which shall
consist of six (6) members. Terms
shall be for four (4) years for each
term expiring in the year of the
election. The membership of the
board of water commissioners shall
be limited to three (3) members
from any one (1) political party.

(11-3-1970; 11-2-1971; 7-23-1984; 11-8-1988; 11-
8-1994; 11-7-2000; 11-7-2006)

Section 203. Terms of elective officers.

The terms of officers elected at the biennial
election shall begin at 12:00 noon on the day
following said election, except as may otherwise
be herein provided.

(7-14-1980)

Section 204. Minority representatidn.

Minority representation on any elective or
appointive board, council, commission, committee
or similar body of the town shall be determined in
accordance with the provisions of section 9-167a
of the General Statutes, Revision of 1958, as
amended. As provided in said section, the
maximum number on any such board,
commission, committee or similar body who may
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be members of the same political party shall be as
specified in the following table:

Maximum From One
Total Membership Party

O 03NN AW
N B AW N

More than 9 Two-thirds of total

membership
(11-8-1994; 11-7-2000)
Section 205. (Repealed July 23, 1984).

Section 206. Qualifications.

All elective officers shall be residents and
electors of the town, and if any such officer at any
time shall cease to be resident of the town, his
office shall be vacated.

Section 207. Duties of selectmen.

Any responsibilities of the former board of
Selectmen may be assigned by the Council to any
* board, agency, group or person.

(11-8-1994)

Section 208. Vacancies in elective offices.

Vacancies in elective offices, except in the
board of education, the planning and zoning
commission, the board of finance and the library
board, from whatever cause arising, shall be filled
by the council for a period until the next town
election. Vacancies in the board of education shall
be filled by the board of education for a period
until the next town election. Vacancies in the
planning and zoning commission shall be filled by
the planning and zoning commission for the period
until the next town election. Vacancies in the
library board and the board of finance shall be
filled by the council for the unexpired portion of

the term. In filling any vacancy, the council, board
of education or the planning and zoning
commission shall select a person of the same
political party as that of the former incumbent,
unless said incumbent was not an enrolled member
of a political party, in which case his successor
shall not be an enrolled member of a political
party. A member elected at a town election to fill a
vacancy shall serve for the remaining unexpired
portion of the term of the former incumbent.

(11-8-94)

Section 209. Independent candidates.

In addition to the procedure for the nominatjon
of candidates provided by the General Statutes,
any elector of the town may be nominated for any
elective office except that of registrar of voters,
and be entitled to have his name appear on the
voting machines in a line designated
"Independent," provided he shall file with the
town clerk, not less than thirty (30) nor more than
forty-five (45) days preceding the town election,
an individual petition signed by qualified electors
of the town in number equal to five (5) percent of
the total number of electors in the town as
determined by the last effective list of the
registrars of voters, and further provided that the
town clerk after examining such petition shall
certify to the secretary of state that the petition
contains the required number of valid signatures.
The town clerk shall notify each person filing a
petition within seven (7) days after said filing
whether or not he had qualified to have his name
appear on the voting machines. No elector shall be
permitted to sign petitions on behalf of more
candidates for any office than the number for
whom he will be entitled to vote at the next town
election. If any elector signs more than the
authorized number of petitions his signature shall
be counted only on such petitions as are first filed
up to the authorized number.

Section 210. Eligibility.

No person shall be eligible for election to any
town office who is not at time of election a
qualified voter of the town.
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§ 301 ' SOUTHINGTON CODE

(11-8-94)
CHAPTER IIL. THE TOWN COUNCIL

Section 301. Composition.

The council shall consist of nine (9) members
who shall be chosen in accordance with section
202(a) and section 204 of this Charter. At each
town election the council shall be elected for terms
of two (2) years except as otherwise provided
herein. All members of the council shall serve
without compensation except for reimbursement
for actual expenses incurred in the performance of
official duties during the term for which they are
elected. No member of the council shall hold any
other office under the government of the Town of
Southington. :

(7-23-84)

Section 302. Chairman and vice-chairman. ‘

The council shall meet on the second Monday
in November in each odd-numbered year and
organize by electing by a majority vote of all the
members elected thereto one (1) of its members to
be chairman and one (1) of its members to be vice-
chairman of the council for a term coextensive
with that of the council. In the absence of the
chairman and vice-chairman, an acting chairman
shall be chosen by the council members present at
a meeting of the council and perform such other
duties consistent with his office as may be
imposed by the council.

(11-3-70)

Section 303. Clerk.

The town clerk shall be the clerk of the
council. Within ten (10) days after each meeting of
the council he shall prepare and have available in
his office for public inspection the minutes of such
proceedings, including the vote of each member
upon any issue before the council. Said minutes
shall be presented to the council for approval at
the next successive meeting of the council.
Immediately following approval of the minutes by
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the council, the clerk shall record said minutes in a
record book and shall certify minutes to be a true
and accurate record. Such record book shall be
available for public inspection in the office of the
town clerk at all reasonable times. The council
shall furmnish the town clerk the necessary
secretarial assistance to perform the duties
prescribed by this chapter and fix the
compensation therefor.

Section 304. Procedure.

The council shall meet at least once a month

“and shall fix the time and place of its regular

meetings and provide a method for the calling of
special meetings. It shall determine its own rules
of procedure. The presence of six (6) members
shall constitute a quorum, but no ordinance,
resolution or vote, except a vote to adjourn or to
fix the time and place of its next meeting, shall be
adopted by less than five (5) affirmative votes,
except as otherwise provided herein.

Section 305. Removals and suspensions.

(a) The council shall have the power by
resolution, in its sole discretion, with or
without cause, to remove or suspend the
manager, and shall have the power, in its
sole discretion and for whatever cause it
shall deem sufficient, to remove or
suspend by resolution any person
appointed to any other office or position
by the council. ‘

(b) The council shall act first by suspending
such person and shall promptly serve him
with a. copy of the resolution of
suspension together with the reasons
therefor, if any. If within ten (10) days
after service of said resolution such person
shall file a request in writing with the
town clerk for a public or private hearing
before the council, the hearing requested
-shall be held at a time and place set by the
council not less than five (5) days nor
more than fifteen (15) days after the filing
of the request. At such hearing the person
may be represented by counsel. If no
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hearing is requested, or at the conclusion
of the hearing, the council shall promptly
by resolution terminate the suspension and
either restore the person to, or remove him
from, his office or employment. During
the period of suspension any such person
shall be ineligible to perform the duties of
his office or employment. Compensation,
if any, shall be continued during the
period of suspension, or for thirty (30)

days from the date of suspension,

whichever is longer. There shall be no
appeal from the decision of the council.

Section 306. Public hearing on ordinances.

At least one (1) public hearing, at least five (5)
days' notice of which shall be given by publication
in at least two (2) newspapers having major
circulation in the town and by posting in such
public place or places as the council shall by
ordinance prescribe, shall be held by the council or
a committee thereof before any ordinance except
one relating to appointment or designation of
officers of the council or its procedure shall be
passed. The passage. of such ordinances shall be

advertised in at least two (2) newspapers having -

major circulation in said town and shall not
become effective until twenty (20) days after such
publication. All ordinances shall be filed with the
town clerk and recorded in a book kept for that
~ purpose, except that bond ordinances need not be
filed-in a book for ordinances.

(11-3-70)

Section 307. Referendum on ordinances and
resolutions.

If at any time before the effective ‘date of any
adopted ordinance or resolution, except the annual
budget, and except a resolution fixing the tax rate,

-and except a resolution making an appointment or
removal, and except an ordinance making a special
appropriation of less than twenty-five thousand
dollars ($25,000.00), or except an emergency
ordinance as defined in this chapter, there shall be
filed with the town clerk in respect of such
ordinance or resolution a petition signed by

qualified electors of the town in number equal to
five (5) percent of the total number of electors in
the town, as determined by the last effective list of
the registrars of voters, requesting the reference of
such ordinance or resolution to the voters, and
upon certification by the town clerk that the
sufficient number of valid signatures are attached
to the petition, the ordinance or resolution shall
not take effect until the same has been submitted
at a special election which the council must call, to
be held in accordance with the provisions of any
statute, if applicable, otherwise not less than thirty
(30) nor more than forty-five (45) days after the

- filing of such petition. Following such election the

ordinance or resolution shall take effect unless a

majority of those voting thereon, such majority

consisting of at least five (5) percent of the
qualified electors in the town as determined by the
last effective list of the registrars of voters, shall
vote in the negative.

(11-3-1970; 11-8-1994)

Section 308. Emergency ordinance.

An emergency ordinance shall be only for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health .
and safety, shall contain an explicit statement of
the nature of the emergency, and shall be adopted
by not less than six (6) affirmative votes in the
council, and in no event shall the annual budget or
any appropriation, except as hereinafter provided,
constitute an emergency ordinance. For the
purpose of meeting an emergency as herein
defined, or to prevent the breakdown of any
essential service rendered by a department, board,
commission, or agency of the town, the council by
an affirmative vote of not less than six (6) of its
members may appropriate, notwithstanding any
other provision of this Charter, a sum not to
exceed fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) in any
one (1) year. Every such emergency ordinance
including any amendments thereto, shall
automatically stand repealed at the termination of
the sixty-first day following passage of said
ordinance.

(11-7-1972)

Supp No. 7




